

MAKIV(r tum A THREAT AGAIV! « ™ "" 1 


GOVERNMENT IS SLAVERY v~ 







IT S LAWS ARE FOR THE RICH 


AND CHAINS OF STEEL 






FOR THE POOR 

*». .-..u-* ■*.. ktm ( .......... 


IB’S ICE: 

•SERVITUDE Interview 
•Sveriges Arbetares 
Cent ralorganisat ion 
•Repression of the 
anti-fas is t movement 
in Germany 

•Anti-fascist reports 
•Police Brutality: 

The State Made Flesh 
•Anarcho-Punk Federation 
•B.I.Y distro hints 
•Peru Scene Report 
•DISKONTO tour photos 




% 

# 



WHOEVER LAYS THEIR HANDS ON ME 
| IS A USURPER~AND~fYRANT^ ^^^B 
I DECLARE THEM TO BE MY ENEMY. 


~ u 

■I" 

£ 





P.O. BOX 8722 
MINNEAPOLIS MN 55408 * USA 


TISSUE 34 

Most of the eye-gouging scream- 
ing, kicking, biting and pulting-of- 
hair-because-we-iiave-no-life-and- 
hata- each-other -that's- wiiy-w 9- 
work-on-this -shit-everyday was 
done by the following completely 
insane bastards. 

Dan, Duka & Jon 

All the while being tormented by 

Gabo & Joe 

Those sick, masochistic bastards- 
who-love-to-see-us-suffer-by- 
contributing-to-this-mess are: 
Baker, Joe Existence, Jose M. 
Kerry R., Kim, Y@iioo, A.A.R., 
A.F.F., A.P.F., (Mpts) A.R.A., A.I.S., 
C.R.A., L*R, and others listed 
t/irouflii-out tin's magazine. 

Cover text and subheader through- 
out this issue by Joseph Proudhon, 
1848 

NO THANKS: 

Shit talkers and gossip mongers. 

NOTE: Opinions expressed herein 
are not necessaryity those of the 
PE Collective as a group. 



EXCITING CONTEST TIME! 


Now's your chance to win an all-expenses-paid trip to the anarchist utopia (or at 
least a copy of our new book Making Punk a Threat Again!) We here at PE. are really 
sick of using the same logos year after year, decade after decade, practically since 
the begining of time. In response, we are calling on all artists to show off their skill in 
this exciting " Decorate the Doughnut " contest There is no purchase necessary as 
all you need to do is photocopy the P.E. circle at the upper left hand comer of this 
page, draw us up a new and improved P.E . logo, and send it in! Everyone's a winner, 
but only those entries we use in future PE's get a copy of our book 1 There is no limit 
to the number of times you may enter so break out that xerox, that trusty pen, that old 
box of color crayons, or whatever it takes to make that winning design! Please, no 
more "chickens,” circle "a"s, or crying children unless you really feel like you have 
to! Be creative, have a ball, and help us look sharp! 
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$3.00 
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HAST CHANCE AT THESE PRICES! 


In the eight years P.E. has been publishing, we have consistantly kept our cover and subscription prices 
the same. All the while, we have actually grown in size, added color printing, and upgraded our computer 
hardware — all of which costs a great deal of money. As well, we have also absorbed three postage rate 
increases and several times that many printing price increases. This magazine now costs us nearly double 
to produce as our early issues and we are still charging the same cover price. The bottom line is each 
issue only makes back about half it's cost, which is a consistent loss that is dragging down the other 
activities of the P.E. collective, and a constant source of stress and headaches. After a full year of delaying 
our plan to increase the cover price, we now feel that we can't afford to hold off any longer. The next issue 
of P.E. will cost $1 .50 in shops and subscription rates will increase to one and a half times what they are 
now. This will be your last chance to subscribe at the old rates because after the next issue these prices 
are history. Still free in the Twin Cities? This issue yes, next one... we'll see! 


PRISONER SURS & SPONSORSHIP 


We offer free subscriptions of Profane Existence magazine to those held hostage by the state. We feel this free 
subscription service is important because most prisoners are not in a position to afford such luxuries as information 
from the outside. Because Profane Existence has been recognized as a resource for prisoner's struggles, we are 
receiving ever-increasing amounts of subscription requests. Because of the dire financial situation of the Profane 
Existence Collective, it is now more importantthan everthat support forfree subscriptions to prisoners continues. Even 
an extra dollar when you subscribe or renew your subscription would greatly help. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PRISONERS: If this is the first issue of PE that you have received because you 
wrote and requested a copy, you are not automatically added to our permanent subscription list. If you have received 
this as a sample copy, please write and request to be added to the list if you want to continue receiving this magazine. 
Please inform us as soon as possible about any transfers or release dates because the Man worYt provide us with 
forwarding information. By keeping ail of our information current we will be better able to get this magazine to as many 
people as possible! 

TO BE GOVERNED IS TO BE 






SUBMIT TO P.E! 


This magazine serves to document and 
aid the world-wide anarcho-punkmove- 
ment In order to have the most com- 
plete , international, and up to the minute 
coverage, we need help from contribu- 
tors around the world like you! 

SCENE REPORTS: Back by popular demand, 
we have reinstating the scene reports section of 
Profane Existence. We encourage people to write 
reports about what's going on in their area. Please 
be as detailed as possible and provide addresses 
for bands, zines and other cool DIY punk happen- 
ings (venues, stores, mailorders, labels, etc.) We 
would also like some information on political activi- 
ties punks are involved in. Don*! forget to send 
photos!!! 

PROTEST TO RESISTANCE: We have now 
combined our news and protest sections into one, 
all-covering area. Send us information about the 
group which you are involved with: We are looking 
for information about squats, gig collectives, free 
spaces, action groups, etc. which relate to the 
subjects covered in PE. We are also interested in 
over-all coverage of the events in your area and up 
to the minute news of resistance against fascism 
and all forms of oppression. 

LETTERS: We regularly print letters from our 
readers and welcome all feedback on anything 
printed in this magazine or otherwise important to 
the anarchist punk movement or the greater 
struggle against tyranny. 

OPINION PIECES: We have replaced our col- 
umns section with a new opinions section. Aside 
from periodic editorials from the P.E. staff, this 
section is open for general contributions of a 
nature relavent to the content of this magazine. In 
particular, we are looking for well-written, in-depth, 
and researched pieces for this section that con- 
cern current issues and events. 

FEATURE ARTICLES: We will print well- 
written articles of a social or political nature that 
may not fall into our regular sections. All articles 
are welcome, but we will only print ones which we 
feel are most pertinent to the readers of PE. 

Submissions may be sent to us by email 
with the subject "PE Magazine" to 
troilpe@aol.com 

DEADLINES: Ad deadline for the next issue of 
P.E. is February 20, 1998. Issue out first week of 
March. All other contributions will be accepted for 
publication in the next issue going to press. | 

AD INFO: We wll not print major label ads or any 
ads that we feel are irrelevant to the content of this 
magazine. Please send payment with your ad and 
try to make it the rightsize! 

1/3 Page (5 H xS" or 2 1/2" x 10") = $60 

1/6 Page (2 1/2" X 5*) s* $30 

1/12 Page (2 1/2" x 2 1/2") = $15 



DISKONTO 


North American Tour 97 l 


2) Moments later, the scene at the van when the cops arrived 
and took 'em all to jail. Notice Jon's pained expression! 


1) Daniel 'who-didn't- 
get-caught' posing next 
to a freshly watered 
sign of the Fishkill, NY 
police department. 


3) The secret of Diskonto's 
guitar sound revealed! 


4) The world's biggest bottle of 
wine meets the ultimate party hat 
(who needs the cover when the 
record's glued to the turntable! 


5) Stefan learning how to 
clean car windows in 
Montreal to pay for a new 
transmission for our van! 


6) Jon and I drove Diskonto on their first North American tour and despite being thrown in jail two 
hours after getting off the plane, blowing one drive shaft and two transmissions on the van, the tour 
was fairly successful and loads of raw and brutal Swedish thrash was enjoyed by many. We would like 
to thank React for lending their equipment, Servitude for the use of the van, Ben for the temporary 
replacement van and driver, and everyone else who helped on the tour in any way. Oh, also thanks to 
the person who took this photo from Binghampton, NY because I can't remember who sent it! —Dan 


WATCHED, SPIED ON, 








COPS SMASH 'TERRORIST DEN' IN MILAN 


SQUATTERS SAY: 


by Lucca 

On April 25, 1997 at 4:30 a.m. a bomb 
exploded behind the Palazzo Marino, the city 
council building in Milano. Nobody was hurt. 

On the same day at 1 :30 P.M., an enve- 
lope is placed in front of a local radio station. 
The bag contains the message of an anar- 
chist group, Azione Rivoluzionaria (Revolu- 
tionary Action) in which the group claims to 
be responsible for the bombing. The radio 
station’s cameras filmed a very poor quality 
video tape of a woman placing the bag out 
the door. During the following days a reward 
is set: 10 million lire ($6000) are offered to 
anybody who can say who this woman is. 

On June 20, 1997 anarchist Patrizia 
Maria Grazia Cadeddu is arrested. Digos (Ital- 
ian political police), thanks to their wonder- 
ful, magical instruments, decided that the 
video tape was clear enough to see 
that the person who placed the bag 
can be nobody else but Parizia. To 
confirm that she really is the woman, 
there is also a deposition of two people \ 
who used to work with Patrizia: the last 
time they had seen her was more 
than one year ago. 

Being a poor quality video, 
the only evidence, the media did 
their part to support the story. Patrizia, a 
squatter of the Laboratorio Anarchico, is a long 


time activist, well 
known in the whole 
anarchist move- 
ment for her tire- 
less and coherent 
activity. In twenty 
§r years she fought 
> countless battles 
for squatting, 
work and for those 
ideals that the govern- 
ment crushes everyday. These are the 
real reasons Patrizia is still in prison for. 

This is confirmed by the fact that three 


hours after her arrest, a commando of NOCS 
(a special branch of the Italian Police founded 
to fight terroristic activities) raided the 
Laboratorio Anarchico, and at gun point took 
the other squatters to the police station. Si- 
multaneously similar raids take place in 
squats and houses all over Italy; around 20 
people are implicated. The Laboratorio 
Anarchico, “a terrorists’ den” for the*media, 
was closed with the excuse of being it was 
“unsafe”. Back from the police station, the 
squatters were not allowed to go inside the 
building. The government and media killed 
two birds with one stone: the annoying anar- 
chist in prison and one of the last non-legal- 
ized squats in Milan evicted. 

A spontaneous presidium was set up in 
front of the squat: it lasted three months dur- 
ing which a number of demonstrations, open 
air gigs and dinners would take place. The 
presidium ends with the re-occupation of the 
Laboratorio. Less than one week later, on 
September 3, at 7 a.m. riot cops evicted the 
place after a two-hour long battle. All the 
floors and the windows were then walled up. 

After more than four months, Patrizia is 
still in prison waiting for the trial. 

If you want to send letters or postcards, 
please write to: Patrizia Maria Grazia 
Cadeddu / Casa circondariale S. Vittore / Pi- 
azza Filangieri 2 / 201 23 Milano / Italy 

If you want to send money, please sent it 
to: Michele Pagano/ Via Aristotele 67/2012 8 
Milano / Italy 
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MUMIA SOLIDARITY ACTION IN BRAZIL 

OCTOBER 10, Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Once again the Committee For Support and Solidarity to Mumia Abul-Jamal, along with 
AAR (Anarchists Against Racism), attempts to hand over the 3,000-plus signatures in support of 
Mumia’s release. This is the third time we have made this attempt, this time around 40 people 
showed up in front of the American Council building, amongst whom there were anarcho-punks, 
anarchists, autonomous, rappers, capoeira-dancers, etc.. .The gathering started at 2PM, and 
every time more people kept arriving; some lookers-on ended up taking part and showing their 
rejection to America’s murder policy. Before long the police forces showed up after a call from the 
Council’s security guys, and a policeman wrote down the name of one demonstrator. Then an- 
other three police cars arrived, but convinced that it was just a peaceful demonstration, they 
drove off, leaving only one car behind. The security men said that the Council would not receive 
the document, and that it should be sent to the American Embassy in Brasilia, or to the Itamaraty, 
thus refusing to heed our plea for Abu-Jamal’s life. We haven’t yet given up, because as long as 
Mumia is in jail, we’H stand here fighting for his life!!!! -—from AAR 


Courtesy of Alternative Tentacles Records 


MUMIA ABU-JAMAL: The Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court decision pending on Mumia Abu- 
Jamal’s case should come down in January or 
February. If the court rules against him, Mumia 
will have 30-90 days before the scheduled date of 
execution. According to Noelle Hanrahan, Prison 
Radio Project/Quixote, there is considerable po- 
tential for a federal stay of execution. Since 
Mumia’s legal defense knows the state of Penn- 
sylvania won’t give Mumia a stay of execution, it 
ill have to come from the Federal Government. 
If that happens, the next step is getting a new trial 
at the U.S. Supreme Court level. 


JUDI BARI: In the Judi Bari vs. the FBI: A key 
ruling was just made in favor of Judi and Earth 
First! On October 23 U.S. District Court Judge 
Claudia Wilken refused to grant immunity from 
prosecution to agents of the FBI and the Oakland 
police for their mishandling of the 1 990 car bomb- 
ing of Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney. Earth First! 
filed a suit in ‘91 that charges the FBI with false 
arrest, illegal search and seizure and conspiracy 
to violate their First Amendment right to organize 
for social change. Sadly, Judi died last spring from 
breast cancer but her friends are seeing the case 
through. Judge Wilken’s ruling could be the most 
significant victory yet for the activists, clearing the 
way to take this landmark civil rights case to a jury 
trial. 


PEPPER SPRAY TORTURE OF 
EARTH FIRST! ACTIVISTS: On Octo- 
ber 30 Headwaters Forest activists from Humbolt 
County in N. California filed a civil rights lawsuit 
against the Humbolt County sheriffs and Eureka 
Police Departments after their shocking and sa- 
distic use of pepper spray on peaceful protesters. 
One of the incidents took place in Rep. Frank 
Rigg’s office in Eureka on Oct. 16. Police video 
tape shows the officers violently pulling the 
protester’s heads back, prying open their eyes and 
then swabbing liquefied pepper spray on to their 
eye balls. The protesters are shown in the video 
as peacefully sitting with their arms chained to- 
gether, posing no need for excessive force much 
less tortue. Most of the protesters are girls around 
the age of 1 6 and 1 9. These video tapes are gain- 
ing national attention and come on the heels of 
nationwide outrage over police use of pepper 
spray and the resulting deaths of seventy people 
around the country. If you would like to see a ban 
on the use of pepper spray on peaceful protest- 
ers call or write to your local representative in Con- 
gress. 

If you would like to contact Represen- 
tative Rigg’s office and communicate your disgust 
and outrage over this incident you can e-mail him 
at Repriggs@hr.house.gov or phone 202-225- 
3311 (in DC) or 707-254-7308 and 707-441- 
8701 (Norcal) and the fax is 202-225-3403, or you 
can mail letters Rep. Frank Riggs, U.S. House of 
Representatives, Washington, DC 20515. 


by Y@hoo 

In Berlin, Germany, a decidedly bizarre arrest took place 
during the May Day demonstration. An activist was arrested 
for playing the classic song “Deutschland mu(3 sterben, damit 
wir leben konnen!” (translates into: “Germany must die. so 
we can live!”) by German punk legends SLIM 
through a loudspeaker car. A cop somehow man- 
aged to decipher the lyrics and saw the dignity of the 
German state insulted. In fact, this song, as well as two 
others were officially banned in the early 80ies. The 
records containing these songs are still only 
lowed to be sold with a beep-tone over the “offe 
sive” lyrics. The band was also forced to eliminate th^«^ 
songs from their set. In one instance, supporting the 
Dead Kennedys, the police had warned the orga- 
nizers that the concert would be shut down if 
of the songs were played. While “Deutschland” is consid- 
ered to be an insult of the German state, the other two 
songs, “Polizei-SA-SS” (SA and SS were Nazi police 
organizations during the Third Reich) and 
“Bullenschweine” called for violence against members 
of the population, in this case the pigs. “Bullenschweine” 
also had the good sense to contain practical instruc- 
tions for building molotov cocktails. Before the record 
ban, there were already tens of thousands of records 
sold, so it’s still possible to get your hands on the origi- 
nal version and it’s safe to say that these 3 songs would 
end up in a top ten of German punk songs. Neverthe- 
less, it’s the end of the 90ies and SLIME are a thing 
of the past. What is so amazing is that this is actii 
ally the first such arrest with harsh consequences. 

Besides being charged with insulting the Ger- 
man state (a felony in this free country!), he 
was also accused of resisting arrest and 
assaulting a police officer with a danger- 
ous weapon (turned out to be his sneak- 


ers!). Although he has a permanent//^ 

B-**» 


address and job, he was held in pre 
ventive detention (charged and awaiting trial) over 3 
months and subsequently convicted of all three 
counts and sentenced to 1 year of jail on probation. 
This over-the-top act of repression doesn’t mean 
that the cops have taken an interest in punk rock 
but that the Berlin pigs are determined to crush 
any type of opposition to the process of preparing 
the city to be the German capital in the year 2000!^ 
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NEW WORLD ORDER ACHEIVED: 


GERMAN GOVERNMENT REVEALS 


POLICE BAN ANTIFA DEMO IN SAALFELD, GERMANY 

Saalfeld is a small city in the former East 
German state of Thuringia. In recent years, an 
organized and violent neo-nazi presence has es- 
tablished Itself in the area. The far-right has even 
grown to the point where the fascist youth group 
JN [the youth wing of the fascist party NPD] are 
negotiating with city officials to establish a self- 
run youth center. In order to counter this trend 
of fascist legitimation and to try and stop the es- 
tablishment of a local neo-nazi infrastructure, a 
nationwide anti-fascist mobilization was called 
for Saturday, October 11,1 997 under the motto 
of “No Nazi Center In Saalfeld!”. Organizers for 
the demo represented a broad spectrum of 
groups, including regional anti-racist groups and 
trade unions as well as the autonomist AA/BO 
[Anti-Fascist Action/Nationwide Organization] 
network. However, Saalfeld’s Christian Demo- 
cratic mayor and the Social Democratic Interior 
Minister of Thuringia supported a police ban on 
the antifa mobilization, a ban which was later 
upheld in court. Despite this, however, anti-fas- 
cists from across Germany attempted to mobi- 
lize in Saalfeld to confront the nazi presence 
* 

On October 1 1 , police helicopters flew over 
Saalfeld, schools were made empty to make 
room for 7,000 riot police from across Germany, 
and local media hysteria warned of violent left- 
ists making their way towards the city. All roads 
into the city were subject to police roadblocks. 

The night before, police raided a leftist youth 
house in Saalfeld and arrested 17 people. An- 
other 55 youths were taken into custody at the 
local train station in the morning, because they 
were “suspected anti- fascists”. In Heilsberg near 
Rudolstadt, 56 fascists were temporarily de- 
tained after police found a cache of 60 batons, 

60 knives, German army helmets, and flare pis- 
tols. All across the states of Thuringia and 
Saxony-Anhalt, a total of 488 people were ar- 
rested, mostly leftists, as police sought to en- 
force their ban on the antifa demo in Saalfeld. In 
the city of Halle, a replacement demo organized 
by local anti-fascists was also banned. The night 
before, there had been clashes in the city when 
30 antifa stormed a meeting of local nazis. At 
the train station in Geraer, 67 leftist youths were 
detained simply for getting on a train headed for 
Saalfeld, 

But the cops weren’t able to keep the day 
entirely demo-free, however. On Saturday after- 
noon, over 300 people blockaded the A9 
autobahn near Eisenberg, after police refused 
to allow a caravan of anti-fascists to head to 
Saalfeld. TV images showed masked youths 
holding anti-fascist banners facing down lines 
of riot police. The highway remained closed for 


NO NAZI CENTER IN SAALFELD!’ 


about three hours, when police “agreed” to al- 
low the group to travel to Leipzig (where a spon- 
taneous demo of 600 antifa was held) or Jena 
(where about 80 people rallied against police re- 
pression), but instead everyone was arrested 
and transported to a prison in Unterwellenborn. 
Most were released from custody on Sunday 
morning. In Erfurt, 300 antifas rallied on Satur- 
day afternoon. 

A spokesperson for the AA/BO called the 
German police’s response to the Saalfeld mobi- 
lization “a new level of state repression”. But 
local trade unions in Thuringia have stated the 
massive police repression has not made them 
think twice about their mobilization alliance with 
militant anti-fascists. A new nationwide mobi- 
lization to stop fascist organizing in Saalfeld 
is being planned. 

(Written by Arm The Spirit with 
infos from Nadir 
Archiv and 
‘junge Welt’) 


articles this page provided by: ANTI-FASCIST FORUM (AFF) 
Antifa Info-Bulletin is a member of the Anti-Fascist Forum net- 
work. AFF is an info-group which collects and disseminates 
information, research and analysis on fascist activity and anti- 
fascist resistance. More info: 

E-mail: aff@burn.ucsd.edu 
Web: http://bum.ucsd.edu/-aff 

graphics stolen from: Autonome Antifa (M) 
and Antifa Jungendinfo 


STATE REVEALS ITS TRUE SELF... 
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PLAN TO RESURRECT DER FURHER! 


AND IN MUNICH THEY OUTLAW THE CONSTITUTION 


[Source & Translation: Bernd Weber, 
arriva @ ruf. uni-freiburg. de ] 

(MUNICH) — An enormous contingent of police 
were in action in Munich on Saturday, November 
8 to enforce the bans on the rightist NPD (Na- 
tional Democratic Party) demonstration honoring 
the anniversary of the Hitler-Putsch (Hitler’s first 
attempt to seize power on November 9, 1 923) and 
the antifa counter- demonstration. After the NPD 
demonstration - “Against the terror of the PDS and 
Jusos” was outlawed, the ban against the counter- 
demonstration was upheld by the district adminis- 
trative court. According to the court decree, the 
main argument for banning the antifascist mobili- 
zation against the Nazi march, was that the orga- 
nizers of the counter-demo were “violent leftists.” 

The demo had been called by more than 60 
organizations ranging from the Greens and parts 
of the SPD (mainstream parties), as well as unions, 
PDS and antifas. Organizer Claus Schreer criti- 
cized the ban for not distinguishing between anti- 
fascists and the Nazi hordes. He announced that 
he planned to file suit in the Federal Constitutional 
Court. 

Saturday morning companies of cops in riot- 
gear blocked downtown Munich. Dozens of people 


were banished from the area, 1 8 antifascists were 
arrested and three apartments were raided, mainly 
for leaflets announcing the banned demo. Accord- 
ing to the “Ermittiungsausschuss" (the Investiga- 
tion Committee - an organization that collects in- 
formation about arbitrary acts by the police) they 
found absurd reasons for these arbitrary arrests. 
A person was arrested for asking a cop his badge 
number. Others were accused of being on their 
way to an illegal demonstration; the proof given 
by the police were that city maps and shawls to 
be used for disguise were found in their posses- 
sion. 

People, following the announcement of a 
memorial guard (Mahnwache) in front of the SPD 
building were banished from the area by the cops 
or SPD organizers. 

Several hundred antifascists finally gathered 
at the Marienplatz at an info-market of the foreign- 
ers’ council. Many people carried stickers that 
read: “Antifaschismus laesst sich nicht verbieten* 
(“Antifascism cannot be banned”) or, “Ude sei kein 
Uhl” (Ude don’t be an Uhl). The Social Democrat 
Oberbuergermeister (Chief Mayor) Christian Ude 
supported the line of his right-wing CSU- 
Kreisverwaltungsreferent (district administrative 


adviser) Hans-Peter Uhl, and approved the ban 
of the left-wing demonstration. 

Suddenly a man loudly began to cite para- 
graphs from the Basic Law of the Federal Repub- 
lic of Germany. (The “Basic Law” is the prelimi- 
nary constitution of the FRG. The name constitu- 
tion wasn’t adopted because of the division of 
Germany. Today, Germany still hasn’t officially 
adopted a constitution - B.W.). The surrounding 
antifascists joined him until finally more than a 
hundred people scanned the text of Fundamental 
Rights paragraph by paragraph. The cops re- 
garded this as a substitute “illegal meeting” and 
confiscated the legal text. It was verboten to shout 
the Fundamental Law in this way. The prosecut- 
ing authority has now filed a charge against Max 
Brym for “Raedelsfuehrerschaff (ringleadership) 
for the public oral performance of the Fundamen- 
tal Law. 

Brym said: “As socialist I defend the few rights 
we have in the Fundamental Law against those 
who refer to it in principle while abolishing it in 
reality.” 

Only a few neo-nazis were seen this day. The 
NPD’s telephone info-line called upon their follow- 
ers not to go to Munich. 


DECLARATION OF PROTEST AGAINST THE POLICE BAN 
& REPRESSION OF THE SAALFELD ANTI-FASCIST DEMO 

It is necessary to get international publicity 
and solidarity for those illegally detained. The 
people who have been arrested are still threat- 
ened by these false charges. The Secretary of 
Internal Affairs (Innenminister) has declared that 
he wants to make those who were arrested pay 
for the police action. They would be financially 
ruined for the rest of their lives. In fact, if such 
actions by the state are successful, to demonstrate 
in Germany would entail an incalculable risk. Ac- 
tions such as these by state authorities would re- 
sult in the virtual abolition of the freedom to dem- 
onstrate. 

International solidarity is critical! A defense 
fund for those imprisoned has been created. 
Please help by sending a donation today to: 


Source & Translation: Bernd Weber 
<arriva@ruf.uni-freiburg.de> 

Date: Monday, 27 October 1 997 

We protest the ban of the demonstration 
against rightist terror in Saalfeld, announced on 
1 1 . 1 0.97 by Angelo Lucifero (spokesperson of the 
Anti-Fascist/Anti-Racist League, Unionist), and 
which led to an enormous police action by more 
than 7000 cops. 

We sharply condemn the illegal mass arrests, 
unlawful detentions and the conditions of impris- 
onment not worthy of a human being of those who 
participated in the anti-fascist mobilization; we ask 
also that you support this declaration of protest. 

We regard the arrest of 428 anti-fascists on 
their way to legal, spontaneous demonstrations 
against the martial law of the police in Thuringia, 
Germany as illegal. 

EXAMPLES OF ARBITRARY 
ACTS OF THE POLICE: 

• About 120 of those who were arrested were con- 
fined against the ruling of a Haftrichter (Judge, 
responsible for the decision about custody or 
not). This is unlawful detention. 

• The imprisoned were supplied only with 0,4 I of 
liquid and very arbitrarily with food during more 
than 34 hours of detention. The detainees had 
to sleep on the bare floor and were only par- 
tially supplied with blankets. The heater was 


switched off. 

• Some detainees were publicly mistreated. 

• Women detainees had their tampons confiscated. 
When detainees pointed to the special situation 
of a pregnant woman, their jailers dismissed 
them with the words, “It wasn’t me.” Women 
were threatened with rape and sexually mo- 
lested. 

• Supply of sanitary facilities was insufficient, if 
access to the toilets was allowed at all. 

• All prisoners were kept in bonds during the last 
ten hours of their confinement. 

We protest against these arbitrary actions by 
the police and demand the immediate resignation 
of the Secretary of Internal Affairs (Innenminister) 
of Thuringia, R. Dewes. 

We demand that penal reports are withdrawn 
and indemnification of those mistreated and un- 
lawfully detained. 

This declaration is being supported by some 
members of parliament and by trade unionists. 
Please send letters of protest to the following ad- 
dress: 

Innenministerium des Landes 

Thueringen 

z. Hd. R. Dewes 

Schillerstr. 27 

99096 Erfurt 

Germany 


ROTE HILFE 
Postbank Nuernberg 
Account-No.: 160 16854 
Bank-No.: 760 100 85 
Concern: “11.10.” 

CONTACT ADDRESSES: 

Constantin v. Fuerstenberg / Luckenbachweg 5 / 
79115 Freiburg /Germany 

Bernd Weber / Haslacher Str. 206 / 79115 
Freiburg, Germany 

For more information see: 

http://www.nadir.org/nadir/aktuell 


CENSORED BY PERSONS 



i 


SMASH FASCISM WHEREVER 


ANTI-FASCISTS FORCE NATIONAL FRONT TO FLEE 


ANTI-RACISTS 
CONFRONT NEO-NAZI IN 
FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA 

[Source: Love & Rage] 

Amber, an anti-racist activist from Fargo, 
North Dakota wears a souvenir around her wrist 
of her resistance to organized white supremacy: 
a red cloth strip from a Nazi flag she and her ARA 
buddies tore into shreds at a rally in front of white 
supremacist leader Michael Hansen’s house on 
October 6. ARA Fargo-Moorhead, in existence for 
about a year, rallied along with Fargo South High 
School students in response to an incident the 
previous week when Hansen, host of a weekly 
“White Power Hour” cable access TV show and 
self-proclaimed member of the “National Socialist 
White Revolutionary Party of the Midwest,” dis- 
tributed flyers on South High’s campus. Hansen’s 
flyer “supported students’ absolute right to display 
the confederate flag...” under which, he boasted, 
“Southern White People of the Ku Klux Klan battled 
to have their civil rights restored.” Hansen pulled 
a knife on a student who confronted him while he 
wasffyering. 

Students had recently revived the South High 
practice, begun in 1980, of waving confederate 
flags to represent “South” at homecoming football 
contests. After an assistant principal confiscated 
the flags at the game, Hansen proclaimed this an 
act of anti-white bigotry. The assistant principal 
took the flags because they violated a four-year- 
old law banning flags at any area athletic event. 

After a lunch time rally called by South High 
students, ARA members among them and some 
of the other protesters (60-70 in all) headed over 
to Hansen’s apartment/TV studio where he broad- 
casts; his weekly show against the backdrop of two 
paintings of Hitler. 

In response to the crowd’s jeers. Hansen 
emerged from his apartment onto his balcony and 
began to unfurl a swastika flag. Before he could 
do so, a student leapt onto the second floor bal- 
cony to grab ft. Hansen struck the student in the 
head with the flag pole and broke his jaw; still the 
anti-racist held on and they exchanged blows. The 
flag fell to the ground and was shredded by the 
crowd. The anti-racist was arrested and charged 
with assault, disorderly conduct and incitement to 
riot. Another protester was arrested for breaking 
one of Hansen’s windows and a woman was also 
picked off by the cops after she scored a direct hit 
with a half-full two liter soda bottle. ARA members 
distributed flyers opposing not only organized 
white supremacists but institutionalized racism in 
police departments and elsewhere. Their flyer also 
proudly proclaimed: “We believe the only way to 
smash racism is to do it ourselves! We are also 
anti-sexist and pro-queer.” 

After four hours of harassment, Hansen 
slinked out his back door and drove away. He was 
later evicted from his building. 

FARGO-MOORHEAD ARA / RO. Box 1445 
/ Fargo, ND 58102 / E-mail: fmara@rrnet.com / 
Web: http://rmetcom/~fmara 


NAZIS ROUTED IN DOVER 


Dover, England, 16 November 1997 

Anti-fascists can claim a major victory in stop- 
ping a march by neo-Nazis in Dover on Saturday 15 
November. The National Front, an extremist race-hate 
group, were marching to demand the removal of 
Roma asylum-seekers who recently came to Dover 
from Eastern Europe. The Nazis were forced to aban- 
don their march when confronted by anti-fascists who 
had gathered from all over the country. 

The Labour government, the Tory Kent County 
Council and the gutter press have all helped whip up 
racism against the Roma asyium-seekers and there- 
fore, bear some responsibility for the march. The 
Nazis were trying to exploit the climate of hatred which 
has been stoked up by people who ought to know 
better. The NF have no members in Dover (their 
marchers were bussed in from Berkshire). 

The NF expected to be up against nothing more 
than a few terrified refugees but they got more than 
they bargained for. 

In just a few days more than 50 organisations 
involved in the Anti-fascist movement mobilised hun- 
dreds of people and were able to send the fascists 
packing with their tails between their legs. 

Anti-fascists half a mile away from the NF march 
were videoed and threatened with arrest unless they 
submitted to a comprehensive body search and gave 
their name, address and personal details. One per- 
son had every scrap of paper in his wallet examined 
under the pretext of looking for a razor blade. 

Six anti-fascists were arrested (2 released with- 
out charge, 4 released on bail). 

Many thanks to the following who supported the 
anti-fascistdemonstration in Dover on 15 November: 


Anti-Fascist Action, Anti-Nazi League, Banner The- 
atre, Birmingham ABC, Birmingham Assembly Against 
Racism, Birmingham Class War, Birmingham Trades 
Council, Close Down Campsfield Campaign, Close 
Down Harmondsworth, Colin Roach Centre, Dover 
Unemployed Action Group, European Roma Rights 
Center, Goldsmiths College Students' Union, Hack- 
ney Refugee and Migrant Support Group, Indian 
Workers' Association, Industrial Workers of the World 
(Britain), International Artists Against Racism, Irish in 
Britain Representation Group (Birmingham), Jeunes 
contre le racisme en Europe (France), Justice, Kent 
Anti-Fascist Committee, Kent Campaign for Asylum 
Seekers, Kent Law Clinic, Kent Socialist Alliance, 
Kurdistan Information Centre, Kurdistan Solidarity 
Committee, Labour Left Briefing, The Law, Yves 
Leresche (photographer, Switzerland), Dr Ken Lunn 
(University of Portsmouth), Lutte Ouvriere (France), 
Manchester Earth First!, Marxist Party, Medway De- 
tainee Support Group, Monitor (Norway), National 
Assembly Against Racism, National Coalition of Anti- 
Deportation Campaigns, Stan Newens MEP, Malcolm 
Pitt (former Kent Area President, National Union of 
Mineworkers), The Patrin, Reclaim the Streets (Lon- 
don), Searchlight, Sheffield Solidarity Federation, 
Slap, Socialist Outlook, Socialist Party, Socialist Work- 
ers' Party, Solidarity Foundation, Southall Black Sis- 
ters, Sudan Human Rights Organisation, Tyne and 
Wear Anti-Fascist Association, United for Intercultural 
Action (Amsterdam), Waltham Forest Anti-Deporta- 
tion Campaign, West Midlands Anti-Deportation Cam- 
paign, Youth Against Racism in Europe (Britain), 
Young Socialist Resistance. 

NATIONAL COALITION OF ANTI-DEPORTATION CAMPAIGNS 
22 Berners Street / Birmingham B19 2DR, England 
Tel: +44-1 21 -554-6947 /Fax: +44-121-507-1567 /E-mail: 
ncadc@ncadc.demon.co.uk / Web: httpy/www.ncadc.demon.co.uk/ 


ANTI-FASCIST VICTORY IN STOCKHOLM 


Stockholm ,8 November 1 997 
Source: <ksvensson@hotmail.com> via Arm the Spirit 
Today, Swedish nazis under the name of NSF, 
National Socialist Front, planned to honour their “fallen 
comrades” as well as protest against the consolidated 
publishing firm, Bonniers, which is owned by a Jew- 
ish family, although in no way favouring the liberal 
media, radical anti-fascists decided not to allow a plat- 
form for the nazis. Approximately 350 anti-fascists 
gathered in central Stockholm to prevent the planned 
march and one hour before the planned nazi demon- 
stration anti-fascists had occupied the proposed gath- 
ering point Police presence was minimal in relation 
to similar events in the month of November in recent 
years. Nazis circulated in the area with no apparent 
alternate gathering point and many were sternly told 
to remove themselves from the vicinity. At one point 
a group of 30 suicidal nazis attacked the anti-fascists 
and were effectively repulsed and forced to take cover 
behind police lines. The total of 86 nazis finally man- 
aged to gather themselves in front of Stockholm’s 
central train station and march under police protec- 
tion in the direction away from the anti-fascists and 
their original destination, the Bonniers publishing 
house. The nazis did not have the strength to execute 
their plans. Upon learning of the nazis position the 
anti-fascists set themselves in pursuit and small street 


termined to keep the two groups separated. The hunt 
led itself over a larger part of the city and approxi- 
mately 1 50 anti- fascists made their way to the island 
of Sodermalm where they chased the nazis into the 
local commuter train station. The nazis managed to 
catch a train just in time and avoided being taught 
the lesson that their fallen comrades already know. 
The police arrived on the scene and attempted to seal 
in the anti-fascists in the underground train station. 
The best defence is an offence and half of the anti- 
fascists were able to exit the train station by charging 
the weak police lines, the other half were held, frisked 
and then released without going through an identity 
control. Three anti-fascists were arrested on charges 
of inciting to riot but were soon released. Four police 
were injured. 

Other skirmishes with nazis, police and anti-fas- 
cists occurred in the Swedish towns of Uddevalla (anti- 
fascists 1, nazis 0) and Troilhottan (anti-fascists 1, 
police 1 , nazis 0). A nazi demonstration was even 
planned in Oslo, Norway, tomorrow, November 9, is 
the anniversary of crystal night and an anti- fascist 
demonstration is scheduled for Stockholm’s city cen- 
tre. 

From:* ARM THE SPIRIT / P.O. Box 6326, Station A / 
Toronto, Ontario M5W 1 P7 / Canada 
E-mail: ats@locustetext.org 


skirmishes then occurred with police who were de- Web: http://www.bum.ucsd.edu/--ats 



WHO HAVE NEITHER 




IT RAISES IT'S UGLY HEAD! 
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ANTI-FASCIST INFORMATION FROM THE CZECH REPUBLIC 




From Socialist Solidarity 

This past Monday (October 26) there were 
splendid demos - up to 1 5.000 students showed 
in Prague on only 24 hours notice to show their 
disgust at the murder of a 23-year-old Sudanese 
student, Hassan K. at the hands of two nazi 
skinheads last Saturday morning. The direct evi- 
dence and identity of the murderers faced the 
equally racist police (by statistics many of them 
voted in election for the fascist Republican Party) 
to make arrests. 

The two apprehended skinheads are almost 
certain to receive minimum 15-years jail sen- 
tences. Hassan is already the 21st fatal victim of 
nazi violence since 1 989, but this time the gov- 
ernment had to act, knowing that the public in 
Western Europe is watching them because of the 
exodus of the Roma, the most viciously op- 
pressed minority in the Czech Republic. 

The heads of Hassan's college (Economic 
University in Prague) and the Mayor of the 
3rd district of Prague called the protest, invit- 
ing many politicians. 

Most often they were whistled and jeered for 
hiding this shame for seven years, but applauded 
for what they said: to ban nazi skinheads, to iso- 
late the fascist Republicans (18 seats in Par- 
liament out of 200), and to act, not contem- 
plate. 

In 


Brno 
and 
Olomouc 
students too 
were gathering 
in Liberec 
thousands 
s t r o n 
crowd held 
their minute ( 
above their heads. 
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silence with fists raised 


BACKGROUND ON GYPSY 
(ROMA) EXODUS FROM THE 
CZECH REPUBLIC 

It’s very important to see why the exodus of 
Gypsies has happened during the last two months. 
The main reasons were growing racist tendencies, 
especially after natural disasters (floods) in the 
Czech republic. After this catastrophe the media 
began a massive campaign against Gypsies, 
blaming them for a multitude of problems (steal- 
ing of charity help, looting of empty houses, etc.). 
Of course these were lies. All people were arrested 
for these crimes were “white,” in a lot of cases 
police and rescue teams refused to help Gypsies 
in destroyed areas. But the media campaign was 


successful - Gypsies were seen as the root of all 
problems - of course it was test for the govern- 
ment because people who talk about Gypsies 
didn’t see the main reason for the disaster. 

After this campaign there was a TV report 
about emigration to Canada and the possibility of 
obtaining refugee status. TV claimed that the easi- 
est solution was for all Gypsies - to leave the Czech 
republic. Some families tried this possibility, but 
only racism and racist attacks are the reason for 
this exodus. 

RACIST MURDERS 

Since 1991 there have been 12 racist mur- 
ders and this number is growing dramatically. 

BRUTAL RACIST ATTACKS IN THE 
CZECH REPUBLIC: 

28 August 1991: 22-year-old 
nazi skin near Jicin (East 
Bohemia) tortured to death 
6-year-old Gypsy boy, 
suffocating him and 
utting him with a 
piece of glass. 

• 11 October 1991: in 
Cercany near Benesov 
(Central Bohemia) 3 nazi 
skins beat ^^up a 36 
year-old father of 
3 children. He 
died after a fewj 
hours. 

22 September 1993: 
in Brno four young 
Gypsy girls jumped 
from a tram in fear; 
one of them died. 

• 22 September 1993: i 
Prague two nazis attacker 
38-year-old Gypsy man; 
he was found dead. 

• 24 September 1 993: in 
South Bohemia city of 
Pisek 40 nazis attacked 
4 Gypsy boys, who were 
forced to escape by jumping 
into the river Otava. Skinheads 
threw stones on them and did 
not let them get out of the 
water. One died. 

• 23 December 
1993: two nazis 
murdered a 43- 
year-old man, they 
kicked him while he 
was on the ground 
and beat him withj 
a baseball bat; the/ 
robbed him of 200 Kc 1 
(4 pounds) and ciga- 
rettes; 11 days later the 
man died. 

• 1 3 May 1 995: a racist pogrom in Zdarj 


nad Sazavou “accidently” on the same day that 
president Havel “opened up” the memorial to 
Gypsy victims of the Holocaust during WW2. The 
victim of the pogrom was a 42-year-old father of 5 
children. 

* 22 September 1 997: a racist gang drove through 
the Gypsy quarter of west Bohemian town of 
Domazlice; they fired gas pistols and catapults at 
surrounding windows. One women died as a con- 
sequence of shock. 

Police usually refuse to identify the racist at- 
tacks as having racist motives. They identify these 
attacks as “simple hooliganism.” No surprise since 
10% of city police in CR are members or sympa- 
thizers of nazi organisations. 

BRUTAL RACIST ATTACKS IN SLOVAKIA: 

• 1996: In Ziar nad Hronom a Gypsy man was 
burned to death by nazis; they poured a mixture 
of polystyrene and petrol over the man and lit it. 

STATISTICS - racist attacks in Czech republic: 

1991 - 150 

1992-120 

1994-232 

1996- 652 

1997 - ? 

87% of people would dislike having 
Gypsies as neighbors 


m 
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The information on these two pages 
was transimitted to us by the Anti fa 
Info-Bulletin. Fora wealth of up to date 
anti-fascist information, contact the ad- 
dress listed below. If you don 't yet have 
access to a computer or email, get it as 
soon as you can. To effectively combat 
fascism, even tools of the enemy can 
made into effective weapons! 


ANTIFA INFO-BULLETIN (AFIB) 

750 La Playa # 730 / San Francisco, California 94121 / 
E-Mail: tburghardt@igc.org /On PeaceNet visit ANTIFA 
INFO-BULLETIN on pol.right.antifa / or by gopher -> 
gopher://gopher.igc.apc.org:7021/11/europe / Via the 
Web --> http://burn.ucsd.edu/-aff/afib.html 
ANTI-FASCIST FORUM (AFF) 

Antifa Info-Bulletin is a member of the Anti-Fascist 
Forum network. AFF is an info-group which collects 
and disseminates information, research and analysis 
on fascist activity and anti-fascist resistance. E-mail: 
aff@burn.ucsd.edu Web: http://burn.ucsd.edu/-aff 


WISDOM NOR VIRTUE. 






ANIMAL EXPLOITERS FED TO THE LIONS! 


Japanese animal rights organization seeks help and solidarity abroad 



FAN (Free Animal Network) is looking 
for cooperators abroad. Please let us know: 

• newspaper or magazine articles on ani- 
mals and their whereabouts; 

• animal abuses in your area and the way 
to deal with those incidents; 

• Your friends who have a good command 
of Japanese. 

FAN, Free Animals Network, was estab- 
lished in Japan in 1990. We have disseminated 
information on ailing fur animals, demanded the 
abolition of fur products from the viewpoint of 
consumers, and have conducted consumer 
strikes. 

Every year, we conduct an anti-fur product 
demonstration without wearing any clothes in 
most crowded districts in Japan. Lots of mass 
media have reported this strike, leading to a can- 
cellation of orders at a fur salon of a famous 
department store, dealing in much fur products. 
The import cost of fur products in Japan has 
decreased; the 1995 cost was less than one- 
fifth of the peak in 1984. 

In Japan, breeding of fur animals has rarefy 
been conducted, relying on imports. Breeding 
of fur animals takes place far away from Japan. 
Therefore, Japanese people are purchasing fur 
coats without knowing the terrible facts. Please 
let us know the information on fur farms, the 
number of fur animals and statistics of exports. 

Besides the fur product issue, FAN has con- 
ducted many activities as follows to solve the 
problems regarding animals; 

• We prevented Yakuza, Japanese Mafia, 
from selling pets in front of the famous station 
close to the Tokyo Metropolitan Government 
Office. They had abused animals by selling pets 
on the street with little feeding, which forces them 
to suffer and die under the scorching sun or se- 
vere cold. While many citizens had tried for 
twenty years to stop the Yakuza selling pets 
under such conditions, FAN succeeded in solv- 
ing this problem in just three months. The sell- 
ers were fined for animal abuse. 

• We infiltrated into a facility of a leading na- 
tional university, photographed laboratory ani- 
mals, released them and found them fosters. 
Then, we found a researcher in charge of abused 
laboratory dogs, and called him to account. 

• At a Japanese sightseeing spot in which 
many foreign tourists visit, the Yakuza ran a pet 
shop by using some animals for games and mak- 
ing customers abuse the animals. With the co- 
operation of FAN and local citizens, the shop is 
now gone. 

• We accused some workers at a famous 
Japanese “Bear Ranch” of abusing and killing 
bears and smuggling expensive gall bladders 
and meat of the bears. This incident was taken 
up at the Washington Convention. 

• We infiltrated into a slaughterhouse and 



filmed and photographed the actual conditions. 

• We accused Japanese traditional monkey 
entertainment of animal abuse. This scene of 
the entertainment was reported throughout Ja- 
pan, and FAN members appeared on three-hour 
live telecast, many Japanese citizens started to 
harbor a distrust of “cute animal shows”. 

• Just after the Hanshin Earthquake, we vis- 
ited the disaster area and pitched tents to help 
pets. With the cooperation of vets, we cured 
1 ,600 pets and found foster homes for them. 

• We made a tour of local cities with vets and 
operated cheaper emasculation or sterilization 
for over 1,000 abandoned cats and dogs. 

• We obtained the information that the big- 
gest organization of vets had a plan to hold a 
seminar for dog’s biological experimentation, and 
to dispose of the dog after the seminar. We ne- 
gotiated with the president until the dawn and 
persuaded him to change the plan. (Now, this 
dog is very fine). 

• We protested against a local festival which 
doped and forced a horse to climb up a steep 
slope and smash against a wall. First of all, we 


succeeded in stopping the horse doping. Now, 
we are calling for reconsideration of the festival 
itself. 

• We found out in secret that a professional 
wrestler was trying to import a bear to fight. We 
dissuaded the hall, where the wrestler planned 
to fight the bear, from allowing him to use it. That 
is, the wrestler was defeated without fighting. 

• Five orcas were captured and sold to an 
aquarium. Four months later, two of them had 
died. We are gathering signatures to release 
the rest of the orcas, and calling for the abolition 
of capturing whales. 

• We are promoting a campaign for a con- 
sumer strike of ivory products to protect African 
elephants. We are investigating domestic smug- 
gling and its route. 

FAN / P.O. Box 245, Shinjuku Post Office ,163- 
91 Tokyo, Japan 
03-3321 -0337(Tel/Fax) 

Tokyo Mitsubishi(Bank Name) 

Shinjuku(Branch Name) 

143941 8(Azccount Number) 
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WIIO: 


Since the first incarnation of punk, anarcho-punks have al- 
ways been milling about. Often criticized, many banded to- 
gether, most notably in the early UK scene, punk wasn't about 
noise and fashion, it was anger and rebellion. They were 
outraged at a world gone mad with greed and callousness. 
Direct action and education was what counted not subcul- 
tural escapism and fashion plates mimicking society. 

Today. Obviously, not much has changed with the 
world, but what of punk? The apolitical trend addicts are still 
there (in overabundance it would appear) but likewise small 
pockets of those of us who give a shit have stuck it out. 
Within every scene there's always a batch of anarchist punks 
who are heavily active within the D.I.Y. scene spreading the 
seeds of social revolution via various forms of medium. 
Unfortunately they are also the first to burn out of punk. Con- 
fronted with a large majority of punks neither giving a shit or 
directly opposing our dreams, a lot of us give up out of frus- 
tration or move onto more political circles to continue our 
activism in a more supportive environment. 

The anarcho-punk movement today lacks two ba- 
sic elements of anarchism in general: Solidarity and mutual 
support. Anarcho-punks are completely isolated from one 
another to a large extent It makes it difficult to even feel like 
part of a movement. If it were possible to bring us together, 
gather the tribes, the hopes would be that (one) we wouldn't 
feel so alone in our struggles making it a more spirited and 
since as a whole, and (two) we would actually be perceived 
as a genuine threat to society and a militant force within the 
world wide anarchist movement 



WHAT: 


The A.P.F. The idea is to network anarchist punks via 
Counter Culture. Counter Culture is to be a quarterly news- 
letter for the A.P.F. updating happenings within our move- 
ment and listing active anarcho-punks as members. 

The structure, obviously, would be decentralized 
and non-hierarchical. The only criteria for being part of the 
A.P.F is that you be an active anarchist punk within the D.I.Y. 
scene. By active we mean that you are actually doing some- 
thing to promote radical, antiauthoritarian ideologies, by do- 
ing a zine, playing in a band, holding potlucks, organizing 
protests, organizing gigs, running a distro, wheat pasting fly- 
ers, etc... In other words those fancy little circle symbols aren't 
just for fashion's sake and the revolution isn't just talk! 
PRIMARY A.P.F. GROUPS 

For the sake of rapid information dissemination and 
the building of a more solid framework, we are suggesting 


primary A.P.F groups. These groups would take on the task 
of organizing state/regional A.P.F.s. For instance the 
Crasshole Collective would hold monthly "big meetings," 
either a picnic or a potluck, bringing together all the anar- 
chist punks in Maryland under the Maryland Anarchist Punk 
Federation banner. It helps to bring everyone's efforts to- 
gether, forging links within our actions, and encourages lo- 
cal communications. 

The Primary A.P.F. groups would serve as an 
umbrella or skeleton for A.P.F. members in their region. This 
would particularly be useful in spreading news/info quickly 
(i.e. if you were organizing a festival or protest, or released 
something, or needed submissions for a project, and you 
need it publicized before the next printing of Counter Cul- 
ture, they would write to the primary A.P.F. group and would 
spread the info through their region via their newsletter, big 
meetings, whatever, and It would filter through the entire 
federation.) 


WHY: 


Why will this work? Two reasons: First, by listing only ac- 
tive anarcho-punks, it weeds out fashionable do-nothings, 
and second, by keeping it decentralized and vague in defi- 
nition (as we all know, there's a million definitions for punk 
and anarchism!) the federation won't get locked down in 
bureaucratic shit! It's also important to note that elitism has 
no place in the A.P.F. If you find yourself criticizing other 
anarcho-punks efforts you're only serving to destroy the com- 
munity we're trying to build, so think again!! There are so 
few of us as it is and every effort counts. Try to work out our 
differences or agree to differ; we’re all in the same boat. 




Now! The time to organize is now. Join the A.P.F. today by 
sending listings including a brief description and contact 
address for your project(s) / collective to be printed in Counter 
Culture. If you want to take on the task of being a primary 
A.P.F. group, begin organizing in your area and send re- 
ports to Counter Culture as well. Individually we're nothing 
more than a nuisance. Together, however, our efforts and 
our movement can be part of making our dreams a reality. 


MU EUR 


Everywhere! The A.P.F. recognizes no borders! 

International A.P.F. Contact c/o The Crasshole 
Collective/ P.O. Box73/Odenton, MD21113/U.S.A. 
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PRO-CHOICE AND PROUD OF IT! 


Written by the 
Minneapolis ARA 


ARA fights all forms of oppression. We sup- 
port a woman's right to have total control over her 
body. We will fight people who try to take away 
that basic right. ARA sees the anti-abortion move- 
ment as one based on around silencing a woman's 
voice, keeping women submissive and pushing 
them back into oppressive roles. A challenge to 
woman's personal reproductive choice is a chal- 
lenge to her freedom... and that needs to be con- 
fronted. 

The Threat of the Christian Right 

For many people, religion is central, helpful, and a 
supportive part of their life. However, ARA believes 
that the Christian Right is not a religion but a pow- 
erful and dangerous political action group that has 
a specific agenda — we fight the movement, not the 
religion. Not only fs this movement the biggest 
threat to women’s free choice, they are also racist, 
homophobic, and promote hatred towards any reli- 
gion aside from their own. 

On the surface, the people of the Christian 
Right call for a retu m to the traditional family. . . mom, 
dad, good kids, house, lawn. Taking it further, their 
arguments stress that the man’s role in marriage is 
to make the family’s money while mom makes ba- 
bies and dinner. 

Beneath this perfect picture is the fact that not 
many people can fit this description and some 
people just don't want to. This is where the Chris- 
tian Right gets vicious. Anyone who isn't living their 
way is a threat to their movement. They're trying to 
roll single moms, families without the funds for a 
house, mothers who work outside their home, gay 
people who want to have children, lesbians who 
might not, and just about anyone who doesn't fit 
their narrow definition of what's right. 

The danger is that these are not just words 
that people of the Christian Right are saying. Mem- 
bers of the Christian Right include members of con- 
gress, people editing our local papers (not this one!), 
mayors, governors, corporations, school boards, 
cops and some who work with groups like the KKK 
and neo-Nazis. Their influence shows up in wel- 
fare cuts, anti-immigration policies, and discrimina- 
tion laws against lesbians and gays. Besides the 
legal battles, they are downright dirty on the 
streets — they advocate, and in many cases are the 
perpetrators of, abortion clinic bombings and the 
murders of several abortion doctors. 

Choice Means Complete Repro- 
ductive Freedom for All Women 

Being truly pro-choice goes way beyond keep- 
ing abortion legal. It means all women choosing 
when and who they want to have sex, given ac- 
cess to accurate information about birth control, and 
making all birth control (including abortion) acces- 
sible and affordable to all women. We know the 
anti-choice movement isn't really about life or sav- 
ing babies, the Christian Right sees abortion as a 
tool women use to take control of their bodies and 
their lives and that’s why they want to stop it — it's 


not even about their fetus fetish. At the same time, 
in the name of population control, (which was cre- 
ated by rich white people who were freaked out by 
poor women and women of color "breeding") in the 
US women are being forced or coerced into steril- 
ization and pressured into birth control methods like 
depo-provera and the norplant without being told 
about the extreme side effects they have on our 
bodies. Just as we fight for the right to not be forced 
into an unwanted pregnancy, we as women pos- 
ses the power to reproduce and we should fight 
just as hard when someone tries to take it from us. 
Keeping a race, culture, or community from having 
children is slow genocide. Population control is 
aimed at keeping poor women and women of color 
from having children and has been used to crush 
social movements; in the 50ies population control 
propaganda claimed that over population caused 
communism. We need to see the abortion issue 
for what it is, our right to have total control over 
everything we do with our bodies. 

We value motherhood and envision a move- 
ment where parents and children are able to ac- 
tively participate. We have mad respect for any- 
one willing to raise a kid in this fucked up society. 
Being pro-choice is the opposite of being anti- 
mother; it acknowledges the awesome responsi- 
bility and importance of mothers and recognizes 
that women should be able to decide when and if 
they want to take that on. 

Feminism, Girls Rule 

Feminism is a way of thinking and acting that 
takes into account how women are oppressed in 
this society by patriarchy. Patriarchy is a wrong 
system that gives men power over women. Femi- 
nists fight and struggle for women’s liberation. 
Women define feminism, but both men and women 
can be feminists. 

Minneapolis ARA has a strong commitment 
to building an anti-racist movement that is also anti- 
sexist. All forms of oppression are interconnected 
and they all need to be smashed. For example 
when a poor Latino woman on welfare is wrongly 
criminalized in this society for just struggling and 
trying to survive we need to see this as racism, 
sexism, and classism all working together to keep 
her down. The real criminals are the rich white men 
and all those who are inspired to be like them and 
take up their values. 

We want to build an anti-racist movement that 
supports women's liberation. We actively engage 
in struggles against forces in our society that are 
trying to take away women's freedom. We oppose 
the Christian Right movement and their blatant at- 
tacks on abortion and imposition of abusive, male- 
defined family values. We oppose rape and do- 
mestic violence and all forms of physical and men- 
tal abuse inflicted on women by fucked up men. 
We oppose images of women made by men that 
disrespect women's bodies and minds. In contrast 
we encourage and empower young girls and 
women to develop skills to push back oppression. 
Girls Kick Ass!! 

We want to build a feminist movement that is 
anti-racist. That means that "white" women do not 



always get^ 
to define the 
terms of the j 
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that femi- 
nism should 
have a deep un- 
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particular 
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five American, 

Latina, and Asian-American women must be part 
of any feminist movement that is also anti-racist. 

Women and young girls represent a rebellious 
social group in our society. We respect and value 
their contributions in society and in the anti-racist 
movement we are trying to build. We recognize 
that women can be strong anti-racist fighters in their 
own right and don't want or need leadership from 
men in our scenes. We struggle to make room for 
women's lives and experiences and don't focus our 
scenes around the Interests of men. We listen to 
and value women's ideas about anti-racist strategy 
and revolution. 

What is the Minneapolis 
Anti-Racist Action? 

Mpls ARA is a direct action anti-racist group. 
We believe that people actively engaging in 
struggle against oppression is what brings about 
radical social change. We're not going to wait 
around for the government to do it for us because 
they benefit from racism and all other forms of op- 
pression. 

This is what we do. ARA is involved in sev- 
eral struggles. We have three main areas of work. 
(1) We organize against racist groups like Nazi 
skinheads and the Klan. We organize to shut down 
Nazi shows/events and "out" them in the neigh- 
borhoods they live in. We participate in anti-Klan 
work by counterprotesting at their rallies. (2) We 
organize against the racism of government insti- 
tutions like the police. We have started up a 
COPWATCH, a street program to challenge and 
confront the police on their behavior. (3) We orga- 
nize against the Christian Right. We help defend 
abortion clinics and organize against pro-life 
churches and fake clinics (clinics run by Christian 
Right groups for the purpose of confusing and 
manipulating women into not having an abortion). 

We are part of a network of anti-racist groups 
in North America, called the ARA Network. We 
are interested in helping build a movement that is 
large enough to successfully take on the organized 
racists/fascist groups and the racism of the gov- 
ernment — the racism that's at the foundation of 
the development of this country. 

ANTI-RACIST ACTION 
P.O. BOX 80239 
MINNEAPLIS, MN 55407 USA 
612-649-4586 
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One year ago the Active Resistance gathering took 
place in Chicago bringing together some 750 North 
American anarchists and revolutionary activists rep- 
resenting Earth First!, Food Not Bombs, Anti Rac- 
ist Action, the Queer Youth Movement, Sister 
Subverter, Anarchist Black Cross, the Youth Lib- 
eration Movement, Love and Rage, the IWW, the 
Anti-Authoritarian Network of Community Organiz- 
ers, the Network of Anarchist Collectives, the Ani- 
mal Liberation Front, Social Ecologists, the Squat- 
ters Rights Movement, and solidarity movements 
with MOVE and Mumia Abu Jamal, Fred Hampton 
Jr., the EZLN, Leonard Peltier and the American 
Indian Movement. 

Eight people from Toronto took part in Active 
Resistance during August of '96. Following the 
subsequent Days of Action labour demonstration 
of 200,000 in the fall, local speaking engagements 
by Angela Davis and Peter Lamborn Wilson during 
the winter, and historic reenactment of Emma 
Goldman’s speech The Youth In Revolt’ on April 
1 4th at the Labour Lyceum (60 years after the origi- 
nal presentation she gave while living in Toronto 
towards the end of her lifetime) a small group of 
local anarchists began the process of organizing a 


Toronto Active Resistance gathering during the sum- 
mer. 

Over the course of 2 spirited meetings, repre- 
sentatives from Earth First!, ARA, Food Not Bombs, 
collective members of the Toronto’s anarchist-punk 
infoshop 'Who's Emma', an original participant of 
the 1988 anarchist-organized 'Survival Gathering', 
and many other individual activists decided that a 
full year would be required in order to best prepare 
for a large-scale local gathering of anarchists and 
radical activists in Toronto, to be held as the ten- 
year anniversary of the '88 Survival Gathering. 

ACTIVE RESISTANCE '98 
TORONTO 

Toronto is the most multicultural city in North 
America, yet has seen a brutal wave of killings of 
people of color at the hands of Metro Police. Canada 
is home to the second-largest community of Nazi 
war criminals in the world, and Toronto has a dis- 
proportionate share of boneheads and fascist pro- 
pagandists. The province of Ontario has been rated 
the third most polluted in North America, clearcut 
deforestation has been rampant in the Temagami 
region, and the Darlington nuclear reactor recently 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
ANARCHIST GATHERING 
SOLIDARITY WINTER FESTIVAL 




January 23-24, 1998 


^January 25, 1998 

This event is about bringing together people from different cultures, to teach and learn from 
one another. There will be community activists of all different races from the community. 

This will be a step towards forming a movement of social change and a celebration of 
resistance. There will be workshops, study groups, films, poetry readings, dancing, book 
fair, games, DIY record labels/vendors, live music and more. 

What you can do: 

If you are in an organization and are interested in participating with doing a workshop, 
please contact us. 

Radical revolutionary bands send in your demo tapes / records and lyric sheet if you 
would like to participate (deadline is the end of December). 

People from Orange County and Los Angeles areas who can car pool and offer housing 
for guests, from out of town areas please get in touch. 

For more info send a large self-addressed stamped envelope to: 

Beyond the Walls of Injustice / RO. Box 6188 / Fullerton, CA 92834 
24-hour hotline for information and message and voice mail: (714) 490-4950 

January 23-24 will be at Koo's Cafe in Santa Ana (714) 648-0937 
January 25 will be at the International Panther Headquarters in LA (213) 296-4383 
There will be an animal rights benefit show at the Black Panther headquarters with 
Locust, Resist and Exists, Rap Artist, and more bands to be announced... 


closed following the revelation of massive safety 
incompetence. As increasing numbers of home- 
less people freeze to death each winter and more 
kids take to the streets to work squeegeeing wind- 
shields, new McDonald's, Blockbuster Videos, and 
Starbucks are popping up all over and bank profits 
are higher than they've ever been before. 

As the number of desperate and homeless in- 
crease, right wing provincial premier Mike Harris 
has been stripping the city of its social services and 
local democracy, shutting down hospitals, reduc- 
ing welfare payments, eliminating the right to strike, 
giving police powers to avoid assessment, avoid- 
ing responsibility for the killing of Stoney Point Na- 
tive activist Dudley George, amalgamating Toronto 
into a 'MegaCity' in order to reduce political account- 
ability, and privatizing everything including the wa- 
ter. Campus occupations have taken place across 
the province by student activists frustrated with in- 
creasingly inaccessible tuition fees. And the Ontario 
Federation of Labour sits poised for the possibility 
of an upcoming province-wide general strike. 

Next summer will be ripe for a creative, fun, 
culturally diverse, queer positive, Native-solidarity, 
pro-feminist, youth-friendly, political-prisoner-sup- 
portive, labour-aligned, anti-poverty, ecologically- 
minded gathering of anarchist and revolutionary 
activists in August '98 to take action against 
neoconservatism, neoliberalism, and all other forms 
of oppression in Toronto, North America, and around 
the world. All anarchists, revolutionary activists and 
their friends and allies are welcome to join us in 
Toronto this coming August. Please send informa- 
tion requests, organizing and outreach ideas, work- 
shop topics, fundraising and activity suggestions, 
contact addresses, political statements, letters of 
endorsement and structural comments to: 

Active Resistance '98 /Toronto Planning Crew / P.O. 
Box 1 08 Station P / Toronto Canada M5S 2S8 / 
<resist@tao.ca> 



March 14, 1998 

County Fair Building, Golden Gate Park 
9th Ave. & Lincoln Way, San Francisco 
10 am-6 pm 
Admission is free 
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‘Absolutely Greedy 


D0HIT1ER/ 

Saturation split 7” 


DAHMER 9 Song 7” 
Seized/Ire split lp 


Item 

Can 

U.S. A. 

World 

7” 

$4.5 

$3.5 

$5 

10VLP 

$8 

$7 

$9 

CD 

$8 

$7 

$8 

T-Shirts 

$10 

$8 

$9 


Prices are post paid air mail and payable 
to Chris Dragan. All orders in U.S. funds, 
except Canadian. Use well-concealed cash 

OR POSTAL MONEY ORDERS. No CHECKS. STORES 
AND DISTRIBUTORS ASK FOR WHOLESALE PRICES. 


WlSIGOTH T IS COMING SOON 
DAHMER WHITE ON BLACK T-SHIRTS - 
ALL SIZES 

SPINELESS 

RECORDS 

P.O. Box 524, Stn C, Montreal, H2L 4K4, 
Canada Phone: (514) 276-3889. 



S "Heridas Abiertas" T 

political HC/ punk from CftiCe. 

O Id style HC with a modem twist 
and well thought out lyrics. 6 intense 
tracks in ad. 


Still Available: 

Abuso Sonoro 'Revolte-Sel! T 

Crushing Brasilian anarco-thmsh 


each record: 
$3/$4/$5 ppd. 
us/can. mexJworld 
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This long awaited easy-to-use. concise reference for & 
vegans, vegetarians, the health-conscious, and curious I 
alike, documents thousands of animal and animal de- i 
rived ingredients. Contents include an extensive chap- & 
ter on vegan nutrition; over 150 listings complete with ■ 
explanations and alternatives; over 200 beers, wines, 
and information on the ever confusing world of cider; | 
alphabetical listings of animal derived ingredients and g 
ingredients that can sometimes be animal derived; a 
thorough resource guide. - With over 2000 listings in 
all, this is the most comprehensive guide available for - 
those concerned with what they purchase, and consume. *• 
96p. $6.95 + $1 .70 s/h Cash or Money order: Pay to line II 
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Ingredients 







We welcome your responses, comments, 
crticlsms, and questions to what we printed 
P.E. or things that just piss you off In the world 
in general. If you have something to say, send 
us a letter as we want to hear from you! 

Greetings to you, 

f see in the issue #33 letters section, some nut has 
responded to my letter, feeling the need I guess, to dem- 
onstrate in front of everyone that he just can’t read. This 
someone, one B. Brown, managed to use my name in his 
letter a remarkable 18 times. Strangely however, this 
seems to be the only thing he got right Now I gotta say, 
after reading his letter, i had to dig out issue #31 and re- 
read my letter since f couldn’t figure out what he was talk- 
ing about at alt Were there some typo’s in there I hadn’t 
noticed that had me saying stud other than what I had 
intented? But upon re-reading, lt*s dear that B. Brown is 
Just some sort of mnt case. Either that or just can’t read. 

It’s possible I suppose, if you don’t read very well, to 
miss the whole point. And out of kindness (and respect 
for anyone willing to speak their mind in print). I’ll just 
presume that B. Brown misunderstood. Please B. Brown, 
if you’re reading this, re-read my tetter. It’s a response to 
some asshole saying murderers and rapist should be killed. 
I’m attacking his position. - & ^ Bll 

Robert Wilcox ’Treetop* lewis 


PE and Readers, 

Hello from the state of entrapment, (Indiana of 
course). I am starting to get interested in the anarcho- 
punk scene, from what I’ve read in the few issues of PE 
that I have been able to find and from some of my friends 
that are into the scene, but I am still ignorant on some 
stuff. I am interested in anyone who could help me obtain 
more knowledge, if anyone is interested here is the way to 
contact me. * 

Dale D. Veal #936824 / 14-South / 1946 West US High- 
way 40 / Greencastle, IN / 46135 

Dear PE and Readers, 

I am writing you from a prison in northern Nevada. I 
often see letters from inmates form across the country. 
However, there is one subject which I don’t see addressed 
to often: the racial hatred which is expressed and culti- 
vated within this country’s prisons. / 

The situation here is similar to the nation's other pe- 
nal institutions. The first rule of order is to break the people 
info racial groups. What you end up with is an almost 
tribal society. White supremists, radical black muslims, 


Dear PE readers! (Jr 

Tve decided to write this response to Dan’s column 
in PE #29/30. This won’t be another tirade pro or against 
CD/vinyl format. I’d like to write about conditions of mak- 
ing records here, in Poland, Eastern Europe. 

I’m one of the two people running a label called Nikt 
Nic Nie Wie. We were the first ones to release vinyl LP in 
oi# country in DfYway, we did also first CD. For the last 7 
years we keep on releasing records in both formats. That’s 
up to bands which format they use. Maybe that should be 
important information at this point, that no Polish label apart 
from us Malarie and Obuh releases vinyl IP’s. No com- 
mercill labels retease them, no shops sell vinyl, it’s even 
hard to buy a recordpJayer. Some labels and distros who 
sell independent'stuff here import vinyl. Their prices are 
twice as high as prices that of our CDs. Same goes for 
techno/rave vinyls which are very hard to find. So when 
we decide to release the vinyl record, if s mostly because 
we want to help bands get their stuff to punx abroad (which 
means you as well). We have to send it by mail or use 
punk post, otherwise those at European Community or in 
the states would have to pay custom charges. 

Dan stated that CD’s and LP’s production costs are 
nearly the same. Maybe thafs a fact in US, but here, we 
have to use pressing plants in Germnay (and pay higher 
custom taxes) or the only one in Eastern European coun- 
tries based te Czech Republic. According to their prices, 
CD production costs is one and a half LP production cost. 
We are not able to press large quantities, which means 
CD mastering costs us three times more than LP master- 
ing. Each single copy of CD costs about 1 0% more than 
it’s vinyl equiviJant. Even paying less for covers (which is 
not always a true) we still can’t sell CD as cheap as LP. 
We could sell LP as expensive as CD, but thafs definitely 
not what we are into. 

jpto The reason I wrote this piece is following: there’s no 

final solutions, no answers are right in any situtation. Sim- 
ply keep that in mind when dealing with anyone with dif- 
ferent opinions. Even if that’s just as s% this as DIY label’s 
price policy. , ' //= llllk , ✓ . % 

Michal / Nikt Nic Nie Wie / PO Box 53 / 34-400 / Nowy 
Targ/ Poland 

Michael, 

Thanx for the information! My column was essen- 
tially written against labels in the U.S. who charge much 
higher prices for their CD's than for the vinyl equivalent, 
especially when they don't contain any extra songs and 
the packaging is usually much weaker For us to release 
an LP, it is actually about one and a half times more ex- 
pensive than a CD! i just don't get why these people play 
along with the music industry to charge more for an infe- 
rior product and are still tolerated in the D I Y. scene! — 
Dan 



Mexican mafia, etc... Each group extolling the superiority 
of their own race. 

The prisons not only accept this but they encourage 
it in their normal manipulative style, pitting one race against 
the other. After all, as long as we are at each other’s 
throats, we cannot fight the real enemy - the system. 

I have always been a loner, never a follower, so I 
was able to identify and resist this powerful (and it is pow- 
erful) force. However, as a result, fighting for my very 
survival can be a daily thing. 

I’m not writing this to “blow my own horn”, but to put 
out a call to the many inmates/convicts who read this maga- 
zine. It is our responsability to take a stand against this. 
Do not just “go with the flow” or you are worse than the 
others because you know better*. 

If we don’t fight this desease we will be no better 
than the facists who ran Nazi Germany now in the world. 
Think about it. 

For those of you in the semi-free world, I would love 
to hear from you. Believe me, I could use the encourage- 
ment. Please write me at: 

Michael Sutton #45168 / N.N.C.C. PO Box 7000 / Carson 
City, NV/ 89702 

If I’m not at that facility, write: 

Lovelock Correctional Center / PO Box 359 / Lovelock, 
NV / 89419 

Hello PE & Leslie, 

It’s because of your letter in #31 that I am writing 


right now. * ' 

First of all, alt this bollox about that there are not 
enough demos done... organise one, or two, or everyday It 
you wanty&yxsMI 

I am a forefighter for animal rights and your story 
about “puppies and kittens” makes my spikes fall off. 1 
agree that there are too many people who “take a per 
without really thinking about the responsibility. The shel- 
ters here in Holland are packed with dumped dogs and 
cats (and birds, and so on...) So if you want a pet, go to 
the nearby shelter or rescue some beagles from a labora- 
tory. 

But what’s this shit with cute puppies and kittens, 
you probably got them from a friend who has to get rid of 
“his” kittens because we don’t want to spend some money 
for a sterilization of his/her cat? There are enough cats in 
this world, on the street, everywhere and because you 
think kittens are so cute and the vet costs so much more 
should come every year? (too bad there aren’t no steril- 
ization programs for humans?) 

The whole point of your letter, Leslie, was that people 
with pets should often see the vet. I think for sterilization 
is number one. And when you’re getting medicines from 
your vet, ask him for ones that no other kittens or puppies 
have died for. No more animal experiments. ..it has to stop! 

And besides the vet, people should consider for lots 
of other reasons about taking a pet. A dog should not be 
in a squat all day to piss in the garden like often happens 
here in squats. They need your attention 24 hours a day, 
so I think it’s about the same as having a kid. Besides, 
you can’t bring your dog to a gig, despite you want to fuck 
up her ears? 

Cheers all the way from Holland, Ferlie [?] / c/o 
hofwyckplein 7Y b / 2515 RM Den Haag / Holland 

Dear everyone out there, 

First, a big thanks to everyone who helped out on 
the HUASIPUNGO/PROFITS OF MISERY tour this past 
summer. We met a lot of cool people, got to play at a lot of 
awe-inspiring DIY spaces with some truly great bands, and 
had an all around good time. We only missed one show 
(Minneapolis) because of van problems and had only one 
show (Baltimore) cancelled on us. 

The reason we’re writing is to warn everyone about 
a band called CHOKING VICTIM. This band used to be 
based in New York and has apparently moved out to Cali- 
fornia to sign with some big label(although we recently 
heard a rumor that they got dropped). 

Some of us in HUASSIPUNGO and PROFITS OF 
MISERY are also involved as volunteers at ABC No Rio. 
From a volunteer’s standpoint, CHOKING VICTIM was al- 
ways a pain in the ass to deal with. From showing up 
super-late, to showing up with no equipment(they have 
perfectly good equipment, they just never bothered to bring 
it), to bitching about not having a bigger “guest list” and 
just generally sporting major rock star attitudes and treat- 
ing us and our space like shit, CHOKING VICTIM is a per- 
fect example of a band that can make running a DIY space 
a miserable experience. The only reason we have toler- 
ated their shit for so long is because every time they fucked 
up they treated it as an individual incident and talked to 
them about it then and there. They would apologize or 
point the finger elsewhere and swear up and down that it 
wouldn’t happen again. We gave them way too much slack 
because we failed to realize early on that they were full- 
time scammers who will say ANYTHING they think you 
want to hear to get what they want. 

The last time they played ABC we needed them to 
play last so that KILARA (from Virginia) would not end 
playing to five people. They refused, insisting that they 
had to be in Philadelphia for a night show and needed to 
go on earlier. We put them on before KILARA and then 
watched as they went upstairs to sit and drink with their 
friends until long after the show ended. When we asked 
them what the fuck was up they denied ever asking to go 
on early for a Philly show. One of the women with them 
came rjght out and said “they lied to you, they don’t give a 
fuck.” 

Booking CHOKING VICTIM at ABC was always frus- 
trating. Sturgeon (singer/guitarist) is so fried that he actu- 
ally asked us on numerous occasions to call him because 
he was ‘loo irresponsible” to remember to call us for a 
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show. This was in contrast to how aggressively they would 
call whenever they wanted to jump on the bill with CITI- 
ZEN FISH or some other popular band. 

The last time CHOKING VICTIM called for a show 
was in mid-May — demanding a date before the end of the 
month (ABC is usually booked at least two months in ad- 
vance). This was to be their “farewell to New York” show 
before moving to California to sell out. Knowing how badly 
ABC No Rio needs money, they offered to do a benefit. 
We accepted their offer, changing the date three times to 
accomodate them. In the end they cancelled. 

These incidents were only a few out of a sea of an- 
noying stunts this band pulled on us. Cancelling the ben- 
efit was the final straw. When we found out they were 
leaving town, we were happy to think we’d never have to 
deal with them again. 

Unfortunately, we had not heard the last of them. 
When we rolled into Berkeley for our show at Gilman Street, 
we learned that CHOKING VICTIM had talked their way 
onto the bill just a week before the show (telling the Gilman 
Street folks that they were “good friends” of ours and it 
“wouldn’t be a problem”). As usual, they didn’t have equip- 
ment with them, and as usual, they had not arranged in 
advance to borrow anyone else’s stuff. We have always 
been willing to lend our equipment to bands or individuals 
who are reasonable and treat us decently, but since 
CHOKING VICTIM didn’t fit this description, we decided 
as a group that we would not lend them our equipment. 

Of course, they had taken for granted that at least 
one out of the four other bands playing the show would 
lend them equipment. As it happened, VIOLENT SOCI- 
ETY didn’t make it (due to van trouble) and the other band 
NOISEGATE, didn’t use a drum kit. The members of 
CHOKING VICTIM asked us first as a group and them 
individually if they could borrow our equipment. We all 
refused. They didn’t make an issue so we offered no ex- 
planation, feeling the obvious did not need to be stated. 

During NOISEGATE’s set, CHOKING VICTIM ap- 
parently gave up on VIOLENT SOCIETY ever showing up 
and left. We didn’t think much of it at the time. 

After the show, we piled everyone into the van to 
head for San Francisco to stay with a friend. As we pulled 
away we noticed the van limping so we pulled over and 
discovered that someone had put screws in our tires. Then 
we noticed the sugar in our gas tank. It didn’t take a rocket 
scientist to figure out who had done this. 

We were lucky. Their efforts to destroy our van and 
ruin our tour failed. We stayed near Gilman that night and 
got the van repaired the next morning (big thanks to Josh, 
Richard the Roadie and other folks at Gilman who went 
out of their way to give us a hand.) We made it to our L.A. 
show with time to spare. The money we got paid at the 
Gilman show just about covered the cost of fixing the van. 

In retrospect we were a bit naive to not consider 
that they might seek revenge. After discovering the sugar 
in our gas tank, Ralph (Profits of Misery) suddenly remem- 
bered having seen one of the members of CHOKING VIC- 
TIM asking the volunteer’s at Gilman’s concession stand 
for “all the sugar they could spare.” But because it wouldn’t 
occur to us to do something that petty and malicious, we 
just weren’t on guard. 

Don’t make the same mistakes we did. Avoid this 
band at all costs. They will bullshit you to your face and 
use you behind your back as long as it serves to get them 
what they want. They don’t have the guts to confront 
people face to face. If you do something they don’t like, 
they’ll fuck your shit up and leave with a smile before you 
even realize what’s happened. What if you book a show 
for them and no one shows up and you can’t pay them 
enough? What if they show up without equipment and no 
one else will loan them any? What do you think they’ll 
do? Do you think they’ll discuss these issues with you 
rationally? Do you really want to find out? 

CHOKING VICTIM was able to get away with their 
bullshit for a long time because people like us tolerated it 
for so long. If you continue to support a band when you 
know they’re pulling stunts like this, you’re giving your 
stamp of approval to their actions. We get what we put up 
with, so let’s stop putting up with this kind of shit in our 
scene. 

Thanks for reading this. If anyone wants to get in 


touch with us, the address for both bands is 80-50 Baxter 
Ave #125, Elmhurst NY 11373. Or you can leave a mes- 
sage for Dave at ABC No Rio, 212-254-3697 (press 2) 
-HUASIPUNGO/PROFITS OF MISERY *97 tour crew 
(Dave, Esneider, Jane, David, Ralph, Mike, Arturo & Jorge). 

Dear friend of animals 

As animal liberation activities continue to spread 
across the nation, so shall attacks by law enforcement to 
stop them. I know this all too well after experiencing the 
FBI and ATF relentless pursuit of the ALF in the late 1980’s 
and early 1990’s. In recent months the police repression 
we all have witnessed or heard about is happening again. 
This comes in the wake of a direcxt action campaign by 
the ALF and others against the fur trade. In the UK the 
ALF’s campaign was largely responsible for the closure of 
fur salons in major department stores. In the US, the ALF 
is credited with shutting down the nation’s largest fur farm 
research center and putting out of business dozens of fur 
retailers. Whether you support these actions or not, it is 
indisputable that illegal direct action on behalf of animals 



has proven to be effective in stopping animal abuse. This 
past spring in Washington D.C., thousands voiced their 
approval and recognition of the ALF and non-violent ille- 
gal direct action of the animal rights movement’s army of 
compassion who have rescued thousands from certain 
death on fur and factory farms and research laboratories 
across the nation. It’s time to prove your support by pledg- 
ing financially to a fund established'solely to help get ALF 
activists out of jail once arrested. You have supported 
them in voice, now support them in action. No one de- 
serves to be incarcerated, interrogated and intimidated by 
police for placing life before property, and this is how you 
can help stop it. This fund is a cooperative effort by the 
North American Animal Liberation Front Supporters Group, 
the Animal Liberation League and myself to offer immedi- 
ate aid to those arrested for illegal animal liberation activi- 
ties. Already we have heard of dedicated activists being 
arrested with no one able to help them post bail. That is 
the purpose of this fund. An update of the funds progress 
and activities will be printed in No Compromise and Un- 
derground. You will receive no newsletter, no buttons or 
bumper stickers, 1 00% of your contribution will be used to 
help those who have helped animals. Feel free to contact 
myself, Catherine or Freeman if you can organize a bake- 
sale or other fundraiser for this important call for animal 
liberation prisoner support. I can’t do more than beg and 
plead that you will help me build support for those who 
risk their freedom for animal liberation. Please help us 
help others who have made the sacrifices the animals de- 


serve. Lets show direct action warriors that they are not 
forgotten and help them in their time of need. 

Rod Coronado * Animal Liberation Front Prisoner • Fed- 
eral Prison, Tucson, AZ 

Donations should be sent to: Direct Action Defense Fund 
/ P.O. box 57357 / Tucson, AZ 8732-7357 (Tel 520-795- 
5171) 

Hey PE, 

I think it was THE WRECKS who once sang, and I 
quote, “Punk is an attitude, punk is an attitude, punk is an 
attitude.” How wrong they were! Anyone who’s been to a 
shopping mall lately — or the hugely successful Warped 
Tour — will tell you differently. You see, punk is a fashion. 
Loud mouths like Tim at Maximum RocknRoll and that ego- 
maniac Kent McClard can — and do — ramble on page af- 
ter page, year after year, about how punk is a youth move- 
ment, punk is rebellion, punk is a subculture. Of course, 
what they are really trying to say is, “Punk is fashion, punk 
is a-fashion, punk is a fashion.” 

I have known this for a long time. You can say, “Fuck 
authority,” all you want, but if you’re not wearing just the 
right thing, you’ll look like a total idiot. If— and only if— you 
are wearing just the right thing, you will succeed and look 
like a total moron. (There is a big difference. Check your 
dictionary.) So, without further verbosity, this is how to 
look punk. 

1 . Never smile! This is actually quite important. No- 
body will think you are an oppressed serf of the fascist 
machine if you’re grinning like one of the friggin’ Brady 
Bunch kids. Start scowling, and I mean NOW! you can, 
and should, practice in a mirror— at least 20 minutes a 
day. If somebody catches you practicing, be ready to whip 
out a snappy, “Piss off, wanker!” or a tormented “Leave 
me alone!” 

2. Do not bathe for really long periods of time. Ev- 
eryone will think you are scum and, he — you will be. Your 
circle of friends will diminish to about the size of a dime if 
you do this correctly. If someone asks you why you don’t 
bathe, there are two equally punk ways to respond. The 
first is with a snappy, “Piss off, wanker!” The second is to 
try to justify not bathing with a knee-jerk liberal justifica- 
tion like, ‘The children in Mozambique haven’t showered 
in six years.” Naturally, the person who questioned your 
“lack of hygeine” will feel like a jerk and come to realize 
that you’re a “really deep, committed person.” Personally, 

I prefer the “wanker” approach. 

3. Mutilate your clothing. Razors, scissors, paper 
shredders and even ordinary, household bleach are ter- 
rific implements for destroying the clothes that mom and 
dad worked so hard to you. Life is short, fuck shit up! 

4. Mutilate your body! Of course anyone can tear a 
pair of jeans or a T-shirt, but it takes a certain amount of 
bravado to mangle one’s body. Tattooing, body piercing 
and even branding have been done to death. Frankly the 
whole “body modification” trend is getting a little passe. If 
you want to be the absolute punkest motherfucker on the 
block, try a mangled hand! Really. A friend of mine pur- 
posely thrust his right hand into a wheat thresher. Now he 
sports a magnificient gored stump. But why stop there? 
Why not put out an eye or two? A peg leg is bound to 
attract lots of oohs and aahs. And a hook for a hand makes 
for an invincible mosher. 

Really, when it comes to the world of punk rock fash- 
ion, the only limit is your imagination. Happy posing! 

Bob Suren 
P.O. Box 3204 
Brandon, FL 33509-3204 

Geez Bob! 

What a ball of negativity you are today! I remember 
when I was a kid and first getting into punk rock I was a 
right little fuck-head who knew it all too (step one on your 
chart I guess). I also remember being looked down upon 
by all of the older punks who treated anyone new to the 
scene with deep cynicism and scorn. I look around now 
and wonder why all of the other kids who got into punk 
when I dicbhave since dropped out. I think maybe it was 
because those who knew the ropes were too busy talking 
down at them to give 'em a chance. Lighten up, maybe all 
of these Warped kids may "grow up" and do something 
useful and revolutionary with their lives! Dan 


CORRECTED, FRUSTRATED. 










DRAIN BRAMAGED 
"Happy Drunx" 

15 song CD 
Kings of O.C. drunk 
punk are back with 
their 2nd full length. 


THE FIXTURES 
"Dcngetous Music Defect' 
27 song CD 
All the classics from the 
first 2 LP's plus some 
compilation tracks. 


DAS KLOWN "Live At Zed" 
17 song CD 

A collection of old and 
new songs recorded 'live' 
on April Fool's Day, 1997. 
Warning: This will offend, 


INSULT 
"I Wanna Be A Burn 
Victim" 

24 song CD 
Hardcore!! Produced by 
SethPutnam of AC. 

Coming soon: 

Insult/ A.C. split 12" 

NOTHING TO BELIEVE IN 
36 Bands/36 songs CD comp 
Includes The Suspects, Insult, 
Voodoo Glow Skulls, Das Klown, 
Process, All Day, Fury 66, 

The Fumes, Spunk, Vitamin L, 
Swoons, Drain Bramaged, PUS, 
Gun, Blount, Horace Pinker, 
Rancid Hell Spawn, R. Collision, 
Gone Mad, The Meatmen 
The Fixtures, Legitime Defonce, 
Youth In Asia, Monkhouse, Cruel & Unusual, Moral Crux, 
Naked Aggression, No Consent, Apocalypse Hoboken, 
Surgeon General's Warning, Shlumpf, Wrong Way Right, 
Perturbed, Media Blitz, riotgun. & Sanity Assassins. 

These releases also available: 

Arson Family "La Cosa Nostra" CD 
Buzzbomb s/t CD 
All Day/Stomach split 7 H 
Dead Beat/Narsaak split 7 U 
Carol “Prefabricated" 7" 

Rancid Hell Spawn "Axe Hero" CD 
P.U.S. "A Life In Fear" 7" 

Los Crudos "Condones Para Liberar Nuestras Fronteras" LP 
Brother Inferior “Anthems For Greater Salvation" LP 
Das Klown "Sink or Swim" 7" 

The Fixtures "Screw The World" 7" 

Das Klown "Holy Crap!" CD/LP 
Fuckface/Hickey split 7" 

Das Klown/Draln Bramaged split 7" 

No Fraud "Babewatch" 7" 

CD * $8ppd N. America/SlOppd World 
LP = $7ppd N. America/$10ppd World 
7" = $3.50ppd N. America/$5ppd World 
SPECIAL Get any 4 7's for SlOppd N.America/$15 World 
send check, money order or well hidden cash to: 

KNOW RECORDS »«nd 

PO BOX 90579 

LONG BEACH, CA 90809 "~ wlth 
e-mail: knowrec@earthlink.net 
562-438-3969 fax 


Dlstro by- 
Revelation, 
Revolver, DEI, 
Sound of CA, 
Choke, 
CargoUK, 
Rotz, Rhetoric, 
Soda Jerk, 
Lumberjack, 
Panx, Flight 13, 
KB, etc, etc.... 


order 


Catchy Slogan Coes Here . 

ALL DAY 
"Nobody Likes 
A Quitter" 

17 song CD 
Everything is on this 
release. All the 
singles and a 
bunch of new stuff. 



T-SHIRTS - GRIEF $12, 1G $12, FESSIMISER $10 

Ail prices postpaid in the US,/ Mex. and Can, add % I per item /World add S > per CD, 7 inch, $4 per LP ' * i vi'H Sl 

Cash checks, or m.o.s payable in US. funds to Theologian Records TOB 1070 Herraosa Beach, CA 90254 http://theoiogianrecords.com 



coming soon... new 1G, GRIEF and EXCRUCIATING TERROR full lengths 


cIah63 The. 77lcifv\he& cd/ ip. 
Tlojc Ort The Tnact ± ” 


aHefi 


cd *10 postpaid US./*!2 eUewJ ie*e Eft *7/ *10 


SEND ORDERS PLUS $1 FOR THE DOC'S RARE PUNK CATALOG TO: RO.BOX 7000-117, ALTA L0MA,CA 91701 






POLICE BRUTALITY: 


by Dan '' 

In the fast issue of Profane Existence we fea- 
tured an article on the savage beating and sexual 
assault on Haitian immigrant Abner Louima by four 
New York City cops. In response to the beating, 
massive demonstrations have taken place across 
New York City to expose this as “business as usual” 
for the NYPD. It seems that the cops felt the expo- 
sure of their little racket was too much to handle 
and decided to hand down a little more retribution 
of their own. 

On August 29, New York City cops violently 
attacked hundreds of demonstrators who were re- 
turning to Brooklyn after a huge protest in Manhat- 
tan against police brutality and for justice for Abner 
Louima. The attack occurred after a march and 
demonstration with over 20,000 people, which 
ended with speakers in front of City Hall. Several 
hundred people left the demonstration together to 
continue the march over the Brooklyn Bridge to re- 
turn home. Once across the bridge, it soon became 
apparent that the cops had set a trap as rows of 
helmeted and mounted riot cops awaited them and 
systematically penned in the demonstrators and 
brutally and indiscriminately arrested over 100 
people, including some people just passing by. The 
attitude of the cops was overtly vindictive against 
the demonstrators with plastic handcuffs tightened 
for anyone who complained about them being too 
tight and one man was arrested by a cop who put a 
gun to his head and said “Don’t move motherfucker!” 
Many of the arrested were held for upwards to three 
hours in stifling hot paddywagons, filled to over twice 
capacity, and police refused to open any windows 
for air. One woman with a history of heart trouble 
collapsed from a seizure shortly after her release 
around midnight and was taken away by ambu- 
lance. The total number arrested was 1 07. Most of 
those arrested were charged with disorderly con- 
duct, unlawful assembly or both. Fifteen people 
were arrested without any charges at all* 

In another incident, Magalie Laurent, the nurse 
who first came forward the information that Abner 
Louima had been tortured by the NYPD, was at- 
tacked by another nurse. When she was beaten 
down and punched she was told “You messed with 
the wrong people. You messed with the NYPD.” The 
Coney Island Hospital nursing staff is reported to 
have a cosy relationship with the NYPD which in- 
cludes two marriages. Some of the supervisors at 
the hospital also tried to suppress the truth of what 
happened to Abner Louima and the internal affairs 
officers who first answered her call never even wrote 
it down in the call log. 

We also reported the shooting of 1 5-year-o!d 
Lawrence Miles by Minneapolis cops just before 
we went press. The police first claimed they had 
shot the Black youth in the chest because he had 
pointed a pellet gun and running towards them. A 
pretty unbelievable story living in Minneapolis where 
such behavior would be suicide (unless you had a 
real gun and were ready to use it!). The only non- 
cop witness to the incident claimed miles had been 
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playing with a pellet gun, but put it down and ran 
away when the cops arrived. A few days later, the 
fire department went public with information that 
Lawrence was in fact shot in the back by a shotgun 
blast. So much for the cops’ story that Lawrence 
Miles was running at them. 

The brutal raid and closure of the Bombshelter 
punk venue in Minneapolis was another example 
of cops out of control. Of the original 13 people 
arrested, half have had their charges dropped be- 
cause they had committed no crime in the first place 
(although they had to spend thousands on bail and 
lawyers in the meantime). The bruises, bumps and 
cuts have all healed, but those still facing charges 
must be able to prove that it was the cops who are 
guilty, not the people at the concert. They also live 
under heavy restrictions and face lengthy and ex- 
pensive trials, Now that the cops are through with 
them, they face the brutality of the legal system. 

Any one of these instances singularly repre- 
sent law enforcement rampantly out of control. Yet 
they are only a few examples of the types of police 
excesses that happen every day in, in every part of 
this country. It is not a case of a few bad apples — 
police brutality is as American as Apple Fie itself! 
However, in the “big picture,” police brutality is just 
one part of systematic oppression and is totally in- 
terconnected with so many other issues. In the 
capitalist, representative democracy we live” in, all 
of the power rests in the hands of a wealthy, white 
ruling class. The police are simply part of a ma- 
chine that the ruling class have created to ensures 
that their elite status remains unchallenged. Rac- 
ism, patriarchy, poverty, and anti-immigration laws 
are just some of the tools used by the ruling class 
to ensure exclusivity in their little club. We are ail 
fed lies about “liberty and justice for all,” but that is 
only a myth to the vast majority of people in this 
country. 

In recent years it has only gotten worse for 
the working class. For nearly two decades now 
North America has been in the grips of Reagan- 
Bush-Clintonism as well as a general spread of neo- 
liberalism (the name for the rising movement of 
harshly conservative economic and social policies) 
around the world, and the gulf between very wealth 
and very poor has grown immensely The weaken- 
ing of trade unions and implementation “free trade” 
of NAFTA has also eroded the standard of living of 
many formerly high-paid skilled workers. Facto- 
ries and jobs have been moved to countries where 
wages are lower, labor is unorganized (and unions 
are often violently suppressed) and environmental 
protection is non-existent, in essence, the rich are 
getting richer while the jobs are becoming more 
scare and lower paying. 

While it is a crime in our society to steal food 
to survive, the real criminals — politicians, business 
executives, corporate shareholders, investment 
bankers, etc.— are living in the lap of luxury, pro- 
tected by their wall of blue-uniformed lackeys and 
thugs. They feed us “get tough on crime” bullshit 
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to make excuses for more prisons, which makes 
more slave labor, which fits their plans for profits 
just neatly. The prison system is mostly populated 
by young Black and Latino men in on petty drug 
charges. How many of people are still in prison 
because they were caught with small amounts of 
crack or cocaine brought into this country by the 
C.I.A.? See the irony? Can you start seeing how it 
is all interconnected? 

On October 22nd, the anniversary of the 
Rodney King beating, Profane Existence took part 
in a protest in Minneapolis against police brutality. 
This was part of the National Day of Protest Against 
Police Brutality which saw similar demonstrations 
across the country. In the years following the L.A. 
riots, the police have returned to a “business as 
normal” approach and still deal out their own brand 
of brutal “street justice.” A few days of rioting and 
looting did little to change the corrupt police state 
and innocent people are still being brutalized by 
the cops. Immigrants, young folks, people of color, 
political activists, sexual non-conformists, and the 
lower class in general have all been targets for vi- 
cious beatings. The National Day of Protest was 
just the first manifestation of the growing October 
22nd Coalition Against Police Brutality and general 
manifestation of the people saying “enough is 
enough” in a unified voice. Tens of thousands of 
people came out to express their outrage, but it’s 
time to build on that anger and take it one step fur- 
ther. 

Next October 22nd we need to make our 
voices louder and make a unified stand against 
police brutality around the world. In the late 1 990ies 
it is the one issue that we can unites the smaller 
social struggles around the world. We also need to 
show how it is just a part of an unjust system and 
work to expose how this oppression works on all 
levels. It is not something that we can give a quick 
fix, but use the issue to expose the larger problem. 
It will take more than just a day of protest to tear 
down the walls of injustice. We need to start work- 
ing today towards building those bridges with other 
communities outside of our “scenes” and create a 
strong movement against police brutality and the 
system that nurtures it. The police are quite simply 
a symptom of a system that bases the value of life 
and liberty on social and economic status. The 
police are not something that can be fixed with re- 
view boards, but something that must be weakened, 
eliminated, and ultimately thrown away like the sick 
social and economic systems that created them. It 
will take more than just saying “Fuck the police.” 
We need to be out on the streets doing something 
about it. 

Some information was taken from Haiti Progress, 
New York Times, and the Anti-Fascist Forum. 

Sorely needed donations for the legal defense 
costs of those arrested druing the bombshelter 
cop riot can be sent in c/o Profane Existence. 

FLESH 


UNDER THE PRETEXT 





The SAC is a Swedish syndicalist union with 
surprisingly many punk members. One of 
them is Peter, guitarist of recently disbanded 
Swedish stalwarts Svart Sno. As there are lots 
of interesting aspects to the union, he was 
interviewed by Y@hoo in September 97. 

PE: Why don’t you start out by telling what the SAC 
is and how they started. 

P: That’s kind of a long story, but if you take it his- 
torically, they started out in the beginning of the cen- 
tury, when the Swedish working class movement 
started out with the formation of the unions, espe- 
cially the big Social Democratic union which opted 
for the takeover of the government to build a worker 
friendly society. This current has shaped Swedish 
society over the last century. But in the beginning 
of the century, the more radical fraction of those 
workers separated themselves from that union and 
formed the SAC which stands for “Swedish Work- 
ers Central Committee” and they’ve been around 
ever since, varying in membership numbers. In the 
beginning, they had a stronghold among people 
who work in the forests in northern Sweden, like 
lumberjacks and people who worked in mines. This 
has changed quite a bit because now, the majority 
of its members are employed in the social service 
sectors or mailmen and the like. 

PE: What about the theoretical background of the 
SAC? 

P: They split up from the big Social Democratic 
Union which is called LO (translates into “Land Or- 
ganization”), because they had a big argument 
about how to gain power from capital. The LO 
wanted to do it the parliamentary way and the SAC 
always cherished the notion of direct action and the 
extra-parliamentary way of doing things. They cher- 
ished the idea of the general strike as the workers 
main weapon against capitalism. To this day, the 
thing that is unique about the SAC is their ability to 
strike because the LO and all the other “proper 
unions” are tied down by all these deals with the 
government. They get certain benefits if they don’t 
strike for 3 years and after this time they renegoti- 
ate and if they ever strike they do it in that short 
period of time before they get a new deal going. 
Weil, the SAC never makes those deals, they be- 
lieve in the freedom to strike. Another big differ- 
ence is in the fact that the ordinary unions have 
always been Connected to the Social Democratic 
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Party. The SAC has never been about party poli- 
tics and they never acknowledged party politics as 
a solution to anything. 

PE: So what happened after the split from the so- 
cial democrats? 

P: The developments over the century have turned 
out that the LO decided that they wanted a united 
work force behind them and the SAC was in the 
way, it soiled their big, shiny picture. They basically 
tried to stamp out the whole organization, it used to 
be pretty big when it started but then led a pretty 
shadowy existence throughout the years. Then you 
have to take a pretty giant leap through time. I think 
it was in the late 60ies and early 70ies that it had a 
little bit of a revival and the numbers have been 
pretty constant since the early 70ies. Before that, it 
was basically living an invisible life. The only time it 
ever had any more members than now was in the 
beginning, before the Social Democratic Party de- 
cided that they weren’t any good for their idea of a 
revolution. Apparently, they now have about 15000 
members in all of Sweden, about 10% of that are in 
Stockholm. 

PE: What was the reason for the rebirth in the 60ies 
and 70ies? 

P: The 60ies brought the Vietnam movement and 
all the political awareness connected to the hippie 
movement. A lot of people started looking for alter- 
native ways to make a society. The SAC had an 
upswing there. There was a change in member- 
ship with more middle class people getting involved 
and different trades. For example, it would be com- 
mon for a librarian, a painter or a teacher to be a 
member which was unheard of in the beginning of 
the century. From there, the SAC was basically plod- 
ding along through the 70ies. Then the punk scene 
came along, young people got interested in anar- 
chy all of a sudden and then they find this union 
waving black flags. A lot of people got interested 
and that could probably qualify as a little boom in 
the SAC ranks as well. 

PE: What’s the SAC’s stance on anarchism, they 
see themselves as a syndicalist union, don’t they? 
P: They’re basically a syndicalist movement but 
there has always been an anarcho element, the an- 
archists in Sweden are usually organized in the 
SAC. There are SAC members who are basically 
syndicalists and then there are SAC members who 
are anarchists but they see the SAC as the prefer- 
able union to belong to at this point and think of it 
as a vehicle towards whatever revolution they have 
in mind, which is fine by me. 

PE: I think the big problem with syndicalism is that 
theoretically, it’s neutral. It’s just a way of organiz- 
ing, just like there is a way to bake a cake or some- 
thing. It doesn’t necessarily have to be a threat. 
Look at the CGT in France, they started out as a 
syndicalist union and until recently were a pretty 
stalinist outfit sucking up to the Communist Party 
of France! 

P: The SAC have a manifesto that says that the 
ultimate goal is to seize control of the workplaces. 
The factories should belong to the people who work 
there, the bosses are suspendable, we don’t need 
them, we don’t need the parliament! If you think 
that’s neutral, well it’s not exactly neutral in the eyes 
of the capitalists! I see what you’re getting at, com- 
munists could join the SAC as a means of chang- 
ingsociety in that direction, but traditionally in Swe- 
den they don’t! Ail the different factions of commu- 
nists usually join the ordinary unions. They always 
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had a criticism of the SAC that you should always 
be where the workers are and since the SAC is 
such a small minority they think they can’t have any 
effect, which is a bunch of crap. I am happy that 
they feel this way because that saves us a lot of 
troubles! 

PE:Are there any limitations on SAC members in 
terms of political party membership? 

P: You could be a member of a politcial party and 
still be a member of the SAC even though the SAC 
doesn’t acknowledge any political parties. The only 
restraints is that if you are voted into a position in 
the SAC, like a representatvie or an advisor, you 
can’t belong to a specific party, However, there are 
quite a few people that are members of the Green 
Party and possibly a few members of the former 
Communist Party. It should also be pointed out that 
the SAC is organized without a proper boss or any- 
thing like that. The SAC is basically just a name for 
a lot of smaller local organizations that are then 
further broken down into different trades. The dif- 
ferent trades are linked together by the local union. 
And then ail the local unions in the different towns 
are linked together in the SAC. Every few years 
they have this congress where you vote a repre- 
sentative to go to that congress and you decide 
how you want to vote. The representative doesn’t 


very big. It was basically two teachers having meet- 
ings and going on fishing tours together. Me and 
some friends always went to the demos at the 1 st 
of May and the SAC always had a separate dem- 
onstration. If you saw the SAC demo on the 1st of 
May you immediately realized that this was not the 
ordinary union demonstrating because you had all 
these banners about abolishing the army, cutting 
down working hours, taking over the factories and 
basically bringing down the government. Which is 
something that would be pretty appealing to young 
punk rockers! HaHa! Basically, me and some friends 
stormed into one of their meetings in this little sub- 
urb and multiplied the membership number of that 
local group by 2 ! 

PE: Where you already working at this time? 

P: No, I think the first time I got in contact with them, 
I was 15 years old. 

Pt: Don’t you have to be a member of the work 
force to join? 

P: Back then, if you go there and show your inter- 
est as a 15-year-old, you couldn't really join but if 
you wanted to help out, they were happy. Nowa- 
days, there’s a youth section that you can join. In 
any case, the SAC is not just an organization as 
such, it’s also a place where you find a lot of radical 
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have any special powers, it’s done as directly demo- 
cratic as possible. 

PE: I guess at this point you can describe what the 
actual work of the SAC is. 

P: For example, let’s take someone who is a teacher 
and is the only SAC member of that school. All the 
other teachers are in the teachers union or some- 
thing. When they have salary negotiations between 
the government and the normal union, they need 
to have separate negotiations with the SAC mem- 
ber because the SAC will not bow down to the deals 
that the normal unions make. In addition, the SAC 
doesn't believe in sending a representative from a 
higher rank in the union. The members always have 
to represent themselves. If you want legal help, the 
SAC will provide that but it’s one of the founding 
stones of the SAC that you yourself are your best 
delegate! Nobody can walk all over you and sell 
you out! This union thing having to do with salaries 
and working conditions has always been one of the 
major things that the SAC does. Then, of course, 
there’s the social activism. For example, if the Swed- 
ish peace movement decides to have a demonstra- 
tion against nukes or whatever, the SAC usually 
organizes together with them, if you see a poster 
of a demonstration with a good cause, you’ll prob- 
ably find the SAC somewhere on the poster. 

PE: Why don’t you tell us a little bit about your punk 
background and how you got involved in the SAC? 
P: I got into punk in the early 80ies and where I 
grew up in a little suburb, outside of Stockholm, 
there was a local chapter of the SAC which wasn’t 


people. So if you come there at the age of 1 5, they 
won’t immediately kick you out, especially not in a 
small suburb where it’s not really common for any- 
one to have any alternative viewpoints. So basi- 
cally, we made friends with these two teachers that 
were the SAC in that suburb and when we got older 
and got jobs, we joined. As a young punk rock kid, 
getting into contact with the SAC is basically find- 
ing grown-ups with similiar viewspoints which is 
something I found pretty astonishing. These guys 
were the same age as my parents and they were 
talking about anarchy and bringing down the gov- 
ernment and I was completely thrilled. I would go 
home and tell my parents that I met this teacher 
that talks about the SAC and taking over the work- 
places and my parents are tike: “WHAT?”! Joining 
the SAC was like finding an outlet for the serious 
part of punk rock politics. I often get the impression 
that a lot of punk rockers just run around shaking 
their heads and have a lot of good ideas but don’t 
know how to channel them into anything. 

PE: So how did you end up becoming a mailman 
and why are there so many punks in that profes- 
sion in Sweden? 

P: When I applied for the mailman, it was pretty 
easy to get a job and very hard to stay unemployed. 
After the second week they would shower you with 
job offers. Now it’s pretty easy to tell them that you 
want to study or whatever and they’ll give you some 
money and tel! you to go away. It’s good for their 
statistics because you’re not declared unemployed 
when you’re going to school or college. Being a 
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mailman in Sweden has always been a bit of a 
freaks’ job, as it’s always been kinda free. It’s not 
just punk rockers, there’s quite a few old hippies 
working as mailmen. You don’t have a boss stand- 
ing behind you, watching you all the time which is a 
definite advantage. Nobody really cares what you 
look like as long as you wore the uniform and 
handed out the letters. Quite a few people in the 
SAC used to be punk rockers and “grew up”. In the 
SAC youth section, you have a healthy amount of 
punk rockers. It basically has to do with reading 
Crass lyrics and listening to Conflict and trying to 
find an outlet. Then you find all these older people 
that you maybe don’t agree with all the time, but 
they’re still under the same banner as you are. I 
would say that most punk rockers that survive the 
age of 25 eventually end up in the SAC one way or 
the other. Maybe that’s a part of keeping your opin- 
ions even when you don’t feel that you want to look 
like a punk rocker anymore. It’s still an organiza- 
tion where the freedom-thirsting, strange, freaky in- 
dividuals will fit in. 

PE: However, I would say that reading Crass or 
Conflict lyrics wouldn’t necessarily build the back- 
ground to joining a union. It seems to contradict 
the idea of punk politics getting rid of the way of the 
boring, old “lefties”. There’s a whole school of ideas 
that says that things shouldn’t be dry, boring and 
slow. In addition, I think much more than Crass or 
Conflict, the Dead Kennedys would be a much bet- 
ter example for punk politics because they fused 
political awareness with cyncism and black humor. 
Punks all over the world usually have problems 
working with “normal” lefties because they often 
don’t have any humor at all! 

Pr To start with, I think the SAC are not boring old 
leftists! If I wanted to join boring old leftists, I would 
have joined the Communist Youth Party! Just be- 
cause some people are old, it doesn’t automatically 
mean that you have to shut them off. The SAC is 
non-parliamentary. A lot of things that punks do 
when they get involved in autonomous groups looks 
a bit like the SAC but on a much smaller level. An- 
other difference is of course that the SAC is much 
more rooted in the syndicalist ideas about the union, 
but I think it holds a lot of common ground and if 
you got something good going, I can’t really see 
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of the unions that are linked to the government. 
PE: But why join any union at all? 

P: You can be non-unionized but for example if you 
are unemployed and have never been unionized, 
it’s much harder to get unemployment benefits and 
you get much less money. That’s the reason why 
Sweden is about 90% unionized. Being unionized 
in Sweden gives you an advantage over not being 
unionized. If a punk rocker gets the option of choos- 
ing between the SAC and the govenement union, 
they usually tend to decide on the SAC, even if they 
don’t agree with all of its program. The punks that 
join the SAC are usually the same people that vol- 
unteer at anti-vivisection groups, go on peace 
demos and are generally interested in politics. Ob- 
viously, the Exploited and Chaos Punks wouldn’t 
be interested in joining the SAC. they would be more 
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why you should form a small group that would have 
a lot less Impact. Then again, if you’re a member of 
one group, it doesn’t mean that you can’t be a mem- 
ber of the SAC, there are other groups in Sweden. 
There used to be these anarchists that thought the 
SAC were a bit stale and boring and they formed a 
group called Folkmakt which roughly means 
people’s power. They were very inspired by Class 
War and made their own paper and had their own 
section at demos. But in their papers, they would 
always advise their new members to join the SAC 
because they said: if you’re going to be a revolu- 
tionary and join our group, you shouldn’t be a part 


interested in throwing bricks through the windows 
of a SAC office. The problem for the SAC is that 
there are quite a few members that joined mostly 
for the benefits. To counteract this, you have to 
make the effort of paying your membership fee ev- 
ery month and a punk rocker that would rather 
spend his money on beer is obviously not going to 
do that. That’s the difference between the ordinary 
union where they just draw the money from your 
salary. You never see that money and you’re auto- 
matically a member of the union. With the SAC you 
have to make the effort to pay your fee every month, 
it should be an active thing to be a member. 


PE: Picking up on the humor and cyncism bit, I think 
that’s the difference between punks and, for ex- 
ample, hippies. Although punks are willing to work 
for change, in the back of their minds they know it 
won’t really do any good because society is a big 
stinking pile of shit. I don’t really see any such punk 
humor in the SAC and wonder why punks would 
be attracted to it. 

P: Well then again, the SAC ain’t ho comedy dub. 
If we sit around and have a really, really boring meet- 
ing and it’s me and another punk rocker and five 
old hippies and we have a really boring time for 
three hours trying to make a decision as democratic 
as possible, of course we go to the pub afterwards 
to have a few beers and become normal again. 
HaHa! 

PE: But why do these things necessarily have to 
be boring, what about making politics fun and en- 
joyable? 

P: Basically, my opinion is that if tranforming soci- 
ety can be fun, sure, it would be really great, but a 
lot of things aren’t really fun. In order to make some 
things work the way you want to, you can’t expect it 
to be fun and games all the time. I guess you have 
to sacrifice a bit of the punk rock spirit in order to 
work with other people. Ifs certainly not for every- 
body. I guess some punks will find it boring and 
think that throwing bricks through a bank window 
would accomplish more. 1 just don’t believe that’s 
the way to go. I can still appreciate the cynical atti- 
tude in punk. A lot of people involved in the SAC 
can certainly appreciate that as well. To fight in this 
kind of union to effect change in this society you 
gotta have a pretty bizarre sense of humor to begin 
with. HaHa! 

PE: OK, now what about your personal involvement 
in the SAC, what do you do there? 

P: When I started working as a mailman at the age 
of 18, 1 eventually got into the trade section of the 
SAC andit’s always been a big part of me in a work- 
place. I always ended up with a completely differ- 
ent relationship with the bosses and the other guys 
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at work. I was the only member of the SAG in the 
first post office I worked at and I wasn’t that old so 
bosses can be quite intimidating.. It's kinda hard to 
stand up against them when you’re alone. In later 
years, when I started working at a post office in 
Central Stockholm, there was 5 members of the 
SAC there and that was tremendous support. 
Whenever a conflict would arise at work, we always 
had each other and the boss knew that they could 
make whatever deal they wanted with the other 
workers, but they would have to consider pleasing 
us in one way or another. That post office in 
Stockholm was pretty good because it had the big* 
gest section of the SAC in Stockholm. When they 
tried to privatize the post office in the early 90ies, 
we did go on several strikes. In some post offices 
there were 1/3 of the work force belonging to the 
SAC. The management of the post office had prom- 
ised to the Swedish people that mail would always 
be delivered promptly on time. This promise couldn’t 


government policy. As soon as anybody tries to 
squat something, they’ll teargas the whole bunch 
and blame it on the Germans. In fact, this is what 
seriously happens in Sweden! Whenever something 
is squated in Stockholm, shortly afterwards they will 
say in all the media that police have already spot- 
fled professional squatters from Germany, it’s not 
the work of nice ordinary Swedish kids. When they 
storm the place and only find Swedes, they go: K Oh 
the Germans must have escaped alreadyT HaHal 
PE: In finishing up, I think it would be interesting to 
hear to what extent the Swedish punk scene is ac- 
tively involved in politics . Most people from abroad 
only think of all the Swedish Dis bands when they 
think of Sweden or the old classics like Mob 47, 
Anti Cimex, etc. You said earlier to me that you think 
the most political part of the Swedish punk scene is 
the whole Straight Edge, NYHC scene from north- 
ern Sweden with bapds like Refused, etc. Why do 
you think that the bands that are singing about war 


be heid if the bosses didn’t c^e down and hefp a nd things like that aren’t the ones getting involved? 

sort out the majl themselves. We thought that was - ~ • 

a bit of a victory, to get the bosses down to the 
factory floors for a change. We had a really good 
time but what eventually happened was that the 
bosses and privatization of course went ahead as 
planned, as the SAC isn’t that big. If it would have 


den knows that they exist. But getting back to the 
Straight Edge bands, although I’m not that much of 
an expert on the subject, they seem to be the only 
Swedish bands at the moment that are vocal about 
politics at live gigs. I’m talking about tackling sex- 
ism when it shows up at gigs, dealing with violence 
among the audience, talking about Class War. f 
guess tfs'a bit of a strange concept to the rest of 
the world, but in Sweden we actually have Straight 
Edge bands talking about Class War at gigs. The 
lyrics are perhaps sometimes a bit vague on this 
subject, but when you see them live, they put for- 
ward a pretty powerful political message and that 
is a big difference to the Dis bands who are bascially 
heavy metal bands playing three chord punk rock 
with war lyrics. There are a few noteworthy excep- 
tions of some individuals in some of the Dis bands 
that are involved in political stuff. There is a politi- 
cal segment within the Dis scene but they usually 
don’t have band names that start with Dis! There 
are some bands that. are involved in AFA and the 


been the biggest union, with perhaps 70% of the 
mailmen being union members, we could have got- 
ten the management to go down on their knees. 
So with the bad changes that came with 
privatization, I quit being a mailman. I’m still a mem- 
ber of the mailmen section of the SAC, although 
I've been unemployed for 4 years. My activities 
within the SAC drastically dropped when I became 
unemployed because it was a bit of a turn-off to go 
to meetings where mailmen things were discussed 
and you don’t really have anything to say about it. I 
certainly hope when I get a steady job again, I’ll 
pick it up again. 

PE: Do you think the involve- 
ment of punks in the SAC has 
something to do with the lack of 
alternatives in Sweden? There 
doesn’t really seem to be much 
of an autonomous movement or 
squats or groups that would be 
kinda normal in Western Eu- 
rope. The animal liberation 
groups you mentioned are usu- 
ally run by whiny middle class 
liberals and don’t really go be- 
yond that subject to anything re- 
ally radical that would challenge 
the whole set-up of society. 

P: There are the basic things 
that usually exist in other coun- 
tries like alternative soup kitch- 
ens, Anti-Fascist Action and that 
kind of thing. As I said before, I 
don’t think belonging to one 
thing should exclude the other. 

People get involved in different 
venues, there's an anarchist 
book collective in Stockholm, 
but these places have never 
been competition for the SAC. 

It’s been a compliment to each 
other. I do have to ac&nit that we 
have a serious lack of squats 
but that mostly has to do with 


P: The members from the pis bands are usually 
not the punks you find in the SAC. The state of the 
Swedish punk scene is actually getting better. It 
been kind of weak for a couple of years, coinciding 
with the Dis revival which dragged it pretty much 
through the dirt. There haven’t been any new ideas. 
When young kids join the ranks of the punk rockers 
in Sweden and alt the popular bands sing mean- 
ingless songs about war, you don’t tend to get into 
politics, you get into war! HaHa! But seriously, the 
most politicised section of the punk scene is the 
Straight Edge thing, but there’s another part of the 
scene that is not internationally acknowledged. 
There’s a political Swedish ’77 style punk scene 
that sing in Swedish and I think those bands are 
historically speaking the most important bands for 
Sweden, although hardly anyone outside of Swe- 


folk kitchen or whatever but they’re not the famous 
Swedish Dis bands at all. I think they will be the 
: famous Swedish punk bands of tomorrow! In my 
opinion, if people want to have a Dis band with non- 
sense lyrics, it’s perfectly line, what pisses me off 
though is that it passes as being political in the in- 
ternational punk scene although it certainly isn’t!. 
For anyone reading this, I would like you to think 
twice before putting this classic old hero status on 
a Swedish band because they have vaguely politi- 
cal war lyrics and look punk. Most of those bands, 
if they were around today, would never have been 
given the space and credit that they are given now, 
back in the days. 

If you have questions or comments or death threats 
you can contact Peter at: 

peter.hirseland@swipnet.se 
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We will try to comprise the facts and the relationship in 
general of the different people and generations of this move- 
ment. The beginning is quite difficult to specify, upon having 
the military government diffusing rock music with live con- 
certs disappeared for many years. After the end of the dicta- 
torship (1980) began a movement here with force and origi- 
nality (more than nothing by the total absence of resources). 
The precedents known afterwards known as underground rock 
can be found with the bands KOLA ROCK and BENITO 
LACOSTA (r’n’r). But the thing that formed afterwards in 
’83 was the band LEUSEMIA, who were beginning to directly 
express their dissent with the system, and were emphasizing 
the difference between them and other groups playing at this 
time (some of the elitists of the rock movement, those which 
were singing in English, and others a little more valid (Kotosh, 
Fugi, etc..). Part of these bands only wanted to accompany the 
people of the underground rock by convenience, and were not 
expressing the reality of the country. 

LEUSEMIA (Formed by Daniel F., Leo Escoria, 
Montanez, and Kimba Vilis) was playing at a site and in an 
activity to appeal more to the public, with expectations gener- 
ated around them by this. They played with a lot of bands. 
One of the more important ones being DEL PUEBLO (urban 
folk rock) featuring a leftist party coordinator. 

In 1984 appeared a lot of bands, like “Valium”(fusion), 
“Autopsia”(HC), “Zcuela Cerrada”(punk rock). In the begin- 
ning of ’85 was GUERILLA URBAN A who released the first 
maqueta (this term means a D.I. Y. recording with 2 or 4 tracks) 
with Leusemia, “Autopsia”(they also put out a tape in ’85 called 
‘sistema y poder’), “Zcuela Cerrada” and “Guerilla Urbana” 
(they also did a tape in Spain with H.H.H.). Another great 
band from this era was “Narcosis”. They released the demo 
“Primera Dosis” (first dose), which is the recording most heard 
by generations today in Peru. After this they released a set of 
live recordings under the name “ Acto de Magia”. 

Also in ’85 appeared “Delirios Cronicos” (with female 
vox., they also released a demo), “Feudales” (more dark, with 
the guitarist of Narcosis, had demo too), “Eructo Maldonado” 
(with drummer of Narcosis), “Crisis’V’Panico’V “Flema” (demo 
Vomitando’), “Luxuria” (Demo ‘Con Poses Y Sin Apuro’), 
“Psicosis (HC), “Sociedade de Mierda”, “Juventude La 
Kaigua”, “Eutanasia”, “Radicales”, etc... 

A documental video was done as a University thesis 
called “Subterranian Scream”. At the end of ’85 Leusemia 
released an LP, on vinyl. This was, and still is, the first Peru- 
vian released vinyl. It was produced in a negligent way and 
without publicity, but none-the less it sold out instantly. This, 
and other reasons (while a market was already created to use 
the underground to make money) would carry them to their 
break up in ’86. Narcosis was also dying without the release 
of an LP (they chose not to line the pockets of the businesses). 
Another band featured in the “Subteranian Scream” video was 
“Maria T-Ta” and “Empujon Brutal. 

1986 saw the release of the famous 13 band maqueta 
with Frente Negro, Eructo Maldonado (with a song about the 
first city being attacked by the Sendero Luminismo terrorists), 
Exodo, Conflito Social, Sociedade Anonima, Radicales, S.D.M. 
(with songs like ‘what country is this 4 ?’ and ‘rot you rich boy’). 
The bands on this comp, talked about repression, unemploy- 
ment, generation gaps, the system, assaults on people within 
the same movement, chameleons, etc... 

The band “G-3” appeared in January of ’86 (consisting 
mostly of the same lineup as Autopsia) Along with Kaos, 
Fosa Comun, La Resistencia and Masokotanga they took an 
influence from North American HC bands; along with these 
bands from Chosica (city outside of Lima), Diagnostico, 
Reservado, and Trauma. 

Fanzines appeared and disappeared by the heaps in these 
times (Pasajeros Del Horror, C.T.M., Exiliados, and others). 
Guerilla Urbana changed their name to Ataque Frontal (includ- 
ing the vocalist from Autopsia), becoming one of the most i m- 
portant of Peruvian punk bands. The French label New Wave 
Records released their EP in ’87, with the cover representing 
the journalist massacre in Ayacucho). Panico became the band 
Deskontrol after releasing a demo (in ’87). At this time G-3 
released their first demo, “Un Nuevo Enemigo” (a new en- 
emy) and Eructo Maldonado release their LP “Que Pacho”, 


Scene Report 

then did a second LP and broke up in ’88. 

Terrorism became a daily thing and there were a lot of 
attempts to integrate the subterranian groups and their causes. 
The economic situation was worsening with the ‘paquetazo’ 
(inflation) rising to terrible extremes. 

In ’87 appeared Disidentes, Profetas Del Carajo (who 
finished their most recent demo in ’92), Antipatriotas, Kaos 
General, Desayunados and some more into the dark thing like 
Salon Dada (with Tamira from Excomulgados), Lima 13, 
Luxuria (with their tape called ‘Con Poses Y Sin Apuro”), 
S.D.M. becomes T.B.C. (Anarchist HC). Mid ’87 was a large 
concert in Magia, which was edited onto cassette, with Kaos 
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General, Kaos, Genocidio, G-3, and Deskontrol. 


With a diversifying movement came a completely po- 
litical faction where we have bands like Eutanasia. In ’88 came 
Exilio (formed by a libertarian anarchist activist), Deskoncierto 
(punk), Amnistia Politica, Antifascistas, Autonomia, 
Crimentales, Insurgentes and Exodo changed their name to 
Combustible; and a demo was released by Q.E.P.D. Carreno. 

The band Kaos General organized a place to play called 
the HC house with some friends. Bands like G-3, Curriculum, 
Mortis (thrashcore), Sentido Comun (who preached nonvio- 
lence), Bazofia, Dr. HC, etc played there. 

In 1989 a lot of crossover bands emerged like Desarme, 
Requiem, Insaner (with the ex singer of Epidemia), Situacion 
Hostile, Anti (ex T.K.C.H. punk metal with the demo ‘Mundo 
De Mierda’). Also at this time were some industrial core with 
the band T.DeCobre. Some other good HC bands were Futuro 
Inderto (melodic HC), Malheehos (later turned into Pscicosis 
playing ska-punk), Estado De Emergencia, Reaxion (HC), Elios 
Aun Viven (HC), Fuerza Positiva, Autogobierno, Heroe 
Inocente (punk), Genocidio (not the same one as ’87), Banda 
Del Kadalzo. 

At the end of the decade we had a big concert with no 
less than 20 bands like Eter-K (featuring ex members of many 
older bands), Col Corazon (ex Salon Dada), Lima 13 and 
Eutanasia. 

The first noise-core bands appeared in ’89 also with 
Atrofia Cerebral; voicing a strong political view, eventually 
releasing 6 demos by ’93 when they broke up. Another band 
into this style was Audicion Irritable also with 6 demos and a 
lot of splits. MDA showed up around ’91 to release their demo 
‘Podredumbre Social’ . Their vocalist was responsible for mak- 
ing their demo and the Kaos CD possible through the Mexican 
label Illy Jocker.in ’95. 

The intentions of the people from Anti to form some 
sort of zine guild didn’t prosper, but there were always more 
anarchist bulletins like Ataque Anarco, Bandera Negra, La 
Protesta, Deprimente Realidad, Crudeza, etc. A cassette called 
‘Produccion Autonomia’ was released with the bands Com- 
bustible, Desayunados, Actitud Frenetica and Elios Aun Viven. 
1990 saw Decision Final (melodic HC), Amenaza Kambiaria, 
Producto De Ira (w/ ex members of Sentido Comun), Sudakas 
Del Odio, Irreverentes, Sin Derechos, Humanos, Agresion, 


Deformales, Disturvio, Destarte Social. Combustible and 
Eutanasia both released their demos at this time. When 
Eutanasia broke up, their bassist formed Rafakas. They had a 
place called EIHueko where they organized gigs and held meet- 
ings, until 1994. 

In 1 991 G-3 released their second demo called “En Lla- 
mas” and Desarme put out their “Porque?” demo. Pateando Tu 
Cara, Nada Tuyo, Dictadura De Conciencia (w/ the vocalist of 
Atrofia Cerebral), Rupturas, Mala Fe Ratas, Estado De Sitio, 
S N A. (straight edge) and the first demo by Futuro Incierto, 

In 1 993 came Confrontation (ex member of Nada Tuyo), 
Klaustro and the release of the Rexion live tape. Also playing 
at this time was Dogma SS, Penros Hambrientos, Victimas Del 
Caos, Gritos De Juventude, Sabotaje, Kontratodo, and Historia 
Comun. By this time most of the bands from 89-92 had al- 
ready split up. D.D.C. and P.T.K released a tape together, the 
comp “ Entre Heroes Y Cobardes with bands like Ratas, 
Reaxion, Dogma SS, Rafo Raez, Deformales, Actitud Frenetica, 
D.D.C. and P.T.K. 

- In ’94 Leuzemia reformed (without the original vocal- 
ist). Their reformation brought high expectations because they 
were the pioneers of the punk movement in Peru. They even- 
tually released a CD/Cass, in 1996 called “A La Mierda Lo 
Demas” and played a lot of gigs trying to kill their own myth. 
The bassist has left and now they are working on a double CD 
mixing various styles like metal, r’n’r, and HC with a more 
technical sound; very different than their old sound. There are 
many reasons to question the bands integrity because they aren’t 
100% committed to their political side, but perhaps the people 
want too much from them. 

In ’95 Koliko changed their name to S.D.H. (Suder De 
Juevos). G-3 also released their CD/Cass., much to the 
disapointment to many, employing a more pop-punk influenced 
style. Kaos Y Desorden, Peru No Existe, Fusion March ita and 
a few more like Contracorriente and Los Criollos; who released 
a tape in ’96"Mas Peruvianos Que La Colma”. Aeropajitas 
also released a demo at this time. In ’96 P.D.I. changed their 
name toMamani. 

We can also mention bands from other provinces of Peru. 
N.N. and Accion Violenta from Arequipa. In Trujillo the move- 
ment started around ’90 with M.H.P (Muerte Hijo De Puta), 
DezertorTu Madre, Trabalabaras and later Suicidio Temprano, 
Ego Euigmatico, Esquizofrenia, and others more into HC/Grind 
like Dementia. In Tacna we had Extrema Neurosis. Huanuco 
had Novis Droit, Complot, Viodrosex, R.A.M.G. and Error 
Humano. Also there was the Collective X, who published the 
anarchist bulletin Polvareda. The truth is, every important city 
has a punk band. 

Now we have bands like Dio Hastio (Who released a 
demo called Raza De Gusanos’), Decision Final (who returned 
as Kristinas!), 3 A1 Hilo, Melchormalo, etc. 

The label Sonidos De Accion (sounds of action) released 
a comp tape recently with Los Rezios, Autonomia, Complot, 
Irrerentes, Hecho Nada, Komando Anti-mierda, Aslo Que 
Chucha Punkron; with a few of these already broken up. Ataque 
Frontal are still together, despite various line up problems, and 
Desarme have reformed recently. The newest bands are 
Diskrepancia, Voz Rebelde, Magras, Plomo, Cisticerko En Tu 
Cerebro, Antisocial (HC) and As Mereir (melodic punk). 

We have now spoken of the most important bands; and 
about 90% that have ever existed within the HC and punk move- 
ment. They have all been an important part of this history and 
have had an interesting influence on the movement of today. If 
you want more information or would like to make some con- 
tacts, please write: 

Ataque Frontal: Jose E.Matute / Av. Del Parque Sur 398 / 
Corpac, SN Isidro / Lima / Peru»Reaxxxiona zine: Jose Riverra 
/Jr Crespo Castillo 325 / Huanuco / Peru«Krisis: Manuel Zapata 
T. / Huamarca 216 -Sta. Rosa / Piura / Peru«P.T.K.: Raymond 
Aldana / Jr. Jose Manuel Pimental #2089 / Urb. Sn Fernando / 
Mirones Bajos / Lima, Peru*Decision Final: Julio Lavado / Los 
Gladiolos 146 / Lima 18, Peru»Buscando Un Camino zine / 
Sonidos De Accion: Apdo. Postal 330062 / Lima, Peru«Tarantula 
Zine: Augusto Fernandez / Unload Vecinal #3 / Block 6 B-4 / 
Lima, Peru»Deprimente Realidad zine: Elmer Cerna / Jr Real 
#166-170 / Av. Tupac Amaru KM 12 / Comas / Lima, 
Peru'Psicosis: Pedro Bejar / Psjeosrolaza 227 / Lima 1 , Peru-Dio 
Hastio: Jose M. / Apdo. Postal 4370 / Lima 1 ,Peru 
This scene report was provided by Jose M, Oscar R. and the 
collaboration of Memo Escoria and Rafo Nova. Part 2 of this 
will be about the political climate and situation in Peru. 
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SERVITUDE is punk band from Minneapolis who have 
been quite active since their start. This interview was 
conducted in two-sessions and pieced together ; so it 
seems a bit jumpy... 

PE: What are everybody’s names and what do you 
do in the band? 

J: I’m Joe and I do vocals. 

G: Gabe, guitar. 

Z: Z, axe. > 

S: Skell, bass. / 

L: Leif, guitar [he plays drums — ed.] J , 

All: Ha ha ha! / / 

Z: Everyone’s got their pipe dream. 

PE: How long has SERVITUDE been mL 
around? AS 

G: About one year. mSST 

PE: How did you guys hook-up together, all MjK 
being from different places? IM3 

G: Skell, Z and I have known each other 
since the early ’90s, so we pretty much IgpUBa 
hooked up that way. We met Joe when we 
moved here, and met Leif here in Minneapo- IPfsJjBK 
lis. 

J: The band was already established before I 

started. \» 

PE: Issthis something you started before you VjT 
moved to Minneapolis? 

G; We talked about it vaguely. 

Z: Me and Skell came here before Gabe lived here y- 
and we met at a show and started talking about it. 

PE: How did you know each other before? 

G: Living in the same general area of Wisconsin. 

Z: His old band (Default) and our old band (Jim Jones 
Party Mix) used to play together. We became bosom 
buddies with a vision. 

PE: You seemed to start the band off with a bang. 

Shortly after forming, you embarked on a tour in 
the middle of winter, basically unknown with no 
releases at this point. What’s the motivation be- 
hind the band? 

G: It was the basic energy level. Everyone was exited 
to do things, to do as much as possible. There was a 
high level of motivation. Pfaying shows is obviously 
an important part of being in a band, so going on tour 
seemed to be a logical step. Not to mention we love to 
travel and be in a band, so we might as well combine 
the two. 

PE: Some bands are content with just releasing 
records and rarely touring, what makes you guys 
do the opposite? 

J: Playing out is one of the main focuses of the band. 

Z: Getting out there and getting in touch with people is 
important. 

PE: Do you think that touring is more of a motiva- 
tional factor behind the band than recording? 

S: I think they’re both up there, the same. 

G: They’re both one part of the other. We like to do all 
of it. We do record fairly often also. It’s hard with a 
band like us to get everyone in the same place at the 
same time. We have so many different interests all 
the time too. Everyone’s pretty busy. 

J: A lot of us are involved in different projects. 

PE: Does going on tour help you focus your ener- 
gies toward the band? 

Z: We all get tighter as friends and associates, more 
focussed. 

J: Tighter as a band musically. 

PE: Did you go on tour before the cassette demo 
came out? 

J: Right after we did the cassette. 

G: We were actually putting a bunch of cassettes to- 
gether before going on tour. 

PE: So what was it like trying to set up a tour and 
having nothing out? Did being in bands previously 
really help out? 

G: Yeah, totally. We had more of an idea of what ex- 
actly to do. I knew a lot of people from setting up a 
tour before hand. So it came together really quick. 

Z: Some parts were difficult, though. Being in a band 
that nobody had heard before. But we gave it the gusto 


adventurous spirit. Just go for it. 

PE: Did people show up? 
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G: But more importantly, we all had fun. 

Dan: Do you feel it’s more fulfilling to have that 
two way communication going when you're play- 
ing live? Whereas when you play a record it’s just 
a one way thing? 

All: Yeah, definitely. 

G: Playing live is so much more real. 

J: More energy. You can really express yourself live a 
lot more than you can on a record. 

PE: Is it important to you to let people know what 
the songs are about? 

J: Yeah, definitely. We hand out lyric sheets at our 
shows and give a brief description of what it’s about. 
We let everybody know what we’re all about. 

PE: Do you think that punk rock shows are a good 
way to communicate? Do you think that a lot of 
communication goes on? 

J: Not as much as a record. I think a record puts out a 
better message than a punk rock show. You go to a 
show and a lot of people are drunk and just there to go 
balls out basically. Maybe there’s a few people there 
actually listening to the message, but for the most part 
they’re just there to get pissed and have a good time. 
G: I think certain types of people buy certain types of 
records because they already know what they like. 
Some people are only at shows because their friends 
happen to be going that evening, so there’s a broader 
range of people. 

PE: How was your last tour this summer (what you 
experienced of it!) compared to the first tour? Did 
you notice a better response after having a record 


out? 

J: Definitely. 

G: It was a lot better. The shows were all great. As a 
band, we were a lot tighter, a lot more together. Every- 
thing was functioning perfectly, except for the van. It’s 
also hard to say- to tour the east coast, and then the 
west coast- there was a big difference. 

Z: Having a record out definitely helped incredibly. 

J: On our first tour people didn’t really know what to 
expect, because they had never heard us before. 
After the record came out people knew what style 
of music it was. It was a lot better too on the sec- 
^\^ond tour because we all knew each other a lot 

Ia PE: What happened to the second half of 
that last tour? 

IK J: The van broke down. 

Hi G: Things were going great. But then it 
Ml reached a certain level where the van kept 
on breaking down and our next drive was 
so long. Nobody had any faith in the van 
whatsoever. We were all going broke be- 
JjiWgSjj cause all of our money was going into the 
van to keep it running just to get that far. It 
reached a certain point of where we would 
choose to be stranded at. As much as it 
sucked and we all hated to do it, we decided it 
wou ^ ma ke more sense to just head back. And 
■ffW even that was just scraping by- we had to bor- 
hW row money and rob gas. 

r Jon: That brings us into the next question... 
Shoplifting and scams seem to play are large part 
in the existence of the band and your everyday 
lives. Do you think that you could function without 
them? Sometimes it seems that we get so deep, 
that it seems impossible to get by without it. Do 
you agree with this? 

L: You could get by without it, but it’s nice to make a 
dent everyday. 

Z: It makes getting by easier, as well as fucking the 
system. 

J: We can’t really afford the things we need. 

L: That’s why you’ve got to rob it. 

J: We wouldn't be able to eat as well as we do, drink 
as well as*we do... 

Z: Gassing and going. 

J: There are some times when we wouldn’t be able to 
get by without shoplifting. On our way home from our 
last tour we didn’t have any money and we needed 
gas. 

G: There’s a certain level of ethics obviously with what 
you shoplift or scam. Living in a consumer culture, 
where does your money go and do you really want to 
be supporting where it goes? Another thing is, it's ri- 
diculous to suppose any of us can live on the income 
that we make. 

PE: Well, what would be an example of something 
that is unethical to shoplift? 

G: There’s certain people we do rob from and certain 
people we don’t rob from. Like robbing from Shell, you 
feel like you’re doing something positive. But, if we’re 
on tour and we stay at someone’s house- we’re not 
gonna rob them! 

L: No, of course not. That’s bullshit. 

J: There are definitely ethics behind shoplifting. 

Jon: What was the total dollar value of stolen goods 
on the last tour? 

J: $812 in two weeks. 

Dan: Living the high life? 

J: Yeah, that’s the way to do it. 

G: But the thing is we weren't! Half of that was just 
getting oil to keep the van rolling. 

J: We ate good and drank good, but we had to steal a 
lot of auto parts just to get from point A to point B. 

PE: Do you feel these day-to-day scams are revo- 
lutionary acts? 

L: On a personal level, definitely. 

G: I think so. 

PE: What other parts of a lifestyle that you have, or 
could have, that would be political? What day-to- 
day things do you do that you would consider to 



OR WORD OF COMPLAINT, 



be part of a revolutionary lifestyle? 

J: We’re all vegetarian or vegan, we take part in dem- 
onstrations, a couple of us work at PE. 

L: We all live communally. 

Z: Speaking out when the situation arises. If some 
dudes are talking shit, you have the chance to educate 
them. 

G: Living a certain lifestyle with a general sense of 
awareness. 

J: Basically the lifestyle we live. 

Z: The morals we keep, the values we have. 

G: We’re all organized in demos and things of that na- 
ture. When those things happen, we’re always there, 
or those who can be there. 

J: A lot of times, it’s when the situation arises. 

Z: When acts come into play. 

Dan: What about living all together in a big house? 

J: Yeah, like all the band basically living in the same 
house and being able to jam in the basement. 

G: We all live, or have lived, in houses that put up 
bands, have shows in the basements, cooked food, 
and support various actions. We try to use our homes 
as part of a network. 

L: It’s the core of personal expression. 

Z: Going to school, I get the chance everyday to make 
impressions on people by voicing my opinions and get 
some input back. Maybe someone will listen and a 
lightbulb will go off in their head. Slim chance but... 

G: I think that by living a certain lifestyle as an example 
to other people, and the impression it leaves. 

J: None of us are really lackeys. 

PE: How do you define a lackey? 

G: The lackey is the mindless follower. The enigma of 
the henchman. 

PE: By living a lifestyle as an example, do you feel 
that you’re creating a change by creating an alter- 
native? 

G: I think a great way to effect people is by example. 
The basic way you live will consistently rub off. By 
constantly yelling down someone’s throat, it only serves 
to intimidate and alienate the other person. But by just 
doing what you think is right, other people will pick up 
on that. 

Z: Constructive, intelligent communication will get 
through to a person. 

J: If your mother yells at you when you’re a little kid, 
you want to go out and do the opposite. It’s just the 
way it is. 

G: The basic nature of yelling at someone isn’t rational 
communication. There’s, a level of anger and frustra- 
tion that they’re telling someone something. It’s usu- 
ally not open. 

PE: Do you consider being involved in the band as 
being part of that lifestyle? 

G: Yeah, it’s a facet of expression. 

PE: But is that part of an over-all, day-to-day expe- 
rience? 

G: At anytime of day I can think of lyrics, or start play- 
ing songs in my head. It’s definitely one outlet for per- 
sonal expression. It’s not like we just go there and 
suddenly do it. 

Z: Another small impact we might have- by going on 
tour and having conversations with kids, letting them 
know we’re vegetarians and what we’re all about. 
There’s a chance that they’ll pick things up. I’m taking 
a nutrition class right now, and I’m the only person even 
vaguely punk in the class, but there’s like six vegetar- 
ians. So we always posse up against everyone be- 
cause we’re way out numbered. There’s all these 
meatheads talking shit. It’s fun and we do what we 
can. It’s all on the nutrition aspect that we’re trying to 
get the vegetarian point across. So it’s possible to make 
an impact on people to some degree. 

PE: Do you make a conscious effort to let people 
know about... 

Z: I don’t try to be too outspoken. I’d rather talk about 
things constructively. 

PE: What sort of people do you think you might be 
able to effect change to? 

J: Definitely younger people. 

Z: Whoever you come into contact with in your day to 
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day life. Be it at 
your job, at 
school... 

G: Just by probabil- 
ity, by our ages or 
whatever, it prob- 
ably will be a 
younger group of 
people for sure. 
But it could be any- 
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J: Then again you’ll run into people who will look be- 
yond that and will actually listen to what you have to 
say. 

Z: If someone’s going to get down on you for your ap- 
pearance, you have to get through to them with your 
intelligence. 

J: But if they’re gonna get down on you because of 
your appearance, then you’re not gonna get through 
to them because they don’t have enough intelligence. 

Jon: But if someone looks down on you because 
of your appearance, do you really want to get 
through to them? Or are they really the people 
you’re against? 

J: Not necessarily against them, but sometimes it’s not 
possibly to get through to them because they’re so thick. 
To take somebody at face value and not listen to them 
because they’re dirty or the way they look... 

Z: It’s not in vain to try though. 

Dan: But are there some people who you’re just 
going to have to write off because they’re the en- 
emy? 

Z: You should still make an attempt to communicate 
the best you can. 

J: Obviously there’s some people who just can’t be dealt 
with... 

Z: You’ve got to try. 

G: There are certain people who are at definite odds 
with us politically. People who have already gone 
through their own process of what they think is educa- 
tion as we went through our version of what we think is 
education. And the way we both view things is com- 
pletely diametrically opposed to each other. It’s just 
the way the world works. 

J: It’s like trying to change a cop’s mind of what he 
thinks of you- it’s just not gonna happen. Like trying to 
tell the CEO of Shell that what he’s doing is wrong and 
he should stop. 

Dan: Like the average fascist on the street? 

All: Yeah. 

Jon: But would you rather change them, or put 
them down? 

All: Put them down! 

PE: Are you afraid to use violence to defend your 
opinions? 

L: Not at all. 

J: Absolutely not. 

Z: It would be better if it wouldn’t go to that. 

G: In a lot of cases, just by my personal nature I’m not 
very violent whatsoever, but if it does come down to 
it... 
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TO BE FINED, HARASSED, 


J: You’re not gonna sweet talk a Nazi from kicking your 
ass. 

G: Right. Certain things can’t be solved certain ways 
and certain things can. Obviously I’m not gonna try to 
beat sense into someone who’s fallen for certain lies 
their whole lives. 

Jon: Well for example in Jim Falls. Those Nazis that 
were there at the festival- they weren’t gonna leave, 
so it took a few fists to get them to leave. It’s not a 
question of self-defense. We don’t want to change 
their minds. We want them out of our festival. 

Dan: Have you got some interesting stories of what 
happened to Z? 

Z: To follow up, they had their little retribution and 
scapegoated scrawny little Z and beat him down. They 
said to their race traitor friends in Minneapolis they’d 
be back next year with guns. They were just talking 
shit. 

G: One guy was choking me and I was like “Why don’t 
you just leave? If you want to fight, there’s hundreds 
of us, you would get killed.” We were just telling them 
to leave. We weren’t asking them either. We were 
telling them to leave. It’s just what it was. It came 
down to what it did. 

Jon: They weren’t militant Nazis, they were just rac- 
ist idiots. 

Z: They weren’t organized, they were just boneheads. 
Small town racists. 

Jon: They claimed they were there for the music 
and we should put our differences aside. Do you 
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on at the time. 

Z: It wasn’t a setback for our moral, we haven’t stopped 
doing shit. 

G: Mitch just wasn’t as dedicated as the rest of us, not 
into practicing all the time. He knew it as well as we 
did... 

PE: So it was just a matter of time... 

All; Yeah. 

G: Three quarters of us all live at the same house, the 
ex-members live there too, and we all get along fine. 

In general, as a band, everyone will have different 
things that they do all the time. It’s pretty outrageous 
to think that they will dedicate all their energy one hun- 
dred percent to one thing all the time. 

PE: Under what rock did you find Lief? And how 
do you. Lief, feel about this whole mess? 

L: We just hooked-up in Minneapolis and what not. 
Mitch was on his way out I guess, so I decided I do it. 
G: v ou two (Z and Skell) have known Lief for a while, 
and I’ve met you before. 

Z: We met him by chance in Madison. j 

J: We looked at each other and said “might as well join 
up’’. He's a great drummer, great look. 

G: He loves to steal. 

PE; Do you think that punk rock shows are a good 
opportunity to get across ideas? Or is it wasted on 
wasted people? 
laughter 

G: I think having the idea of playing a show and think- 
ing you’re going to effect everyone there is kinda na- 
ive. If you effect one person at the show, then its worth- 
while. I know it’s happened with me. It’s like a trickle 
down effect. 

PE: All of the members of Servitude have migrated 
from around the country, but are some of the most 
active participants in the Minneapolis hardcore 
punk scene. Why here? 

L: It’s definitely a hot bed for our culture right now. I’ve 
migrated to Oakland and here. I’ve pretty much been 
everywhere and I’ve decided that these are the two 
areas that are worthwhile. This and the Bay Area is 
where l center myself. 

PE: Why are they worthwhile to you? 

L; They’re worthwhile in different ways. Here it’s the 
value of the scene. I don’t know, it just feels right at 
the time. 

Z: Exposure from a couple different visits. It’s defi- 
nitely the best city to live in the Midwest. There’s more 
of a chance to make our efforts worthwhile. There’s so 
much more that we can be exposed to here. Ever since 
I’ve moved here I’ve done my best to get everyone I 
left behind to move here and get more and more of the 
Wisconsin posse here. The atmosphere here is what 
I’ve always craved and always wanted. 

S: You don’t feel so alone. You learn from other people. 
J; I've never been here before I moved here. I’ve lived 
in Connecticut basically my whole life and I needed a 
change. Before I moved to Minneapolis, there wasn’t 
really an opportunity to be that politically active. The 
scene was much smaller, there wasn’t as much going 
on, and it was more spread out. Not as unified as the 
Minneapolis punk scene, 

G: Definitely. I feel like I was still active where I lived 
before, but my general level totally escalates. Like try- 
ing to be active around people who weren’t very active 
at all was downtrodding. But here, you can be active 
and other people who are active even more so will help 
you or direct you a different way. It’s so much more 
inspiring. You can actually see a difference and you 
don’t feel like you’re not changing anything. Just the 
general fact that there’s such a large punk scene in 
Minneapolis, you can do so much more. When I lived 
in Wisconsin, the whole pipe-dream of having an au- 
tonomous space to have shows, the way we all want 
to do it- DIY, it’s impossible. No matter how much you 
try, there’s just not enough people to support it. But 
here, there’s enough people where you can do some- 
thing like that. 

J; A lot of people said that I was bailing out on the 
scene, why don’t I stay and make this scene better. 
There wasn’t enough there to make the scene any 
better. 


if Ebola’s recorded yet. I think it sucks that it’s going to 
be distributed that way, but when we first talked about 
it, it wasn’t going to be, 

J: We shan’t work together again. 

Mandy: Do you want to pause it while Gabe's tak- 
ing a piss? 

Jon: So what do you guys really think about Gabe? 

laughter 

Dan; Is Gabe the king of the band? 

Z: He's the queen. 
mad laughter 

J: He writes all the riffs. They're pretty mad. 

Z; They’re pretty weak. 

J: OK. here he comes. Be quiet. 

Jon: I think a lot of bands, who have good inten- 
tions, become so used to hearing the same thing 
and are influenced by their surroundings. The re- 
sult is that they end up with a dull style of the band 
and a dull package. Do you agree with that? 

AH; Yeah. 

Z: That’s something we definitely try to avoid. 

J: I think it’s just ear candy. A lot of bands like Dis- 
charge and want to sound like Discharge and sing 
songs about war whether they really care about war or 
if there is a war going on or not. Our lyrics reflect how 
we feel and what we see. 

Dan: It seems that you right your lyrics about things 
you can follow through with. It seems that a lot of 
bands sing about things that they can’t even hope 
to change. Like “War is barbaric"- of course. But 
singing about it isn’t going to change that fact. 

G: I think a lot of bands see a framework of what works 
for other bands and just adopt it. Sure, they may be 
sincere but on what level of thought or sincerity is into 
it. Some people take the skeleton of what was suc- 
cessful for another band and adopt it for their own. 

Jon: What is success? What would be success in 
a band for you? 

G; J’m not really sure, I’ve never really thought about it. 

Dan: What’s the next step that you hope to accom- 
plish? 

Z: Keep on trying. 

J; Basically to keep on doing what we’re doing- tour- 
ing, playing shows. 

G; Just doing whatever we think is right at the time, 
just doing it. Basically to keep it at 11 . 

PE: Is it possible to recycle the music and ideas 
and still be sincere? 

G; I think it is. It's a multi-faceted question. There’s a 
difference between a band that sets out to specifically 
copy something, automise it to themselves and call 
themselves that. It’s useless and I don’t really under- 
stand what it is. But there’s a difference with a young 
band that’s really influenced by something and hap- 
pens to play that and to them they feel it one hundred 
percent. Or even an old band, if they play something 
they love, that’s great. 

J: I don't believe in trying to be so original that you try 
to find new topics to write your lyrics about just be- 
cause everybody else has already written about war, 
animal liberation, fascism, and things like that. Those 
are still problems that should be addressed. And I don’t 
think that we should try to avoid them just to be origi- 
nal. 

G; For me, writing lyrics is an outlet for dealing with the 
everyday world and things I think about on an every- 
day basis can vary incredibly. I’m not going to cut off 
the way I write lyrics to fit one way or the other. 

Dan: It seems that you guys, musically and lyri- 
cally, try to take it one step further. 

G: I don’t think it’s much of an effort. We all listen to 
different things and it shows in the way everyone writes. 

PE: Right after coming back from this tour and af- 
ter less than a year of existence, you’ve gone 
through some major line-up changes. Was this 
something that was brought on from tour? Why 
did Julie leave the band? 

G: Julie not so much just quit the band, but there are 
other things that she wants to concentrate on. There 
wasn’t a negative break off whatsoever, it's just that 
there are other things that she wanted to concentrate 


these black metal kids. We had a little difference of 
opinions and he tried to attack us. He was dealt with. 

PE: What do you think of the infiltration of black 
metal into the punk scene over the past couple of 
years? 

G; I think it’s bullshit. 

J; It doesn’t belong. 

G: It’s kinda like if people started buying Skrewdriver 
records and saying “Oh, I like the music.” I just don’t 
agree with it. It’s racist, it’s sexist, it’s homophobic, 
blah, blah, blah. It’s just bullshit. I think it’s weird- it’s 
just this whole double standard. If a whole bunch* of 
people started to get into Skrewdriver, everyone would 
agree it was a big problem. But it’s come under this 
guise as this thing called black metal and it just gets 
excused as “Oh, they just like that kind of music.” 

Jon: A lot of punks and ex-punks that get into black 
metal claim that they get sick of punk because it’s 
gotten stale. But maybe it’s them that have gotten 
stale. Do you agree with that? 

J; I think it is because there is always something to 
focus on in the punk scene. There’s always energy to 
focus. 

Dan: Do you think that punk is a politically oriented 
counter-culture, or has it become just a music 
style? 

G: As far as I know of it, it’s inherently a political counter 
culture. But a lot of people I know have completely 
different opinions. I think it generally is a music style, 
but to a certain level there is a political conscience. 
It’s so multi-facetted. There’s so many definitions of 
what is punk and what isn’t punk. It’s kinda ridiculous. 
Various factions won’t agree with what’s punk or not. 
That’s why I’d rather look at what we do on a DIY level. 
Obviously we’re a punk band that plays one brand of 
punk music, but I prefer to look at us as a DIY band. 

Z: The whole fantasy of punk rock and politics being 
intertwined is one thing, but it’s not that way. It’s only a 
sector. 

Jon: Over twenty years, punk has really branched 
off in a lot of different aspects. You can t really 
describe what punk is in 1997 the same way you 
could 15 or 20 years ago. 

G; With the whole 1977 thing, I have no idea. It’s a 
completely abstract concept to me. It doesn’t even 
affect me. As long as I’ve known punk, it’s been politi- 
cal and that’s the way I look at it. 

Dan: How does that fit in with doing a record on 
Clean Plate who has a goal to have exclusive dis- 
tribution through Rhetoric? 

G; I spoke to him about that and as far as I know our 
record isn’t gonna be exclusively through that. The 
record will still be available. It’s not like it’s going 
through a major distributor, just something a bit bigger. 

Dan: The place where you work [PE] isn’t even 
going to be able to stock it. 

G: With Clean Plate, Rhetoric does the wholesale and 
Passive Fist does the mailorder. But when I’ve first 
talked to Will, it wasn’t going to be like that with our 
record. Will has always been really cool and really 
straight up. That was his decision and we already 
agreed to do it. I’d prefer if it wasn’t distributed that 
way. 

Dan: We would have to have to buy it from Rheto- 
ric. 

Jon: You haven’t said in this interview what record 
you’re talking about specifically, for the readers... 

J: Servitude split ep with Ebola from the UK. 

PE: That’s coming out on Clean Plate Records? 

G: Yeah. I’m not really sure when. I don’t even know 


Mandy: I don’t think that being active is ever bail- 
ing out or easy. It's so easy to not be active. That’s 
the easy thing. 

J: Yeah, the people that said this were the ones who 
weren’t doing anything at all. Two or three people 
doesn’t make a scene. And if you don’t have every- 
body, then it’s not going to work. 

PE: Beyond the vibrant punk rock scene, do you 
feel that Minneapolis has an air of alternative cul- 
ture and potential for activists? 

All: Definitely. 

G: Whenever there is a rally, the majority of the people 
aren’t punks. 

J: ARA- they’re not a punk group, but a political organi- 
zation. 

Z: Like the co-ops and grassroots stuff. 

G: There’s lots of great political enterprises that aren’t 
punk oriented whatsoever. I think that the general at- 
mosphere has a certain level of agitation. There’s 
groups of people across the board who are frustrated. 
It’s not so black and white. Everyone realizes that 
there’s a problem. How they deal with it is different 
obviously. e 

PE: Do you think that this has anything to do with 
the repressive police force here? 

Z: It’s possible. 

L: The most corrupt cops in the U.S. go to New 
Orleans, Chicago, and Minneapolis. I don’t 
know if that’s coincidence or what not. 

G: Yeah, they know they’re not liked. There’s a 
level of pure frustration You can feel it anywhere. 
Whether you’re active or not, you can feel it. It 
gets expressed widely in Minneapolis. There’s 
a wide range of people. I really don’t know the 
reason for the way the police act. 

J: I think the pigs know that people in Minne- 
apolis aren’t completely powerless. They try to 
wield their strength to bring people down. If 
you're politically active they know you’re against 
the police force. 

Dan: My idea of why the police here are so 
brutal is that there is so much money in this 
town. Look at the suburbs and the really 
wealthy areas in the city. There’s a really 
strong upper-middle class presence here 
and they pretty much pay for the police de- 
partment. It’s basically all the jocks, all the 
rednecks, all the people that grew up all 
their lives thinking that they had something 
coming to them, that they’re entitled to do 
this. All these huge white male jock dudes 
are cops because people are rooting for 
them to beat people up. They get hired by 
people that are in power in this city to basi- 
cally do what they’ve always done with an 
official capacity to do it. I bet most cops in 
this town are from places like Brooklyn Center, St. 
Louis Park, don’t even live in Minneapolis. Basi- 
cally it’s like an occupying army that the people in 
charge of this town pay to keep the lower class 
and the minorities from becoming visible. There’s 
so much money here with all these essential jobs 
like Pillsbury. The cops here are so brutal just to 
protect those interests. To make sure that people 
who come here to work everyday, and don’t nec- 
essarily live in Minneapolis, will have a nice clean 
law abiding place to go. The people who live here 
in the inner-city have to totally suffer. The people 
who live in South Minneapolis or North Minneapo- 
lis get totally walked on for the sake of the yuppies 
who come into town. Every area in the city, every 
precinct, has its nice areas. The cops there pro- 
tect the interests of the people who live in these 
little wealthy enclaves by totally crushing. Not just 
politically, but socially, economically, racially, and 
everything, to keep us down for the sake of keep- 
ing the city nice and clean. I don’t think politics 
really has anything to do with it. The fact that cops 
are so brutal makes people a lot more politicized. I 
don't think that we are responsible for the cops 
being brutal. 

J: We are a factor though. They want to keep the city 
clean, they want to keep it nice, then they see people 


like us walking around. And they’re like “we can’t have 
that cuz we’ve got to protect whitey up in Kenwood (A 
yuppy pissing ground in South Minneapolis). 

G: Like all these pan-handling laws in Uptown Minne- 
apolis. It’s so these yuppies impose a certain situation 
so they don’t have to deal with it on their conscience. 
All of that shit is beyond ridiculous. 

Dan: I don’t think that this city is unique. All the 
powers that be are made up of the landowners. I 
think it’s common in all parts of the country. 

Jon: In your song “Apparatus”, you say that “sky- 
scrapers stand as an epitaph of another crumbling 
civilization”. Would you agree that what started 
out as the human attempt to protect itself from the 
harshness of nature has escalated to a complete 
separation from nature, that man has built walls 
around himself so high that the natural would is 
completely alien. What are your views on this? 

L: We’ve all been so deculturated in our environments, 
and so gentrified. It’s a result of the lack of natural 
culture. 

G: I think a complete separation from nature is impos- 
sible because- what are you building your walls out 
of? 


Dan: Do you think that a city-based culture is some- 
thing that even works for humans? Is that part of 
human nature to live in cities? 

J: It’s almost like a haven for convenience. 

G: The whole question of what is human nature and 
isn’t human nature, I don’t even feel like I know ex- 
actly. Maybe it is human nature to create this com- 
pletely new landscape and alter what once was. At 
the same time, living through this whole process it’s 
hard not to view it with a certain level of contempt or 
being cynical of it. 

PE: What are your views on work? There’s quite a 
large spectrum of views on this in the punk scene, 
from working class pride, to hobo punks. What do 
you feel about all this? 

G: Personally I say fuck jobs. Spend your energies 
working toward something. Think about where all your 
energy goes if you work at some shithole job. 

L: Toward something that’s applicable. Work as little 
as possible to pay your rent and things, but put your 
true energy toward something else. Make sure you 
can drop it at any moment. Put your energy into some- 
thing to stimulate culture. 

Z: If you have to work for the time, work for the time. 
I’m working a shit job now so that I won’t have to work 
later. 


Mandy: I think one thing to consider, as far as work 
goes, a lot of people have to work to survive be- 
cause they think that what they need to survive is 
a lot more than what we think we need to survive. 
A lot of people are more dependent on money. We 
need a lot less to live and be happy because we’ve 
found happiness in other things other than the 
monetary part of life. 

Z: Comprehension of sustenance. 

G: You’re told that from day one. The consumer cul- 
ture teaches you that “if this new novelty item doesn’t 
make you happy, then this one will.” It’s just one thing 
after another, and it’s really stupid. 

J: Some people work 60 hours a week for a nice car 
and a nice house- basic luxuries that you really don’t 
need. 

Mandy: Some people really do need to work be- 
cause they have a family, but other people really 
think they need to work. I mean, look at us- we 
make practically nothing, but we’re probably some 
of the happiest people I know. 

Z: Different comprehension and understanding of what 
sustenance is- to be happy and get by. 

Jon: How do you feel about making money off punk 
and the politics behind it? 

J: Is it possible? 

G: I think it’s the next logical step- autonomy. 
Something to thrive for. Think about all the 
money that something like the punk scene gen- 
erates. I think it makes more sense for people 
who want to be active don’t have to work shit 
jobs and anybody can get involved. 

J: Make money off punk and put it back into it. 
L: It’s a broader vision. It’s not selfish. 

G: There’s obviously different ways of doing it 
too. A band could come along and claim to be 
a punk band and make bank off it. That's 
bullshit. 

Dan: It seems like a lot of bands that think 
they can do that have to sacrifice a lot of 
their ideals. 

Jon: As far as making a living off punk and 
keeping your integrity? 

G: I think it’s a logical step of trying to take back 
your life. How much energy do you have if 
you’re working eight or more hours a day at 
something really depressing? It would be re- 
ally hard to keep active I think. 

Dan: At what point does it become a fair 
living or exploitation? 

G: I guess that depends on how you’re doing 
it. 

Z: Sustenance and small amounts of pleasure. 
Not getting a fancy car and things like that. 

Jon: If you could make a living off the band 
would you do it? 

L: Not a punk band. 

J: If you wanted to make a living off a band, you would 
have to be on a major label. Maybe it’s not a punk 
band, you’re still supporting a major label. 

Dan: What if you could tour constantly and had 
enough money at the end of the day to pay for gas 
and vehicle repairs? 

J: I would do it in a second. 

tape gets garbled for a bit 

PE: We should probably end this soon... What are 
some future plans for the band? 

G: Split ep with Dillinger 4, which will be a benefit for 
the people from the Bombshelter riot. 

Jon: Who’s gonna be releasing that? 

G: Profane 

Mandy: Oh really? Cool. 

All: laughter 

G: Another seven inch, a tour, the HG Fact comp. 

PE: Well that’s it! 

J: Thanks man. 
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AFTERMATH OF THE MCLIBEL TRIAL... 


ACTIVISTS WORLDWIDE TURN UP THE HEAT! 


In our last issue, we published brief details 
of the verdict of the McLibel trail, which ruled 
in McDonald’s favor against London Greenpeace 
campaigners Dave Morris and Helen Steel. How- 
ever, the judge also ruled that some of the most 
biting statements in the leaflet “What’s Wrong 
With McDonald’s” had been proven true. This 
trial, which lasted a record breaking 314 days, 
drew international solidarity from anti- 
McDonald’s activists in support of the McLibel 
defendants as well as shining a large spotlight 
on the exploitative business practices of 
McDonald’s in the public’s eyes. By attempt- 
ing to use their monetary muscle to stifle criti- 
cisms, McDonald’s has only succeeded in per- 
petuating the exposal of itself in peddling un- 
healthy food, exploiting workers, abusing ani- 
mals, unethical advertising, rainforest and 
third word destruction, excessive litter from 
packaging waste, and many other counts of 
shady business which they attempt to hide 
behind that smirking clown face. 

For a complete detailed analysis of the 
verdict of the case, contact U.S. McLibel Sup- 
port Campaign/ P.0. Box 62/ Craftsbury, VT 
05826-0062, or McLibel Support Campaign. 

5 Caledonian Road/ London N1 9DX/ UK, or 
the visit McSpotlight websight, http:// 
www.McSpotlight.org/. For a copy of the 
leaflet “The Other Face of McDonald’s”, con- 
taining many of the facts disputed in this 
case, send a S.A.S.E./IRC to PE (printed in 
English and Spanish). 

The ruling in the trial sparked actions 
around the world. Here are some highlights 
compiled by the McLibel Support Campaign: 

Activists in the UK implemented their 
Adopt-A-Store campaign in which 2/3 of 
all the stores were covered. Thousands o f 
people hit the streets. It is estimated that 
400,000 copies of What’s Wrong With 
McDonald’s were handed out on that day alone. 

Christchurch, New Zealand 

Fifty people with drums, banners, masks, clown 
suits and most important of ail What’s Wrong 
With McDonald’s leaflets, danced, chanted, and 
informed from 6pm to 8pm. 

No arrests, but the police attempted to 
get everyone’s details. A McDonald’s milkshake 
had emptied itself over the front window of the 
McDonald’s and the police threatened to arrest 
anyone who didn’t give their details for disor- 
derly behavior. Hope everyone else has funl 
Phil Clayton 

Vancouver, B.C.- Ten protestors visited 
three McDonald’s restaurants in downtown 
Vancouver Saturday June 2 1 afternoon. 

Public reaction was mainly good, although there 
was some animated debate at times. Some of 
those opposed to the action stated they felt 
there were “more important things to worry 
about,” that the protesters were wasting their 
time trying to change the world. 

At the Granville & Dunsmuir store, custom- 
ers, passersby and staff were entertained by 
two of the protestors playing the role of 
McDonald’s customers being won over by the 



information being provided, while at the 
Granville & Smythe store, passerby and cus- 
tomers entering or leaving were also informed 
about the results of the McLibel trail by one of 
the protestors using a megaphone. 

More ironic sights of the day were those 
of a one passerby congratulating the protest- 
ors and taking a leaflet while carrying a McDeath 
burger and shake in his other hand, and the 
looks on the faces of customers as they read 
the leaflets while simultaneously devouring their 
Big Macs. David J. Knowles, Animal Voices 

News. 


The McCafe’ is a very long store with an 
entrance at each end. So, someone thought 
it would be a nice idea to ride a motorbike 
straight through- in one door and out the other. 
As no one owns a motorbike however, we had 
to stick with banging drums, blowing whistles 
and handing out leaflets. 

It was a lot busier there than at the pre- 
vious McDonalds, and people were a lot more 
responsive to us. They could be seen reading 
leaflets in all directions. Many of them ap- 
proached us to discuss the issues and tell us 
how much they agreed with us. All in all, it 
was a really good demo- definitely a success- 
and there will be more to come in the future! 
Lokaal Kabaal 

Los Angeles protest report: 

Eleven people picketed a McDonalds in Santa 
Monica (near the beach) on Sunday, June 22 
for two hours. We handed out lots of leaflets 
(What’s Wrong With McDonalds, a summary 
of the trail, and a leaflet about factory farm- 
ing). 

TV Channel 1 3 (UPN) did a 1 5-second re- 
port on the 9pm news Sunday. The reporter 
stressed the judge’s findings of cruelty to ani- 
mals and exploitation of children. The local 
NBC-TV affiliate and a CNN videoman video- 
taped but didn’t do any interviewing. The 
Santa Monica paper (The Outlook) ran a story 
without pictures on Monday, June 23. One of 
the two all-news stations in a LA ran a couple 
of announcements of the protest on Sunday 
morning, using clips from the interview with a 
local McLibel Support Campaign activist. Danila 
Oder 

Los Angeles ARDAC-LA/OC picked as our 
target for our McLibel demo the oldest 
McDonald’s currently in operation. It’s still got 
the original building design, and the only addi- 
tion is the museum of McDeath they’ve opened 
next door. At the grand opening of the mu- 
seum last December one activist was arrested 
for allegedly blocking the sidewalk while oth- 
ers were harassed by the police for driving by 
with a dead cow in the back of their truck. 
The drive by was designed to get the public to 
make the association between the death of a 
cow and the hamburger they eat. 

20-25 activists participated in our pro- 
test, handing out over 500 leaflets (including 
copies of the full document the McLibel-2 were 
sued over). After a complaint by the 
McDonalds manager that someone had given 
him a flyer, three police cars showed up to 
investigate. They acknowledged that we 
weren’t doing anything illegal but expressed 
their concern about the publicity of us bring- 
ing another dead cow. David Hayden 

Wollongong (south of Sydney), Aus- 
tralia 

The protest was advertised beforehand on at 
least two radio stations and both TV and print 
media’attended on the day. There were ban- 
ners flown, mass distribution of leaflets as well 
as the sale of badges and t-shirts designed for 
the day. Around 50 people took place in the 



Leiden, The Netherlands 
Around twenty demonstrators arrived at the 
first store at 2pm, equipped of course with 
drums, whistles, placards, banners, and leaf- 
lets. 

We managed to attract a lot of attention 
from McDonald’s nervous-looking staff, custom- 
ers, and passersby. Included in the passersby 
unfortunately, were local neighborhood teen- 
age trouble makes who thought it would clever 
to hit a demonstrator over the head with a 
chair. As it was a chair from McDonald’s, we 
were all quite hopeful that it would get 
smashed, but the only thing to get smashed 
was the placard the demonstrator used to pro- 
tect himself. When questioned by the local 
press about this and the points raised in the 
leaflets, the store manager declared that he 
had no comment. Fortunately no one got hurt 
(but that’s not counting one person who cycled 
straight into a lorry on her way to the pro- 
test). 

It was certain at this point that we all 
agreed to move on to the next McDonalds, ac- 
companied by the press and by now the local 
police. It was the first protest ever held at this 
store as it only opened on Wednesday June 
18th. (Just in time for our protest!) It’s a 
McCafe’- trying to appear upmarket and chic, 
but still serving the same junk. 
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protest. Up to half the activists staged a sit-in 
in the McDonalds store until the police were 
called and they were all evicted. The protest- 
ors then marched through the center of 
Wollongong, through the main shopping mall 
to the other McDonald’s store (where the po- 
lice were already waiting), followed by a short 
speak out in the middle of the mall about the 
outcomes of the trail. 

The day was successful with further ac- 
tions planned to coincide with the construc- 
tion/opening of a new store north of 
Wollongong. Colin Salter, SARA- Student Ani- 
mal Rights Activists (Wollongong) 

(USA) Aggressive Police Spray Anti-McD’s Demo 
Near Washington DC 
According to Steve Baer, who was there at the 
200-person protest, the first blow began when 
the manageress of McDonalds “freaked out” 
when she saw 200 unwelcome protesters ar- 
rive on the scene at HER local outlet, and, when 
a woman (one of the group) entered the fran- 
chise, the McDonalds manageress slugged the 
young woman, who apparently hadn’t even 
spoken to anyone. A young teenager (and 
teens can often be somewhat impulsive, you 
know) decided in anger to start trashing the 
place. The manageress called the local police, 
who brought in the riot squad with pepper gas, 
clubs, megaphones, and much more. The rea- 
son for the protest was not conceived as be- 
ing a way to talk to the people at large, but to 
tell McDonald’s that we don’t want them to kill 
people, the environment, and/or animals. 

If EACH McDonalds has such a protest, 
then the managers will begin to report back to 
the HQ in Oak Park, IL that McDonalds is widely 
hated and that perhaps even changing their 
ways of doing business. 

There were all kinds of posters, including 
posters of dead cows’ heads, and environmen- 
tal destruction in South America, and wasted 
and economically devastated peoples in South 
America, whose lands and livelihoods were 
taken away by McDonalds cattle ranching, etc. 
Ronald McDonald was burned in effigy. Police 
blocked the entrance to McDonalds. That was 
a good thing! Maynard S. Clark, Vegetarian 
Resource Center 

Here is some of the info you requested about 
the Santa Cruz CA demo, jailing and subse- 
quent demos. 

Stella Sythe, Richard Krebbs, Kevin Keller, 
and Nicole Briggs all spent seven days in jail for 
a ten day sentence. Kevin and Nicole tried to 
stay their sentence pending appeal, but the 
judge refused. 

The original protest was on October 1 6, 

1 996. Kevin and Nicole were arrested hanging 
a banner on the roof. Richard locked down the 
counter inside. Stella and her sister Thea Sythe 
were arrested inside defending Richard from 
customers trying to stick burgers in his face. 
Thea beat the rap at trial. 

There was a support demo at the jail and 
in front of McDeath when Stella and Richard 
went in. The demo in front of Kevin’s jail re- 
sulted in him getting better treatment and be- 
ing allowed visitors even though he was in the 
infirmary. All four hunger-striked for their whole 
jail stay. Peace, Derek W. St Pierre 

Demonstration in St. Kilda Melbourne 


Famous animal liberationist Professor Peter 
Singer is part of a huge demonstration in St. 
Kilda Melbourne today as part of the Interna- 
tional Day of Victory. 

The media will be covering his demonstra- 
tion with a leaflet which explains that 
McDonald’s production and meat purchasing 
standards have been found to be responsible 
for animal suffering. The verdict was a leap 
forward for animal lib who are pushing forward 
for legislative reform in NSW this week. McLibel 
is a broad win for all of us so long as we choose 
to represent the issues as well as the positive 
aspects of the verdict. 

Hello! In Lausanne (Switzerland), the pro- 
test action today was quite successful- we dis- 
tributed 2000 leaflets (unfortunately we did 
not take enough leaflets). We were approxi- 
mately 25 activists with a big banderole and 
pancarts and with cow masks. The public were 
interested. It was the first time that a demo 
was organized in front of the McDonalds of 
Lausanne. The employees of McDonalds did not 
say anything in spite of the fact that we often 
tried to discourage people to go in. There were 
several press photographs and journalists. We 
hope that something will be published in our 
newspaper. 

On Friday “Le Matin”, one of the main 
newspapers of Geneva and Lausanne published 
a big article about the verdict (with a photo on 
the front page). All other newspapers men- 
tioned the verdict. Christina Maier Action pour 
le Respect des Animaux et pour vigitarisme 

Gothenburg in Sweden. We had banners 
and two guys dressed as a cow. We got lots of 
attention from people who took leaflets. There 
was a big newspaper article and I was on the 
radio. I hoped we could arrange more demos, 
but unfortunately there was not enough time 
and there was a big holiday on the Saturday. 
Anyway, we were satisfied. Henrik Scheutz 

Vermont: A group worked the street out- 
side of the obscene “playland” front end of the 
Barre/Montpelier Road McD. We handed out a 
big stack of leaflets at the stop sign and a big 
poster that said “Honk if you want your chil- 
dren back”. We got lots of honks, David Briars 


A week of action was planned during 1 1- 
18 October, with 16 October being UN World 
Food Day and World Anti-McDonald’s Day. On 
this day, a large demo was held in Minneapolis 
at the Uptown franchise of McDonalds (several 
smaller demos were held weekly prior to this 
one) with about 50 activists attending. (Note: 
This franchise was torn down and rebuilt last 
year- without the courtyard AND the addition 
of a police substation in the building. This was 
done with the purpose of eliminating panhan- 
dlers and loiterers; thus further adding to the 
sterile and lifeless environment of trendy, capi- 
talist Yup-town area. With McBullshit and the 
cops in the same building, there’s nothing hid- 
ing who’s scratching each others- back!) There 
were loads of different leaflets handed out as 
well as many banners flown. As to be expected, 
there was strong police control of the demo. 
Demonstrators were made to stand single file 
along the length of the building- or they would 
be given tickets for obstructing the pedestri- 
ans on the sidewalk. We were not allowed to 
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lean against the building, or we would be ar- 
rested for trespassing. Several people actually 
were issued tickets, arrested, and had their bi- 
cycles taken away by the police for such petty 
offences as these. The demo received mixed 
responses from passersby and customers. 
Some people were interested, talked with dem- 
onstrators and asked for more info, while oth- 
ers scoffed at us. The employees seemed a bit 
nervous, but managers seemed confident with 
their lackeys- the police- there to keep things 
tame. As far as I know, there was no news 
coverage or media reports whatsoever. Despite 
the odds against us, it was a strong showing 
which couldn't be ignored by the hundreds of 
passersby in the high traffic Uptown Minneapo- 
lis area. (Jon) 


Venezuelan Anarchists Against 
McDonalds 

For us, the Committee For Anarchist Re- 
lations in Venezuela, October was a month of 
street-activities. On October 12th the arrival 
of Bill Clinton to our country was announced. 
Taking advantage of this occasion, we’ve linked 
the arrival of the so-called “gerente del mundo” 
(manager of the world), with more than 500 
years of being conquered colonies and kept 
dependent on foreign countries. We have 
edited a flyer (2500 copies) titled “505 years 
after the conquest, the colonization contin- 
ues”, in which we renounce the Clinton visit 
and promote autonomy and direct action. The 
text was accompanied by a photo of Clinton 
holding a rifle in his hands; a symbol of U.S 
Economic and Military oppression in Latin 
America. On Wednesday the 9th we distrib- 
uted the flyers in the central University of 
Caracas, the largest public University in Ven- 
ezuela, and the rest in the streets of Caracas 
and San Cristobal (200 flyers). 

The University was also the center of our 
informational activities about McDonalds. 
(Anti-McDonalds) Billboards were placed out- 
side the faculties of Engineering and social and 
economic sciences; along with one in the en- 
trance of the school cafeteria, where groups 
of people read them everyday. We also had a 
poster, with some text from a London 
Greenpeace flyer along with comics from 
Semeco, which has been printed on newsprint, 
posted, and distributed by us and our com- 
rades in Barquisimeto, San Cristobal, Maracaibo 
and Los Teques. For this campaign we made 3 
color shirts which sold well, and were well-re- 
ceived. 

On Thursday, October 23, we held a con- 
cert called “Rock contra la comida basura” 
(‘Rock against garbage food’, literally!) in the 
Metro entrance on the University campus. The 
concert was supposed to start at 2 in the af- 
ternoon, but it wasn’t until 4:30 that the first 
group, “Farandula Popular”, were ready and on 
stage. In front of a crowd of 1 50 people, “Cri- 
sis Politica” played their industrial HC sound 
with 2 new singers. The last band, 
“Renuencia”, who played for the first time, had 
a raging punk sound in the old school style. 


From:Comite de Relaciones Anarquistas 
(C.R.A.) C/0 Emilio Tesoro / Apdo. Postal 6303 
Carmelitas, Caracas / Venezuela 
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ALF Supporters Group Newsletter 

$3 / A4 / 20 pages 

Contains info on the current prisoners and court cases of animal 
liberation activists, news of actions, letter from prisoners, special 
reports how individual raids were done, and more- all with the em- 
phasis of direct action for animal liberation. Inspiring! (Jon) 

ALF SG/ BCM 1160/ London WC1N 3 XX/ U.K. 

And All Else Be Damned #2 

$1 / HS / 28 pages 

Cool political punk zine from Washington state. Interviews with 
Christdriver and the Stratford Mercenaries, a report on the Punk 
Fiestas, columns and opinion articles, how to make a potato gun, 
and lots of news bits. Well done with a good attitude. (Jon) 

P.O. Box 1112/Tracyton, WA 98393. 

Arkangel #18 

$5 / A4 / 56 pages 

Another packed issue of England's best animal liberation zine. Loads 
of stuff here from world-wide news clips, well-researched articles 
on the McLibel verdict, opinions, contacts, ALF news, and tons more 
info- all with the goal of complete animal liberation. Well done with 
quality layouts and strong content, making this an excellent resource. 
(Jon) 

Arkangel Magazine/ BCM 9240/ London WC1N 3 XX/ U.K. 

Bio gen e sis 

$2 / HS / 28 pages 

Great new zine with a strong Earth First leaning. Lot’s of stuff like 
NW Forest defense, Critical Mass, EZLN, police brutality, non-vio- 
lence, and loads more opinion type articles. Nice layout with excel- 
lent content. (Jon) 

Rat Records c/o Sarah/ P.O. Box 555/ Santa Rosa, CA 95402. 


Class War #74 

$3 / T / 10 pages 

If you were lucky enough to get your hands on a copy of Class War 
#73, or read the article in the new Love and Rage, you would prob- 
ably believe that the Class War Federation and Newspaper of the 
UK are all but history. Well, don’t believe it because Class War is 
back after a year of non-production and internal soul-searching. The 
production quality of this new issues is a step backwards in technol- 
ogy as it seems that those people who had all the fancy toys have 
since left the federation. However, the written material is well above 
the old standard, with less of an elitist writing approach and much 
more than just simple solutions to complex problems. Let us hope 
this continues to build back up to the effective organization Class 
War was once synonymous with just a few years ago. (Dan) 
London CW / P.O. Box 467 / E8 3QX London / Great Britain 


Contraflow #23 

Donation / T / 6 pages 

An important news broadsheet from the UK which covers events 
and information for the anarchist movement and related issues (la- 
bor, squatting, etc.) with a particular focus on the U.K. and Europe. 
This issue contains special resistance reports from across Europe’s 
mainland, as well as coverage of the most pressing social struggles 
in the U.K. One of the best sources for current political activism 
and news available from the UK. This paper is technically free, but 
please send them a buck or two for postage and expenses. (Dan) 
Contraflow c/o 56a Infoshop/ 56 Crampton St., London SE17 / Great 
Britain 

D^MANACHIE Vol 3, No. 5 
$2 / T / 20 pages - French 

An action-oriented anarchist newspaper produced regularly in Que- 
bec, Canada for the French-speaking radical movement. As al- 
ways, this issue not only includes coverage of local struggle, but 
international as well, with extensive writing on the Zapatistas and 
more. Definitely the largest French-language anarchist paper pro- 
duced in this hemisphere! (Dan) 

C.P. 32 100 / Montreal, P.Q. H2L 4Y5 / Canada 

Dorfzyniker #5 

$2 / HS / 88 pages / German 

I have reviewed the last issue of this newer German punk zine and 
much of what I said back then still holds true. I’m glad that the 
politisation that I had hoped for has partially set in, in the shape of 
their highly controversial stance on CDs which will hopefully be- 
come more prevalent in the traditional German punk scene. This is 
a step in the right direction and will hopefully lead to much more 
questioning of the way large parts of the German scene are a com- 
mercialized perversion of the DIY spirit of punk. However, there’s 
still far too much garage and pop punk coverage for my taste and 
I’m sure there have to be more worthwhile things to talk about than 
all the gigs you went to. (Y@hoo) 

Rene Grandjot / Habichthohe 42 / 74199 Untergruppenbach / Ger- 
many 

Heart Attack #16 

$2 / S/64 pages 

One of the most important DIY hardcore/punk zines going today, 
with their usual extensive letters, columns, and review sections. This 
issue also has a special section relating to a rape accusation that 
became public at the “More Than Music Festival” during this past 
summer. As always, worth getting on a regular basis and not just 
for the extensive reviews sections. (Dan) 

P.O. Box 680 / Goleta, CA 93116 


Interbang #6 

$2 / S / 48 pages 

A zine that effectively combines the hardcore/punk music coverage 
with political activism. Included are numerous news articles and 
coverage and commentary on various happenings and events within 
the hardcore scene. A broad collection of contents and definitely a 


good informational resource. (Dan) 

Interbang Fanzine / P.O. Box 671 / Ravenna, OH 44266 

Love & Rage Vol. 8, No. 4 
$2 / T / 24 pages 

The latest issue of what has become North America’s best news 
source for the anarchist and radical movement, as well as informa- 
tion on the latest in practical organization ideas and movement re- 
lated politics. This issue includes features on welfare reform, 
Geronimo Pratt, fascist networks and the Oklahoma City bombing, 
the Detroit newspapers strikes and more. Aside from producing the 
newspaper, the Love and Rage Federation is also a national orga- 
nization which works to create a unified North-America wide anar- 
chist movement to take on important social issues in a large scale 
effort. Check it out and get involved! (Dan) 

Love & Rage / 2441 Lyndale Ave So. / Minneapolis, MN 55405 

Mankind Disaster #2/3 / V.l.T.R.I.O.L. #5 split zine 
? / A4 / 1 00 pages 

This is quite a massive read from Slovenia! Totally crammed with 
stuff like abstract artwork, comics, scene reports, opinion articles, 
and loads and loads of interviews including: Fierce, Cojoba, Rot, 
Kristusi, Konstrukt, Wojczech, Doom, Money Drug, Saugedesta, 
Final Exist, Bludge, and more. Lots to read with a cool anarcho- 
punk attitude. (Jon) 

Mitja Rozman/ ul. Jana Baukarta 4/ 9240 Ljutomer/ Slovenia (or) 
Jolanda Roskar/ Hajdose 43/c/ 2251 Ptuj/ Slovenia 

Misanthrope #6 August 1997 
$?/HS/ 16 pages 

This is a zine consisting mostly of a mish-mash of various news 
articles that politically minded anarcho punks would be interested 
in. They cover a wide range of topics and give info on many things 
going on ail over the world. There’s also some articles written by the 
editor. There’s a lot to read in here and plenty to grip and hold your 
attention. We also received #7 of this zine. I found even more info, 
and editorial type articles in here. All are well written. This is an 
interesting and informative read to kill some time with a more qual- 
ity filled way. (duke) 

1059 6th Lane N. / Naples, FL/ 34102 

Newland #1 

$2? / HS / 36 pages 

This magazine is collaboratory effort from about a dozen individu- 
als from the D.I.Y. punk and hardcore scene across Belgium, giving 
it a widely varied approach and appeal. Included is the original 
article “Rent is Theft” reprinted in PE 32 as well as a number of 
other feature articles from various aspects and viewpoints relevant 
to the more politicized part of the punk and hardcore scene. As well 
as numerous articles and opinion pieces, there are also letters and 
review sections. A good effort I hope will continue to blossom into 
an important and informative mainstay of the European scene. (Dan) 
c/o Brob Tennisbaanstr. 85 / 9000 Gent / Belgium 

Plagiat #1 

$2 / A4 / 36 pages / German 

A new pretty cool zine, made from the guitar player of Konstrukt, 
contains interviews with Kito, Palatka, an activist of the Vegan Soci- 
ety, articles on Hardcore, Terrorism and the Angry Brigades. (Joe 
B.) 

Plagiat / PO Box 192 / 1201 Vienna / Austria 

Renegadeos #4 

$2 / S / 32 pages / Spanish 

Well, I still can’t read Spanish, but here’s a listing of what’s in this 
Mexican anarcho-punk zine... Interviews with Active Minds, 
Sabotaje, Bacteria, and Revuelta Propia, as well as a great cartoon 
on Coprophilia, news from Mexico and abroad, and reviews. Good 
resource to the Mexican political punk scene. (Jon) 

Mario R./ A.P. 96-071/ cp 07771/ Mexico DF/ Mexico. 

Ripping Thrash #14 

$3 / HS / 44 pages 

Ripping Thrash is still going strona after all these years. This issue 
looks great with slick layouts and interviews with Forca Macabra, 
ROT, Assert, Disorganized, Global Holocaust as well articles on 
poverty in Canada, Slovanian scene report, scene news, and loads 
of reviews. Definitely a worthy read! (Jon) 

Ripping Thrash/Mut/ P.O. Box 152/ Burton-On-Trent/ Staffs DEI 4 
1 XX/ England. 

Room 101 #2 

stamps? / 1/2 Standard / 20 pages 

This is a small zine but totally DIY and from the heart. There’s some 
pretty good creative writing sprinkled between useful contact lists 
and things like; guidelines for the ALF, how to start a Food Not Bombs 
etc. There’s also a few music reviews. A lot of bases seem to be 
covered here, making it fairly interesting. Check it out. (duke) 
Geoffrey Mcnamara / PO Box 1 1 1 36 / Bainbridge Island, WA/ 98110 

Rotten Propaganda #2 

$2 / R / 24 pages 

This is an excellent political-orientated newspaper put out by Dave 
Aus-Rotten and friends. There is no punk music coverage as this 
paper is entirely made up of articles on relative political struggles 
around the world, from political prisoner and prisoners’ rights info, 
to tirades against McDonalds, Immigration laws, and much more. 
All of the content is easy to read and understand and is a good 
jumping off point for those just beginning to take that jump into seri- 
ous political activism. (Dan) 

P.O. Box 42325 / Pittsburgh, PA 15203 

Savage State #5/6 Spring 1997 
$3 / 1/2 Standard / 64 pages 

There’s an pretty impressive ‘Diary of Resistance’ from around their 
area from October ’96 til February ’97. An article on the fact that 
fairies aren’t real (I’m not sure how this fits in here or has to be 
explained? Do a lot of punx in New Zealand believe in fairies??). 
There’s some of the usual ‘zine’ format things here (letters and col- 
umns) but all are fairly interesting. There’s an article on why they’re 
not printing the ALF diary anymore which brings up some good point 
behind some theory and tactics in the animal liberation movement. 
There’s an interview with SMUT from Australia and.. .shit, a hell of a 
lot more. This is an interesting and at times a refreshingly challeng- 
ing (your thoughts) read, (duke) 

PO Box 6387 7 Te Aro / Wellington / Aotearoa / New Zealand 


Sekhmet #14 

S? / S / 16 pages 

This is the ‘Magazine of Anarcha-Feminist Federation of Aotearoa’ 
but I think that a lot of what is inside would interest anyone. The 
articles are all very well written. Some of them talking about such 
things as the after effects of the Gulf War, the fashion industry, and 
genetically modified foods. This is a truly anarchist magazine. There’s 
no separatism or hate here (which has turned me, personally, away 
from strictly feminist forums in the past few years). It’s positively 
tying in feminism with anarchist politics and outlooks. Refreshing 
and deserving of your attention! (duke) 

PO Box 14-156 / Kitbimie, Wellington / New Zealand 

Slingshot #59 

$2/T/20 pages 

The latest issue of this radical anarchist newspaper produced in 
Berkeley, CA. Always included are articles and news of the most 
pressing social issues in the Bay Area in particular, but also a vast 
information source for international struggles as well. This news- 
paper has a much more grass-roots level feel to it and as well as 
heaping helpings of just plain old angry politics. This issue has a 
large feature on the privatization of the prison system among the 
many other smaller but important articles of relevance to anyone 
with an inkling of radical, pro-1 iberatory politics. An important and 
free-spirited alternative to the much dryer and abstract anarchist 
journaJs and papers today, non of which we even bother to review 
anymore. (Dan) 

3124 Shattuck Ave. / Berkeley, CA 94705 

The Struggle #6 

$1 / S / 16 pages 

The “Chicago zine made by, for, and because of the people and 
friends of this city". This issue features interviews with Los Crudos 
and Youth Against Fascism as well as articles on healthcare for 
punx, punks in prison, and some columns. Good effort by a lot of 
people involved in the Chicago scene. (Jon) 

C.S. Productions/ P.O. Box 29556/ Chicago, IL 60629. 

Tribal Cry #3 

$3 / A4 / 40 pages / Spanish 

This is the Spanish of a French zine that will be published in French 
later on. Lots of stuff here including excellent collage graphics (in- 
cluding one full color insert), vegetarian recipes, articles on the de- 
fense of steeling, interviews with Voice of Hate, Despise You, Bullshit 
Propaganda, State of Fear, Violent Headache, Brutal Truth, 
M.C.H.C., and about six more. Great layouts as well. (Jon) 

Marie & Shultz/ 7 Rue Des Cinq Freres/ 77 640 Signy-Signets/ 
France. 

Turning the Tide Vol. 10 No. 3 
$4 / T / 24 pages 

This is the latest issue of the quarterly newspaper produced by 
People Against Racist Terror (PART) and is always one of the most 
comprehensive sources for anti-racist organizing available in North 
America. This issue, among the usual well-written and researched 
articles and news information, is an excellent editorial on police bru- 
tality. This paper is something all political activists would read regu- 
larly, and if you haven’t seen one yet, I urge you to get a copy today! 
(Dan) 

PART / P.O. Box 1 055 / Culver City, CA 90232 

War Crime #6 

$2 / S / 48 pages 

Another good issue of this D.I.Y., action-orientated political hardcore 
zine. This contains only one band interview (with Depressor) but 
contains numerous action reports, including a large section from 
Earth Culture detailing several anti-third world exploitation demos 
in North Carolina, as well as updates on the efforts to get a new trial 
for Mumia Abu-Jamal, and the arrests of activist Lorenzo Kom’boa 
Ervin in Australia and Food Not Bombs activist Keith McHenry in 
SF. There are also reviews, a DIY food section, which includes a 
recipe for tempeh this issue, and quite a lot more. While this issue 
has a very nice cover, the magazine as a whole lacks a real visually 
pleasing aspect, making it quite boring and inefficient in the layout 
department. That criticism aside, this remains one of the best up 
and coming zines in the U.S. scene today. (Dan) 

P.O. Box 2741 / Tucson, AZ 85702 

Words (and some pictures) #1 

$? / A5 / 20 pages 

Nice UK zine with well researched interviews with Active Minds, 
Citizen Fish and Benjamin Zephaniah as well as articles on early 
anarchist type thinkers, who killed Yvonne Fletcher, a good piece 
on what are we really an alternative to?, reviews, and a bit more. A 
good read. (Jon) 

Mark c/o Box X/ 269 Lodge Lane/ Grays/ Essex RM17 5PR/ U.K. 
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The Dreaded Comparison 

Human and Animal Slavery By Marjorie Spiegel Preface by Alice 
Walker Mirror Books 1988 

A half-size 100 page booklet complete with photos and lots of illus- 
trations. Even though some are intensely disturbing, they really 
help the reader make the connection between various forms of sla- 
very. Whether it be a 4-legged mammal or 2-legged one, slavery 
and the power struggle for dominance is still present. The Dreaded 
Comparison shows this well. I think this book should have a sequel 
because there is a lot more to be said for this issue. The pictures 
really get the point across, kind of like “The Sexual Politics of Meat” 
by Carol Adams. Actions, such as branding (on cows), using shock 
collars(on dogs), separating mother from newborn(veal calves), 
being shipped from place to place(factory farming), force-fed drugs 
to(vivisection), and being sold for profit(meat) all happened to Afri- 
can “slaves* about 100 years ago. Racism, n. 1. a belief that hu- 
man races have distinctive characteristics that determine their re- 
spective cultures, usually involving the idea that one’s own race is 
superior and has the right to rule others. Speciesism, n.1. a belief 
that different species of animals are significantly different from one 
another in their capacities to feel pain and pleasure and live an 
autonomous existence, usually involving the idea that one’s own 
species has the right to rule and use others. Enough said. READ 
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THIS BOOK!!! (Kim) 

No Denial! 

A Handbook for Becoming a Socially, Environmentally, and Person- 
ally Responsible Citizen of Planet Earth by Neil S. Cohen and Taryn 

This diverse 123 page manual was first printed in 1991. It’s a great 
one for newcomers to such issues as world hunger and electro- 
magnetic radiation. This book covers a wide range of issues from 
respecting your mother (EARTH) to vaccinations. For those who 
appreciated the simplicity of “The Animal Rights Handbook", No 
Denial! does just that and at the same time covers a large enough 
variety of complex topics to keep this book from boring the reader 
to death. I was lucky enough to get this book from a friend. I have 
never seen it elsewhere, but I’m sure it’s obtainable somewhere! 
Each chapter is only 2-4 pages, beginning with a poem or quotation 
from various revolutionary types and ending with a list of contacts. 
Although short and to the point, a reasonable explanation of each 
topic is covered in between. And as usual, the authors didn’t forget 
to include the overly common “Things You Can Do To Make A Dif- 
ference” paragraph in every chapter. Overall this is a decent guide 
for beginners. (Kim) 

Mvttfc 

720 / Redencion 9-11 split cassette 

This slick looking cassette is co-released with a label from Argen- 
tina and Chile. 720, from Argentina, got a thick, heavy HC sound 
while taking a more political approach than most bands of this style. 
Redencion 9-11, from Chile, pick things up a bit with a faster HC 
assault and an overall higher sense of energy. Both bands are 
really represented well in this release. Great quality packaging too. 
(Kerry) 

Masapunk Records / Los 3 Antonios 41 4B / Nunuoa- Santiago / Chile 

ABRAXAS VAKALIEN sA ep 

Let me begin by saying this 7” fuckin’ rocks! The a-side delivers 
high energy thrash with intense screaming vocals, while the b-side 
takes a more off the wall approach with stop and go crazy guitar 
and bass bits and an off-beat rhythm, reminding me a bit of Head- 
ache. Intelligent political lyrics and excellent packaging makes this 
a must in every collection! (Joe P.) 

Thought Crime Records c/o Jens Walter/ Petersberger Str. 68/ IQ- 
249 Berlin/ Germany. 

ABSURD ATTITUDE Modern Lobotomy 7” 

The lyrics on this 7”s cover things like child abuse and the frustra- 
tion of wanting to change the world. They’re written in a way that 
gets pretty personal, having a profoundly thought provoking effect. 
Musically, this is incredibly intense and angry as hell! Crazy and 
cool shit-check it out. (duke) 

Absurd Attitude / Kalkun Viertotie / 9-A-2 / 33330 Tampere / Finland 
or Fight Rec. / 6-D031 / 33710 Tampere / Finland 

ACAO DIRETA Entre A Bencao E O Caos CD 
Whoa, this is heavily produced compared to the last thing I reviewed 
by them, in ‘94. Heavy, powerful hardcore leaning towards thrash 
at times. They seem to have innovated a bit on some stuff remind- 
ing a little of Sepultura actually; like some of the instrumental bits. 
Over all that you get solid Brazilian hardcore with a cover of Terveet 
K^det! (Kerry) 

Peculio Discos (address elsewhere). 

ACAO DIRETA Resist irei CD 

This is the first LP by these guys, from ‘91 I believe, re-released on 
CD. Its a lot more ‘unproduced’ sounding compared to the last 2, 
which I actually like. Also includes bonus tracks from their ‘88 demo. 
Check this out. (Kerry) 

Peculio Discos / Cx. Postal 993 / Santos-SP / CEP 11001-970 / 
Brasil 

ACAO POSITIVA/ PARENTAL ADVISORY split 7” 

Two in your face Brasilian anarco-core bands together on one disc. 
P.A. got the power-grind thing going on; hard, fast at times, an tight. 
Beautiful. Ethically solid lyrics; included in English, Portuguese and 
even Esperanto! Next up are Agao Positiva, who rip through 8 songs 
of their own. You know the drill; slow intro to blender speed to final 
scream in 30-45 seconds, all done pretty well. Its great to see such 
sincerity with bands of this nature too! (Kerry) 

Sem Nome Records / R. Sao Bernardo , 85 Jardim Bela Vista / 
Guarulhos-SP / CEP:071 32-31 0 / Brasil 

AGORAPHOBIC NOSEBLEED 7” 

Twelve blasts of pure grind/blurr-thrash, keeping in par with previ- 
ous releases. Unrelenting brutality, unfortunately with no lyrics. 
Nothing ground breaking but playing the mold better than most. 

Clean Plate 

ANIMAL BONDAGE/FIERCE split LP 

Originally formed in 1986 and disbanded in 1991, Germanys ANI- 
MAL BONDAGE decided to embark on their first and last recording 
venture laying down 9 tracks of early 80’s style hardcore with catchy 
mid tempo bits thrown in for good measure. The lyrics deal with 
topics such as animal rights and working together for a change and 
are belted out by raging female vocals that go along perfect for this 
style. Nice one! FIERCE play a brand of angry relentless thrash 
equiped with catchy riffs, wacky basslines, and the most brutal dual 
female vocals I’ve heard in recent memory! Well written lyrics that 
cover such issues as animal abuse, the environment, multination- 
als, abusive male scum, and religion. Although the sound quality is 
not what it could be, its still a satisfying final release from this now 
defunct Montreal project. This also includes a booklet containing 
lyrics and information from both bands . (Joe P.) 

Suspiria records, Krokusweg 37, 76199 Karlsruhe/ Germany 
ARCHE HALAS sA cassette 

A new punk band from Poland with a haunting and gloomy sound 
that at times could best described as a mix between Dystopia and 
mid-years Neurosis, yet also cut loose with a pretty impressive thrash 
assault here and there. The lyrics are all incredibly political with 
topics ranging from anti-fascism and pro-Queer to more abstract 
topics like the sad -condition of the human race and human spirit. 
The music is layered and multi-faceted, with the occasional appear- 
ance of a female vocalists and few samples mixed in. A very inno- 


vative and worthwhile release (Dan) 

Nikt Nic Nie Wie / P.O. Box 53 / 34-400 Nowy Targ / Poland 

AURINKOKERHO sA CD 

This is an anarchist-punk band from Finland with a female vocalist 
and a much more up-beat and poppy musical than the typical thrash 
bands that have previously characterized the Finnish scene. With 
a different approach, this band still gets across the urgency and 
attitude of their message, using more melodic layering to get across 
the urgency and emotions. There are ten tracks on this CD, all of 
which earn high regard in my opinion, although I can see this one 
rejected by the Meanwhile/No Security faction. The lyrics are all 
sung in Finnish on this CD, but English translations are provided on 
the lyric sheet. This is also available as a 10" record format for the 
punk purists and those with fatter wallets! (Dan) 

CD is $7 ppd, 10" is $10 ppd world-wide from Aurinkokerho c/o 
Kasarmikatu 1 8a2 / 001 30 Helsinki / Finland 

CAPITALIST CASUALTIES Dope and War 7” 

C.C. is back in the game, and in full swing from what I hear. Nine 
songs of great hardcore thrash in the vein of previous releases. 
Great well thought out lyrics attacking society and the scene. What 
else is their to say? Get this and experience it for yourself! (Gabe) 
Slap a Ham/P.O. Box 420843/S.F., CA/94142-0843 

CORRUPTED/ENEMY SOIL split 7” 

Corrupted are a Japanese outfit who howl in Spanish. One very 
slow moving sludge-core track that never really begins to groove or 
to go anywhere either. It simply pounds you. Fans of 13, EHG, 
Boris, and Floor take note. Enemy Soil have really adopted human 
drummer. They remind me of Despise You at times; fast, tight, and 
unrelenting. They are one of the better choppe-core (AKA power- 
violence) bands out and about right now. Simply, a 7” that repre- 
sents the extremes of sludge and speed. (A. Noise) 

HG Fact/ 401 Hongo-M/2-36-2Yayoi-Cho/Nakano-Ku/ Tokyo 164 
/ Japan 

CRUEL FACE / DEATH SLAM split LP 

Cruel Face are a project between a Rot guy and a guy from A 9 ao 
Directa from Brasil. What they play is raging pissed HC in the vein 
of Dropdead or Disrupt (covering a song by each band respectively). 
It doesn't quite rival the latter bands best material, but the emotion 
really shows through and overall is pretty damn intense. Cheezy 
names aside, Death Slam hold up their end of the deal. A bit more 
grindy in style, however they have some intense thrash going on 
too. Do yourself a favor and pick this up, you won’t be disappointed 
(Kerry) 

Rotthenness/Cx. Postal 11 97 /SP-SP/ CEP 01059-970 /Brasil or 
from NAT records in Japan. 

CRUNCH BUBBA,BUBBA, BUBBA LP 

A LP compilation of all their releases up to date (Ran Core 7”, split 
7” with Sickoids, and their Benuenuti Persone 7”). If your not famil- 
iar with Crunch they play blazing hardcore full of catches, and great 
tempo changes, often compared to the likes of early Los Crudos. 
This is worth getting for the Bangles cover alone! (Gabe) 

Clean Plate 

DANGERMOUSE/PRETENTIOUS ASSHOLES split 7” 

Both bands offer well thought, top-shelf, furious HC. Early C.O.C. 
kept coming to mind when I was listening to Dangermouse? DM 
are of the same ilk as MK-Ultra and some of the other recent Chi- 
cago-land bands; great HC period. Pretentious Assholes do not 
release enough material as far as I’m concerned. They have it all 
with hooks, lyrics, speed, ingenuity, and sincerity; high quality HC. 
Quickly becoming one of the bands that I repeatedly scout for in the 
record bins. The packaging is environmentally sound, and the writ- 
ings address some very relevant, ethical questions which face the 
scene today. Without question, this deserves attention. (A. Noise) 
Thug Life Records, c/o Chris Cabay / 429 Circle Ave. / Forest Park 
IL / 60130 

DEADMOCRACY / NECROSE split T 

This is the new release on Brasil’s Elephant Records. I threw 
Necrose on first. Raw, fast, brutalizing HC; adventuring into the 
‘thrash zone' at times. The vocals are all over the place; including 
some subtle, but cool effects. I love this shit!! Deadmocracys re- 
cording doesn’t do them justice, because the songs are put together 
well, but the vocals are mixed too high (intentional?) and the overall 
quality lacks a bit. But this really shreds. Go for this one dude!! 
(Kerry) 

Elephant Records / Cx. Postal 2098 / Santos-SP / CEP 1 1 060-970 
/ Brasil 

DECREPIT If you Love Animals Called Pets... Why Do You Eat 
Animals Called Dinner? 7" 

This is a new band from Seattle with one member of Whorehouse 
of Representatives and one former member of Aspirin Feast. Musi- 
cally, this is the powerful thrash you would kind of have to expect 
from such a collaboration, but these folks manage to take the style 
one step further... cranking it up to 11 if you will. Musically, this is 
absolutely unrelenting in speed and power, with multiple vocalists 
belting out the angry political lyrics and spoken word tirades. There 
are five short songs on this E.P. and I can only hope it to be a hint of 
great things to come! (Dan) 

Consensus Reality / 1951 West Burnside #1654 / Portland, OR 
97209 

DESECRATION Broken Peace 7” 

On the sleeve these guys claim to be underground death metal, but 
I actually disagree a bit with that. This seems to be more on the 
grind/metal tip. They prefer to address social and political prob- 
lems in their songs and include an explanation their beliefs. I’d say 
somewhere in the vein of Assuck, etc. but not quite as 
intense. (Kerry). 

Grito Records / R. Minas Gerais, 123 Centro / CEP; 89.254.010 / 
Jaragua Do Sul / SC Brasil. 

DESOBEDIENCIA CIVIL Cuanto Tiempo Mas? ep 
I’ve heard that this record is already out ot print, but it’s definitely 
worth a review anyway. DESOBEDIENCIA CIVIL are an active 
D.I.Y. anarcho-punk band from Mexico City. They play raw hardcore 
punk with a mid-paced beat and dual male/female vocals. This is 
some of the best produced stuff I’ve heard from Mexico in a while. 
Lyrics are all in Spanish and deal mostly with animal liberation and 
against patriarchy with lots of urgent political graphics and informa- 
tion. Try to track this down and get more in touch with the Mexican 


and Latin American anarcho-punk scene. (Jon) 
c/o Noe Cruz/ Apdo. 13-517/ C.P. 03501/ Mexico D.F./ Mexico 
DETESTATION The Agony Of Living CD 
After a demo, some split 7"s and a full 7”, these guys have really 
become quite popular. This CD is a 14 song comp, of songs from 
earlier releases and represents the band really well. Packaged neatly 
in a 7” poster style sleeve and includes lyrics in Japanese and En- 
glish. (Kerry) 

HG Fact/ 401 Hongo-M, 2-36-2 Yayoi-Cho, Nakano-Ku/ Tokyo 164 
/ Japan 

DISKONTO Destroy! Rebuild! LP 

At last- the long awaited full-length from Sweden’s masters of raw 
and brutal hardcore punk! If you’ve heard and enjoyed their ep 
releases, this will thrash your brain. For those who have yet to 
experience their sound, here goes- hyper-speed Discharge style 
hardcore done the way it was done by Mob 47 and likes of early 
Swedish greats. Fast drums, fuzzed out guitars and urgent vocals. 
But (his is no generic “Dis" band with irrelevant lyrics. Although 
they’re all in Swedish, the English explanations show their pissed- 
off conviction against capitalism, sexism, nationalism, and apathy, 
with the intent of revolution. The production can be better with the 
guitars turned up. But the real experience is seeing them play live. 
So if you get the chance, don’t pass it up. If not, get this album and 
play at maximum volume! (Jon) 

Reiterate Records/ P.O. Box 287/ Harwinton, CT 06791 . 
DlSKONTO/DISTJEJ split ep 

DISKONTO crank out five more tracks of their uncompromising 
Swedish hardcore on this one with an even more raw sound than 
the LP- total gravel guitar sound. All their lyrics are in Swedish. 
DISTJEJ are an all-female from Uppsala Sweden as well. Here 
they blast out 1 1 tracks of noisy Swedish hardcore with raw as fuck 
production. All their lyrics are uncompromising assaults on sexist 
pigs. Fucking great! 

Crust Records/ P.O. Box 8511/ Warwick, Rl 02888. 

DISTURBIO MENOR Heridas Abiertas 7* 

The debut vinyl release from this overtly political and active hardcore 
band from Chile. Musically, they have an old-school east coast 
hardcore sound, but with more complex and modern influences. 
The lyrics (English translations provided) cover a spectrum of politi- 
cal and social subjects and are well written, even translated! Pow- 
erful hardcore with an urgent political message making up one ex- 
plosive and meaningful release. (Dan) 

Sin Fronteras Discos / P.O. Box 8004 / Minneapolis, MN 55408 
DOLOR Y ODIO tape 

Another political Mexican band playing that typical South American 
punk sound, meaning that this is pretty raw, mid-tempo punk that 
was popular on a world wide scale in the early 80s. This actually 
has quite a few faster bits but the somewhat limited quality of the 
recording doesn’t do it enough justice. However, considering the 
conditions prevalent in these parts of the world and the fact that this 
is a tape release enables them to hold their own. People who like 
their punk raw and unpolished will love this anyhow. All in all, there 
are 6 demo tracks and a live gig on the other side. (Y@hoo) 

Pedro Moreno A. / Calle 21 #116 / Col.Campestre Guadalupana / 
CP 57120 / Municipio Nezahualcoyotl / Edo. De Mexico / Mexico 
E-150 La Rabia Justifica Los Medios 7” 

I love hearing new stuff from Spain, so this was great for me to hear. 
Fast, raging intense hardcore that doesn’t let up. Lyrically just as 
good, taking on current topics and politically natured subjects. Good 
packaging and a Poison Idea cover too! You need this. (Kerry) 
Apdo. Postal 609/08913 / Badalona / Spain. 

EXCRETED ALIVE/VIOLENT HEADACHE split 7” 

Two Spanish Grind-thrash outfits on one 7" released in Japan. Vio- 
lent Headache continue their onslaught with 7 songs covering a 
variety of topics like sexual liberation, fascism, nuclear threats of 
China and France, etc. Great and intelligent! Excreted Alive play 
over the top grind with lyrics about children prostitution, not being a 
typical “Iberian macho", etc. Both bands are great and deserving of 
your attention! Highly recommended. (Gabe) 

Blurred/482-1 Naka/Kambara, lhara/Shizuoka/42 1-32/Japan 
For 9 a Macabra sA 7” 

Well, this hot new one is released in Finland, Japan, U.S. and Brasil, 
so you shouldn’t have any problem finding it. This is by far the best 
shit F.M. has released to date!! Over the top blazing thrash with 
great song structure; with just a dash of metal. I can’t describe how 
great this is. Fucking intense. (Kerry) in the U.S. from; 

Crust Records / P.O. Box 8511 / Warwick, R.l. / 02885 
FORWARD Feel the Core of Self ep 

Fuck yeah! If there is but one record you get this month, this year at 
that, may it be this slab of plastic. Intense Japanese hardcore at its 
best. Feel the core of self, fuck I did, clear to the bone. (PS Inside 
cover has pics if guy%with mullets, a definite plus.) (Baker) 

H.G. Fact / 401 Hongo-M/ 2-36-2 Yayoi-Cho/ Nakano/ Tokyo 164/ 
Japan 

FRAMMENT! L'appeso 10" 

A very upbeat anarcho-punk band from the highly active scene of 
Torino, Italy. This 10" goes one step beyond their 7" with a much 
better delivery of their well-written songs made possible by this longer 
format. The lyrics and writing in the large booklet in this record are 
all in Italian, but the spirit and meaning can be easily understood by 
the vast quantity of accompanying graphics and photos as well as 
from the brief English song descriptions on a separate sheet. A 
solid release from start to finish with an obvious effort expended to 
make this a step above the average self-released record. (Dan) 
Pietro Cardona / Via Caslis 27 / 10143 Torino / Italy 

THE GAIA 1991-1997 CD 

As the title implies, this is a compilation of various recordings span- 
ning the past seven years. If you haven’t heard THE GAIA, this is a 
great introduction to their barrage of full-throttle Japanese hardcore 
done in the vein of Lipcream. this all-female hardcore band really 
packs a panch. 1 7 songs here- all with great production and a good 
sound. (Jon) 

Sound Pollution/ P.O. Box 17742/ Covington, KY 41017 

GUTS PIE EARSHOT Distorted Wonderland LP 

Who says that punk rock is stale and unoriginal? It takes a band 

like Guts Pie Earshot to come out every so often to prove that state- 
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merit completely false. Brilliant multi-layered music with pounding 
tribal type drum beats, six-string bass lines, keyboards and sam- 
pling, amazing cello playing, and excellent female vocals filled with 
intensity and range. This music is so wide-ranged, it makes it 
difficult to explain the intensity of it in words. The lyrics are as 
emotional and intense as the music, written in a poetic and ab- 
stract manner. Seeing them live takes the expenence to its full 
capacity. Some of the most brilliant and intense music I’ve heard 
in some time. (Jon) 

Revolution Inside/ c/o Le Sabot/ Breitestr. 76/ 53111 Bon/ Ger- 
many. 

HEALTH HAZARD/SAWN OFF split T 
The HEALTH HAZARD side was originally supposed to be re- 
leased as a split with HOMOMILITIA which never happened. 


MANFAT / HARD TO SWALLOW split T 
England’s MANFAT return for their second vinyl outing in their 
best form ever. Gone are the days of slow-mo, up-beat monotony. 
Although there’s still traces of these elements, these two new 
songs feature a speeded up, yet still psychotic approach. The 
lyrics are still a sickened exposition of the fucked up state of the 


OPERATION Frihet? LP 

This is all round one of the most inspiring releases I’ve seen in a 
long time. The male/female vocalists are raw and powerful and 
the music matches them beat for beat. But the kick ass music is 
only the beginning. These folks put this out themselves and it 
eludes a large lyric book in both Swedish and English. The 
' f relevant topics: 
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breakneck crust/power-violence, great lyrics tackling subjects City, and play classic punk with female vox. The lyrics are per- 
as legalization of firearms, politics, businessman, etc. GET sonal/ anarchist/ politicahindjhis a ctual J]Y 


firearms, politics, businessman, etc. 

THISf!!!! (Gabe) 

Flat Earth/P.O. Box 169/Bradford, BD7 1YS/U.K. 

HELLNATION/SINK split 7” 

Hellnation are back with five new blasts of the way-extreme hyper- 
speed thrash they have uniquely perfected over the span of the 
90’s. As always, the new tracks are the same sort of ultra-fast 
noise core that we’ve come to know Hellnation for; the kind you 
have to read the lyrics to get any clue as to their subject matter, 
which are social-political in nature as always. Hellnation also do 
a Sink cover, who themselves bring out three new manic hardcore 
blasts of their own. If you haven’t heard of Sink yet, this is a 
good place to start as they are not only unique in the fact that 
they are among the best bands going in Japan at the moment, 
but are also one of the few all-female thrash bands in the world. 


world, but now far more blatantly political. Fellow countrymen songs are well written and cover a wide range of 
HARD TO SWALLOW are a good example of a band coming animal rights, abuse towards women, solidarity with the EZLN, 

1 * u ~ Anarchism as a way of life, racism, religion, multinationals, 

homophobia, and more. It’s so good to see a totally DIY project 
of such quality... this is the kind of thing that keeps our culture 
alive! (duke) 

Operation / Box 229 / 391 22 Kalmar / Sweden 

PAINDRIVER The Truth is All That Matters 7" 

Musically, this is a brand of whirlwind grind/crust that seems to 
fit more in the metal-power violence crossover scene than any- 
thing remotely related to punk rock these days. Aside from my 
taste for this kind of music going sour, this band does have de- 
liberately brutal political lyrics that keep it worthwhile and inter- 
esting. I just don’t see any innovation nere over a style that has 
beenbeaten to death by other bands who’s sincerity I have come 
to question. There’s nothing wrong with this band and this record 
is quite good, so hopefully they’ll keep their morals and not move 
on to Earache or Relapse like those who have come before them. 


/ England 

and 1 bounds above^no^^ Another Mexican tape this month. This band is from Mexico 


sonal / anarchs. . , , --- 

well in the music. Give this a big budget and this would have 
come out on Mortarhate or Crass records in the 80’s. (Kerry) 
C/O A.P. 1-1406 / C.P. 44101 / Guadalajara, Jal. / Mexico 

MEANWHILE Lawless Solidarity 10’’ ep 
First I would like to say how pleased I was to see that this is a 
inyl release. However it is a limited pressing of only 500. Sec- 
>nd, I was pleased to hear that musically MEANWHILE have 


ound Pollution / P.O. Box 17742/ Covington, KY 41017 

HIS HERO IS GONE Monuments to Thieves CD 
This is a little more sped up from the other stuff that I’ve heard 
from them and I like it even more than past releases because of 
it(Which I think kick ass as well). His Hero is Gone play heavy 
handed, and raging music, burning with anger and energy. This 
will send tingles down your spine and must be played really fuckin’ 
loud!. ..Oh yeah, they can bust out some really cunningly poetic 

Prank'^Reco'rtls ? PO < Box L 4'i e 0892 / SF, CA / 94 1 4 1 -0892 
HUMAN INVESTMENT Invest Your Efforts into Humanity’s 
Struggle... LP 

This is a new band from Pittsburgh with Dave from Aus-Rotten 
on vocals. While lyrically, this band is just as political — aggres- 


vim 

one, . — , — , 

not lost a step! Raw dis-style hardcore complete with wankin 
solos, a crackin d-beat, and angry as fuck intelligent political 
lyrics! My only gripe with this release is the vocais don’t pack 
the same punch they did on previous releases. Aside of that 
another fine display brought to you by Sweden’s MEANWHILE! 
(Joe P.) 

Ignition Records/ P.O. Box 417/ 1800 AK Alkmaar / The Nether- 
lands 

MEHR WUT / SOMA split T 


iotsnd Pollution / P.O. Box 17742 / Covington, KY 41017 

PEACE OF MIND 3rd 7" 

This is the first release by this prolific German punk band I can 
actually appreciate as their two previous releases were both 
marrea by Dad recordings. This comes in a beautifully folded 
sleeve, admittedly in somewhat emo style, yet decidedly politi- 
cal, although leaning more towards personal politics. Lyrics are 
translated into 4 languages which just goes to show that they 
continue their great approach to packaging a record. The music 
‘ ' In fact 1 would say there are 


Mfcnri wu i / ouma spin ! is not the usual political punk tare, in tact I wouia say mere are 

The promising Mehr Wut have split up recently, so unfortunately traces 0 f eady j church, Sleeper and all those other rougher 
there won’t be any more attempts to raise the corpse of early/ me)odjc Dun k bands here, but the cool female vocals give this 

infn nmA/ nlnr\/ Tnn han norai IQA tnPV r i • » • x i i u. 


mid-period Napalm Death into new glory. Too bad, because they 

were actually quite good, especially for a musical style that I h an dy" a Va welcome vacation from the dis-efone bands. (Y„. — , 
usually don’t find too much up my alley. What is so appealing Wodd upside Down Rec / Gottinger Str. 39 / 37120 Bovenden / 
here is that these aren’t power violence clowns bored with sing- G ermar ,v 
ing about decapitations but angry, politicized youngsters dis- 
gusted by the state of the world. I ” : ~ u 

tnrr * xl 1 


just wish they would have 
irown out the demon on vocals, I prefer those dual vocals 
screamed, not growled. Soma is another young band playing 
more diversified! fast hardcore somewhat along Tike the lines or 
new German hardcore bands, but with more of an European 
edge than any cues from Rorschach. Incidentally, this is a ben- 
efit for the forest 


sively anarchist-punk — as Aus-Rotten, the similarities pretty pirates, a~q roup of radical ecologists. (Y@hoo) 

. —o the anarcho- l ndus triefeind Rec / Mark Schroder / Groner Tor 26 / 37073 


much end there. Musically, this would still fall into t 
punk realm, but has a much less traditional approach with more 
of a focus being placed on innovative music techniques and style, 
rather than relying on sheer power alone to underline the lyrical 
messages. The lyrics are printed on the inside of the rather un- 
spectacular cover, but the packaging is saved by the huge poster 
inside. All in dll, this release is rather exciting to behold and * 


an unaccustomed twist. Not overwhelmingly original but pretty 
handy as a welcome vacation from the dis-clone^ands. (Y @hoo) 

World Upsi ^ ' 

Germany 

PESSIMISTE COMBATIF 7“ 

Another German band that falls out of my usual musical sphere. 
This is faster more American styled hardcore along the lines of 
Verbal Assault, meaning that the melodies don’t get lost along 
the way. A friend of mine swears that they sound almost com- 
pletely like obscure German band Schwarze Feuer but that’s 
probably no help to the uninitiated. Besides the music this has 
politicized personal lyrics and an emo-compatible layout of the 
foldoutc 


Gottingen / Germany 

MELT BANANA s/t T 

8 more songs from one of Tokyo’s most eclectic outfits, a bit 
more structured than previous releases, but still crazy none the 

less. Those vocals still send shivers down my spine! All in a 

breath of fresh air to a scene that has become weighted down nice package with a full color cover and clear vinyL Sick of the 
fith imitations and musical cliches. They played with Diskonto same old songjmd dance? GETTHISnmjmjGabe) 
l Pittsburgh and were actually much more intense live 
belie 


with imitations and musical cliches. They played 
in Pittsburgh and were actually much more intense live— an al- 
most unbelievable feat since this record stands up so well on it’s 
own! (Dan) 

Rotten Propaganda / P.O. Box 42325 / Pittsburgh, PA 15203 

I FARM So My Kids Don’t Have To CD 
A pretty speedy and raucous band from upstate New York who 
have a downright snotty attitude towards politics, social issues, 
and punk rock. While they use humor and cynicism to attack 
issues in their lyrics, they also do it without a negative or spiteful 
manner, or at least don’t criticize without offering solutions. Mu- 
sically this is just plain old really, really fast punk rock without a ^hms thrown in here'and there for good measure. The lyrics 
hint of crust or thrash and a vocal style that is at both snotty and thjs band are entirely in Italian, but the packaging gives away 
th, this band would sit well with jn-vour-face political approach with an underlying anarchist 


song a 

Slap a Ham/P.O. Box 420843/S.F., CA/94142-0843 

MINION s/t 7“ 

Some Straight Edge guys told me ‘it looks like 88 hardcore ! 
OK, the cover is the typical 80’s hardcore thing, skateboard and 
stuff, the music more powerful and faster than the typical ‘80s 
stuff. (Joe B.) ^ , 

Paracelsius Records / c/o Alex Haase / Hambergstrasse 12 / 
37124 Rosdorf / Germany 

MONKEYS FACTORY Voja de Lavora Saltame Addoso CD 
Old school sing-along punk rock with a touch of ska and rasta 

. J _a * aL nn aH mQOOl I m T ho K/lriPC 


pissed off. For whatever it’s worth, 
those who like Propagandhi and I Spy. (Dan) 

Carp Records / Suite 220 / 252 East Market Street / West Chester, 
PA 19381 (or) Creep Records / P.O. Box 305 / Eastchester, NY 
10709 

INFEKCJA s/t T 

When I first played this T around the PE office, everyone stopped 
and took notice. You can’t help it. As soon as this starts in, you 
can tell it’s brilliant. Infekcja are really strong musically. The vary- 
ina beats and vocal styles compliment each other and make this 


an in-your-face political approach with an underlying < 
ideal. Very up-beat musically, without any shortage of energy, 
and loads of sing-along parts to go “Woooaaaa Woooaaa” along 
with if you can’t understand what they’re singing about! Unbe- 
lievably, the reggae punk songs on this are some of the best 
attempts I’ve ever heard of combiningthe two styles yet.. At first 
I was skeptical, now I’m a believer! (Dan) 

Grillo Andrea / via Galilei 57 / 04011 Aprilia (LT) / Italy 


World Upside bown~Rec / Gottinger Str. 39 / 37120 Bovenden / 
Germany 

PROYECTO TERROR/VIOLENT HEADACHE split T 
A total grind onslaught from Spain (seems to be a bit of theme 
as of late), no complaints here! Both bands play brutal thrash/ 
grind with proficiency and sincerity. Violent Headache just keep 
getting better and better and with good production are unstop- 
pable, this time its 6 blasts with great political lyrics. I’m less 
familiar with Proyecto Terror, but this grabbed me way more than 
previous releases 5 tracks of pure grind!! Fans of this genre 
seek this out NOW!!! (Gabe) 

Mala Raza/A.P. 6037-50080/Zaragoza/Spain 

QUARANTINE Junction 10 T 

Yes!! This was eagerly awaited around here and I’m the lucky 

- :il as their ‘Auto- 

r mem- 

a style 

just as intense as former projects but with a bit more of a poppy 
style. This is still the same kind of sound you hear on their LP, 
which is great ‘cause that album just left me wanting to hear 
more. This is one of the most refreshing and powerful bands 
around right now. Definitely check them out! (duke) 
Borkendafer Rec. / Stefan Focker/ Drosteallee 4/46354 Sudlohn 
/ Oeding / Germany 
RESISTENCIA tape 

Promising album length tape by t . 

This is straight ahead punk in the vein of some of the mid-tem| 


MUTT Retro ep 

UK version of Swingin’ Utters. A pretty solid first release. If 
you’re a fan of this style of music, I recommend MUTT for further 
listening pleasure. (Baker) . , ^ 

Peter Bower Records/ P.O. Box 132/ Leeds LS6 IXA 


ing beats and vocal styles compliment eacl 
raging, powerful and a total rush! (duke) 

$3 ppd/world , _ , 

Filip Majchrzbkowski / PO Box 13 / 81-806 Sopot 6 / Poland 

JUGGLING JUGULARS/ENOUGH! split ? NO ADMISSION s/t ep 

JUGGLING JUGULARS are always something to look forward , have no due wbat these guys are a) | about since there are no 
to and this is no exception. They continue with quality punk as )vrics prov i de d and some pretty wacky song titles, so I guess 
fuck rock on this slab of vinyl one more time. ENOUGH! play t f, is is r pure ear candy! Fucking raging hardcore- one of the 
fast, heavy and powerful. The brutal vocals thrash out two songs mos j j n t ense bands I’ve heard in some time. Full-throttle crust 
of heavy handed poetry. This’ll blow you away! (duke) wjth some r0 ckin’ bits thrown in for good measure. Pounding d- 

$3 ppd/world 0 . „ , n , ^ beat drums, cranking guitars, and abrasive as fuck vocals, if 

Filip Majchrzakowski / PO Box 13/81-806 Sopot 6 / Poland p | ay ed a maximum volumes will throw you into a thrashing frenzy. 

KREMA-1 Utopia Unincorporated T _ feh Mag Records/ M. Jansson/ Vasterga.an 15b/ 633 44 

Eskilstuna/ Sweden. 


A netf band from the Boston area who take their anarchist poli- 
tics seriously, with lengthy political tirades, both in the lyrics and 
the accompanying wnting that is on the cover/booklet. Musi- 


th tape by this Mexican political punk band. 

, , punk in tne vein of some of the mid-tempo 

stuff coming out of Italy or Spain in the mid 80’s. If the rest of the 
world wasrvt so ignorant about South and Latin American punk, 

I could just say that this is in a typical South American punk 
style, a sound played by perhaps thousands of bands in that 
part of the world, and pioneered by some of the Brazilian clas- 
sics from the early 80's like Olho Seco.etc. Don’t expect 1000 
mph songs, this is solid punk. The only fault I can find with this is 
the length. Picking out the 4 or 5 really great songs would have 
helped, because some of the songs don’t hold up as good as 
others This is a professionally dubbed tape with a cover which 


reminds me of a lot of those well-made Polish tapes. , 

Accion Subterranea / Humberto Acevedo D. / Apdo. Postal ' 
1139 / CP 44101 Guadalajara / Mexico 

RAZLOG ZA nas bijes je nasa snaga 7 U 
Razlog Za is Croatian and means ‘Re 

U. AI ftronnlb 1 Ulhlf'h C 


the accompanying wnting that is on the cover/pooKiei. Musi- 
cally, raw punk rock with very bare-bones production which domi- 
nates the sound. Very thought-filled and a fairly decent first re- 
lease. (Dan) 

Williamsport Area Community Productions / 12 Wyatt Circle / 

Somerville, MA 02143 

LEGION OF DOOM . cassette demo 

Hailing from Medford Wisconsin LEGION OF DOOM come out 
swinging at the .. 

fences hitting you with thundering bass, heavily distorted gui- 
tars, and dual vocals screaming and growling short to the point 


NO SIDE Depressing Day T 
New HC/punk from Japan on HG Fact. They seem to have a lot 
of old U.S. HC influence. At one point I heard Black Flag, but 
overall they really remind me of Gang Green. Pretty good. (Kerry) 
H.G. Fact/ 401 Hongo-M/ 2-36-2 Yayoi-Cho/ Nakano/ Tokyo 164/ 
Japan 

ONE DAY CLOSER T 

This is a pretty unique sounding record from this relatively new 
Dutch band. At times I hear a modem metallic straight edge 
sound, and then I hear fast HC with well played rhythms and 
progressions. This is much better than most SE coming out 


leason for’, the title means 

our sfruggle is our strength’ which sounds for me pretty much 
like a typical straight edge record! And when you have a look at 
their lyrics you know it is, ‘I don’t need alcohol to be bigger, I 
Fact. They seem to have a lot don’t need drugs to be more cool!’. (Joe B.) 
point I heard Black Flag, but Dirty Old Town / c/o Igor Banjanin / Kralja Tvrtka 7 / 34000 Pozega 
iq Green. Pretty good. (Kerry) /Croatia 

REMISSION A Few Faces of Protest T 
Another release from this Wisconsin outfit, this sadly being from 
their last studio session as this blows away all their previous 
efforts by leaps and bounds!!!! Six songs of pure manic thrash 
with dual vocals as harsh as the music, and one Battalion of 
Saints cover (No More Lies). Lyrics are written in a personal 
tone that keeps you thinking. A great 7”, unfortunately this is 
some of last stuff this band will be doing. (Gabe) 


pEj5i»P.O. IS? V^/Oakian’dsPkVgoulh Australia/ 

cent sound quality to boot! (Joe P.) ^ .... — 

Tyler Boorman 6b6 S. Washington St. Medford, Wl. 54451 


N ijmegen / The Netherlands 


/ Australia 


3+ Keviewf 
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SEEIN’ RED/CATWEAZLE split 10” 

This is the ultimate hardcore punk release! It was only a matter 
of time before these two veteran Dutch bands would team-up. 
SEEIN’ RED deliver 11 new songs here, which could be their 
best stuff to date. Hyper-fast hardcore played with the raging 
style and tightness we’ve come to know from SEEIN’ RED. Their 
lyrics are right on the level with heartfelt attacks on sexism, pov- 
erty, capitalist competition, and the need to build a resistance. 
CATWhAZLE play a similar style of super-fast hardcore, but with 
some slower chugga chugga New York style hardcore bits thrown 
in (but without the macho bullshit). Really well done and cer- 
tainly packs a punch. Their lyrics are great as well, taking an in- 
depth look at what they’re singing about. This record contains of 
thick lyric booklet with, in addition to the excellent lyrics, loads 
of graphics, informative, and opinion articles from both bands 
(especially CATWEAZLE). Both bands have excellent down to 
earth politics with a strong conviction behind what they’re say- 
ing. Releases like this are what makes hardcore today relevant. 
(Jon) Brought to us by the nice fox at: 

Wicked Witch Records/ P.O. Box 3835/ 1001 AP Amsterdam/ 
Netherlands. 

SELFISH s/t T 

First off, its nice to see a new Selfish release. Unfortunately you 
probably won’t see this because its a limited Japanese only re- 
lease, but I’ve been asked to review it anyway. Great Scandi- 
core with the Japanese metallic hardcore eage and more in depth 
songwriting. While this is a bit metal, I still find it quite powerful 
and metal in a not so cheesy way. This is definitely worth hunt- 
ing down! (Kerry) 

STRANGE FRUIT / PEACE OF MIND split LP 
I seem to have to review too many records by German bands 
that have sadly split up lately. Strange Fruit are/were a mixture 
of German mid-tempo hardcore punk and some more psychotic 
new school touches with a decidedly European flavor. Melan- 
cholic parts reminiscent of Muff Potter and straight-ahead politi- 
cal lyrics make this stand out and it would have been interesting 
to see where they would have gone from here. Peace of Mind on 
the flipside continue in their newer, better direction, combining 
hard-edged fast melodic hardcore with male/female vocals. Good 
to see them taking a more direct political approach, although the 
personal aspects are still present. This LP comes in a silk- 
screened cover and features an extensive, great lookinq book- 
let. (Y@hoo) a 

World Upside Down Rec / Gottinger Str. 39 / 37120 Bovenden / 
Germany 

SUNS OWL / UNCLEAN split T 

Another monthly MCR installment showcasing bands from Ja- 
pan and Australia. Suns Owl (Japan) are pretty much what you 
would expect; powerful metal tinged hardcore. Unclean speed it 
up a bit with their own special brand of fast, crushing HC. You’ll 
like this one! (Kerry) 

MCR Records 


THOSE POOR BASTARDS s/t ep 

How I’ve managed to overlook this one for so long I don’t know. 
I have to admit that I’m biased towards this lot- being from the 
same town and playing in a band for four years with two of the 
guys- but I’ll try to be objective. Fast and angry hardcore punk 
similar to their previous endeavor Deformea Conscience, but 
with more catchy, high energy punk rock not unlike Poison Idea. 
Straight forward hardcore with all the hooks necessary to keep 
this record not far from the turntable at all times. The lyrics are 
written in a unique way dealing with jocks, small-town mentality, 
hard drugs, and other wacky stuff. Pure thrashing enjoyment! 
(Jon) 

Reiterate Records/ P.O. Box 287/ Harwinton, CT 06791. 


TOTAL RESISTENCIA s/t CS 

This is fast, furious, enraged punk. The quality of the recording 
on this is excellent and there’s 21 songs, so your really getting a 
lot of kick ass shit here. Defiantly worth checking out.(cfuke) 

PO Box 422 / 14080 / Cordoba /Spain 


TRAUMA Suerios De Un Verano Ireal Cass. 

Well, this is from Monterrey, Mexico. I found myself pleasantly 
surprised by the contents inside. Mid to fast punk/HC kept some- 
what simplistic and formulaic; then odd intros and musical inter- 
ludes change up the pace and throw you off a bit. This is really 
good. Recommended. (Kerry) 

Kitsch Del Alma distro / Apdo. Postal 1879, Monterrey , Mexico. 

TR0MMER SIND STEINE DER HOFFNUNG Welche Wuste 
Sich Eroffnet CD 

I must admit that I only liked 1 song from this Austrian band and 
that was from their Split 7" of a while ago. Seeing them live proved 
that their other songs didn’t exactly measure up to the expecta- 
tions. Listening to this new release, I’m surprised that they’re 
actually not as uneventful as I remember but since this is typical 
somewhat melancholic yet fast German punk generally along 
the lines of Boxhamsters, I have the feeling that most of the 
readers won’t be getting sweaty hands. It’s still alright for this 
type of music but there are only very few really exciting bands 
doing this and most of the effect will probably get lost on people 
who can’t understand the German lyrics. (Y@noo) 

Broccoli Rec / Kirchheimerstr. 48 / 72622 Nurdingen / Germany 
Sacro Egoismo / Felberstrasse 20/12 / 1 1 50 Vienna / Austria 


UP AGAINST s/t ep 

This is the second ep from Montreal’s UP AGAINST which was 
recorded in the same session as the first. Four more songs here 
that totally rage from start to finish- crust hardcore at tfs best. 
The production is totally beefy with dual guitars, incredible drum- 
ming and Sylvain’s throat of steal that nps through you. Lyrics 
attack religion, heroin abuse, the exploits of McDonalds, and the 
false realities of modem society. Highly recommended! (Jon) 
Drunk Records/ P.O. Box 47642/ Montreal, QC H2H 2S8 / 
Canada. 


URBAN SKATE FANATICS demo CS 
Wow! Everything I would expect from a crazy guy like Batz! And 
more! Their music ranges from jumpy, fun and kinda chaotic to 
really fast, furious and infectious. For nostalgia sake ya gotta 
love the Zit Remedy song (for those of you lucky enough to ex- 
perience the phenomenon of a certain classic Canadian after 


school special-and to my surprise, aired in Israel as well)! This 
is a great demo and it’s cool to see something like this coming 
out of a scene I’ve only recently (the past few years) begun to 
here so much about. Anarcho-punk at it’s most inspirational! 
Broaden your horizons and increase global communication and 
write these guys for a copy! (duke) 

do Fede Rotstein / PO Box 198 / Nes-Tziona / 74101 / Israel 

WARDANCE ORANGE s/t T 

Anew band from Richmond, VA, Wardance Orange have a style 
that falls somewhere between punk and new school hardcore of 
the Ebullition Records variety. Lyrically this band is overtly po- 
litical and also cover issues within the movement. Musically pow- 
erful and characterized by the numerous tempo changes and 
controlled build-ups that give it a unique edge. Quite different 
from previous Tribal War releases and not something you can 
listen to with any pre-conceived ideas about how this one will 
sound based on their previous offerings. (Dan) 

Tribal War Records / f>0. Box 20712 / Tompkins Square Stn. / 
New York, NY 10009 

WLOCHATY Bank Swiatowy T & s/t CD 
This Polish anarcho-punk band has been around for a number 
of years now and it is quite nice to hear something new from 
'em. This E.P. five new tracks (plus a cover of Crass’ “Do they 
Owe us a Living” in a style that takes influence from the sort of 
music Conflict was doing in the mid 80’s, although with quite a 
bit more thrash-speed parts here. The lyrics are extremely po- 
litical with English translations providea on the poster sleeve. 
They also include an article on the negative affects the World 
Bank has on Third World countries, which is a theme of this 
record. When a band makes the effort to include more than just 
lyrics and music on a record, it makes the over-all impact of the 
statement much more effectual. This e.p. gets high marks in my 
opinion! The new CD gets the same high marks as the 7", al- 
though there is an incredible 21 songs offering up an angry 
anarcho-punk assault of near monumental proportions. Both of 
these releases are highly recommended for certain! (Dan) 

Nikt Nic Nie Wie / P.O. Box 53 / 34-400 Nowy Targ / Poland 
WORD SALAD s/t T 

I haven’t heard anything from this band since their “Punk in 
Drublic” (they did it before NOFX) e.p. more than a few years 
back, and I have to say I am quite impressed at their efforts 
here. Musically they have moved on to a more innovative style 
that has brain-blasting power as well as a countless tempo- 
changes and differing layers of mayhem all happening at once. 
The lyrics are simple and to the point statements but actually 
make quite an impact in their simplicity. The full-color poster 
sleeve is quite nice, but this recora would still stand out among 
the rest without it. (Dan) 

Prank Records 

ZEMEZLUC Z Extremu Do Extremu CD 
A 17 track, full length CD release from this political punk band 
from the Czech Republic. Musically, this has a sound similar to 
classic 80’s German punk, as well as just a bit of Ska, but surely 
this will excite any fan of east coast pogo punk bands like the 
Bristles or Blanks 77 as well. The fyncs, mainly political and/or 
relating to the punk scene, are in Czech, but there are also En- 
glish translation in the cover booklet. (Dan) 
do Zachoval P. / Nam. 28 Rijna 18/602 00 Bmo / Czech Re- 
public 

ZORN ...DennAlle Lust Will Ewigkeit LP 
More people than just myself have been struggling on how to 
describe this new full length LP from one of Germany’s more 
experimental hardcore bands. While this record could at vari- 
ous times be compared to such bands as Ambush, Counterblast, 
or even Misery, it is ultimately too unique just to drop one label 
on it. In a nutshell, it is a monument to the lengthy song, gloom 
and despair emotional hardcore experience wifn so much varia- 
tion that it defies further classification. If you like any of the above 
mentioned bands, ch^ck this record out. You’ll either love it or 
hate it! (Dan) 

Maximum Voice Productions do Andre Seig / Postfach 26 / 04256 
Leipzig / Germany 

V/A Better Tomorrow? Vol. 2 CD 

30 songs of Finnish Hardcore between 6 bands, including Totuus, 
Sharpville and Wind Of Pain, with each band property repre- 
sented with a page in the booklet. (Kerry) 

Merwi Records / P.O. Box 53 / 15141 / Lahti, Finland. 

V/A Greetings From Bulgaria! cassette 
This tape is a collection of bands, old and new, from the small 
scene in Bulgaria. There is quite the variety of styles (punk/hc) 
represented here. Sound quality gives out in spots, but overall 
this is worth getting. (Baker) 

AON/ IvailoTunchev/ Stara Zagora 6010/ Ku. M. Stanev. 
16.6.115/ Bulgaria 

V/A Make Compost Not War II cassette 

Very good tape. Some of the more talked about bands on this 

tape are: Mrtva Budoucnost, Coexist, and Pangs Of Remorse. 

Comes with a booklet. There is also a Volume I of the same title. 

(Baker) 

(No address, but try writing to one of the above bands, or keep 
an eye out for it.) 

V/A Strictly Ballroom T 

A compilation with some of the better hardcore and punk bands 
England has to offer these days (Hard to Swallow, Marker, Wat 
Tyler, Suffer, Underclass, Des Man Deablo, and Voorhes) all sing- 
ing songs about football! Half of the songs are chants lifted di- 
rectly from the terrace! Stand outs being Wat Tyler and Suffer. 
(Gabe) 

Caught Offside/7 meadow view/Leeds, L56 1 JQ/U.K. 

V/A Taking Liberties ep 

This is a really well-done and uplifting package. A benefit for the 
Anarchist Black Cross (anarchist prisoner support group) which 
features four of the most inspiring bands from Europe in recent 
years. Excellent tracks of political punk provided by 
UNHINGED(Belgium), SUFFER(UK), SEEIN’ RED(Holland), and 
OPSTAND(France). Lots of great artwork, info on the ABC, a 
booklet with lyrics and further info- all well written with a strong 
level of sincerity. This project is definitely not to be overlooked! 


OUTRAGED, DISHONORED 


(Jon) 

$5 ppd from: Kleines Madchen do Brochier Stephane/ quai de 
la tour Bt H2/ 78200 Mantes-la-Jolie/ France. 

V/A VIDA-LIFE T 

Beautiful packaging, some of the best I’ve seen lately, but that’s 
just the beginning a nine band benefit compilation for Project 
Vida (a group servicing the prevention of HIV/AIDS ). The bands 
involved (Charles Bronson, Palatka, Locust, Dangermouse, Short 
Hate Temper, Eucharist, MK-ULTRA, IN/Humanity, and Q-Fac- 
tor) all play hardcore/thrash. Stand outs being IN/HUMANITY, 
LOCUST, and SHORT HATE TEMPER. This is a great compila- 
tion (great bands, great package, loads of info.), GET THIS!!!!!!!! 
(Gabe) 

Leguna Armada 



BETTER TOMORROW? volume 2 
Featuring Compilation 


j^ new so ngs / 

60 minutes IS 


halla-julkaisut 
kasarmikatu 18 a 2 
00130 helsinki finland 


Disco. 

Kas traatio 
No Support - 

■ arPeville 13 

/Wind Of Pain 
only for 5 y 

(including postpaid everywhere!) 

1 merwi-records ip 
po box 53 °5 

if 15141 lahti finland ' 

For cheap wholesale prices write to 
Merwi-records or fair trades to Fragments 
| of hope, PL 21, 90501 Oulu, Finland 


braindead patch distro 

Patch catalog # 2 out now 

with new designs ! 


m 





Send a 


stamp 


for a 


catalog 


Jenny Sanchez 
P.O. Box 85703 
SeaHe , WA 98145 
( 206 ) 374-0990 

Patehei ar. $0.75 cents each postage paid in the US. 









FLAT EARTH RECS 


"BRADFORD MUSIC?", P.OBOX169, 
BRADFORD, BD71YS, UK. 

1in12@legend.co.uk 
NEW!!!- 


HEALTH HAZARD / SAWN OFF - EP 
HARD TO SWALLOW / MANFAT • EP 
EBOLA - "IMPRECATION" EP 
CRESS - "MONUMENTS" LP 
HEALTH HAZARD - "DISCOGRAPHY” LP 

RE-PRESSED!!! 

HIATUS / DOOM • EP 
SEDITION - "EARTHBEAT" LP 
SEDITION / PINK TURDS IN SPACE - LP 
SUFFER - EP 


STILL AROUND!!! 

WITCHKNCT - "SQUAWK" - LP 
LOS CRUDOS - "CANCIONES.." LP 
DOOM - "RUSH HOUR.." LP/CD/CS 
SCATHA - "RESPECT... LP/CS 

EBOLA - "INCUBATION" LP 
DROP DEAD - "DISCOGRAPHY" LP 
HEADACHE / RECUSANT EP 
WHIRLING PIG DERVISH - LP 
D.D.I. - "PAZZI DA ASPORTO" 10" 
WITCHKNOT - "SUCK" EP 
VR • "DREAMSTATE" LP 

EURO /WORLD 
UK (SURFACE) (AIR) 


DAMAGE: 

(POSTPAID) 


EP/CS 

LP/CD 

10 " 


£2 

$4 

$5 

£5 

$10 

$12 

£ 3.5 

“ 57 “ 

$9 


PAYMENT: WELLCONCEALEDCASH 
(OR UK£ CHEQUES TO'FLAT EARTH') 


thug life records 

trepan nation SXE 7" $3.00ppd. 

pretentious assholes/dangermouse 

split 7" $2.00ppd 

a.p.b./the killers split 

/ $3.00pp<i- 

th ug life compilation 7" $3.00ppd 
the killer* dS * h °l es> d.ingermouse, a.p.b.. 

homewrecke rs, repan ^at ion ^and^dischr 1st* 

thu g i ife records t 

**29 circle ave. c c 
forest park, il 60130 
708-366-3477 
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MUCKSPREADER-:Dumbstruck E.P. 
Debut 7" by Bath's heaviest punk outfit. 
Featuring ex-Amebix people, these 3 
songs show a progression from Amebix 
and other related bands with a more 
punk and less metal feel to the music but 
still heavy ashell. 

£2.00 or $5.00 postpaid 
Labels get in touch for trade. 
ANONYMOUS RECORDS 
21 GREENHOLM AVE. 
CLARKSTON 
GLASGOW 
G76 7AJ 

SCOTLAND, U K. 
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ARA NYLON JACKET 

black Jacket with white Ink 
has ara logo on front light 
lining with pockets 
SIZES: L / XL / XXL 


ARA LETTERS TEE 

black tee wtth 
white Ink has ara 
logo on front and 
back same as 
Jacket 

SIZES: L/ XL / XXL 


anti-racist action 





SMASHED FACE 

gray tee with black and red 
printing on front and red 
ARA logo small on back 
SIZES: M/L/XL /XXL 



pob 64 greencastle, pa 17225 

for more info. & questions about ordering call: 717.597.9065 or attitude@epix.net 

tees - $13 ppd jackets - $24 ppd 

write for a FREE catalog of buttons , stickers , patches , and more 


(D(D)Ff TIE(D)IL / IPIE(MB(QT°A 

7" S3 ppd through 

(payable to Greg Fischer) 

PO Box 2271 Hagerstown, MD 21741 
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- 4 songs of speeding in 
your face political punk 
rock. This is what you would 
get if 2.5 Children and 
Crass got into a fight with 
Public Enemy. 



Black ink 
on a grey 
shirt. 

~ Design by Incorrigabk 


mi mu 

GO VECET JULIAN! 





- 2 songs of raging 
apocalyptic crust 
core focusing on 
animal rights and 
the monotony of 
everyday life. 


Thl Boiler Room 


RO. BOX 911 
NELSON, B.C. V1L6A5 


BOOKS * MAGAZINES * MANIFESTOS 
T-SHIRTS * VIDEOS * CDS 
PIERCING SUPPLIES * and more... 


Wholesale 

& 

Mail-order welcome 
Send $4 for catalogue. 

354-1875 







CORPORATE PUNK 

p'STRIBUTE n YOliRSELFV- V you hive a (.»«!• experience firsT ultT 



D.I.Y. Distribution Ideas tor the Anarcho Punk 
By Dan 

In our last issue we included a 
short, step-by-step ar 
tide on self-re- 
leas- 
i n 9 
your 

own 

D.I.Y. - punk rock record. You 

should by now have recorded, pressed and spent 

many a fun-filled evening assembling your stockpile of anti* 
authoritarian audiophonic projectiles. However, it soon dawns 
on you that you don’t have clue how to unleash your anarcho- 
punk onslaught on the general public. Your goat now is to get 
the fruit of your efforts out to those who seek your revolution- 
ary inspiration to carry on the struggle for justice, liberty, and 
brutal punk rock noise. A helpless feeling overwhelms you as 
nightmare tales of rip-off artists, con-men and corporate buy- 
outs shake your confidence and repulse your assault on the 
Ivory Towers. Your attack is blunted, your weapons made use- 
less, and alt hope appears to be futile... Until now. 

This article is an attempt at helping the record releasing 
noviciate follow through from the production aspect to the suc- 
cessful distribution of their work. You have probably spent a 
good amount of time and money putting out your record, but now 
you are faced with getting it out to those people who may be 
interested in hearing it. You didn’t have the courage to rob that 
armored car to fund your label and now you have to sett some 
records to pay back your friends, parents, and loved ones. You 
need to get your record out there, but really don’t know where 
to start. Here at Profane Existence, we have been releasing 
records for over eight years now and have a bit of knowledge 
as what to do and not to do in as far as getting your records out 
there. 

The first thing to remember — and this is important — is 
DON’T EXPECT MIRACLES* Putting together your record is the 
easy part, getting it out to people is an uphill struggle. Just 
because you have worked hard to create the next best thing to 
sliced bread, doesn’t mean the whole world is going to flock to 
your door, cash in hand, to buy your record* It is going to take 
a lot of time and effort to get your release out. On the other 
hand, putting out a record gives you an excuse and good reason 
to make connections, build lasting friendships, and actually go 
out and take part in a scene much larger than your immediate 
circle of friends. Hopefully this article will help get you started 
and on you on your way in the right direction. 

DO IT YOURSELF! 

D.I.Y. stands for “Do it Yourself.” In the punk scene this 
means you are working to produce and distribute your own 
project. It does not mean putting out a record and then shipping 
the whole lot off to some professional distributor white you sim- 
ply sit back and wait for the money to roll in. In fact, if you are 
approached by a distributor who promises this, react with cau- 
tion and suspect any deals that are “too good to be true.” Big- 
ger distributors do play somewhat of an import role in the over- 
all punk scene, but are not a good idea to get involved with until 

THAT'S GOVERNMENT, 




you have a little experience first. Ulti- 
mately, you are responsible for getting 
your own record out to John 0. Public and 
that is where you should start. 

If you are in a band that has put out 
your own record, bring them to shows and let people 
know you have them for sale. If people are interested 
in what you have to say, they will 
likely buy your record 
This 


likely buy your record 

ectly H ^ 

I the easiest way ^ 


• s 

probably 
best place to get 
your records out directly 
to those who care and l 

to sell your own record. As wett. play out as 
often and in as many places as possible. No one will know who 
your band is if you don’t get out there and make some noise!!! 
Once people know who your are, they’ll more likely buy your 
record when they see it. If your town or city has a small mom 
and pop type record store with a local of punk section, maybe 
see if you can leave a few copies on consignment. You may not 
sett a million copies right away, but at least it’s now available 
to a few more people. Now maybe you've sold 25 copies to 
your friends, but are still facing 475 more to go. It's either sell 
them or make room in your closet for the rest of your life! 

The next step (which you can do between gigs or while wait- 
ing for some records to sell on consignment) is to make your 
release known and available directly to the punk rock world at 
targe. This would be through reviews and mailorder advertise- 
ments. It is likely that your viewpoint is going to piss off some 
of the more reactionary elements of society (i.e. skinheads, 
rednecks, jocks, Christians, etc.) so it may be best to get a P.O. 
Box at your local post office to Use as your mailing address. 
Once you have this, if you deem it necessary, then begin using 
this for alt correspondence relating to your record project. Se- 
curity is a serious issue and best to consider it right from the 
start Now you are ready to let people “out there" know you 
exist. 

Start by sending out review copies. We recommend send- 
ing your record for review to Maximum Rocknroll (two copies, 
one for review and one for their radio show, to: P.O. Box 460760 
/ San Francisco, CA 94146-0760), Flipside (P.O. Box 60790 / 
Pasadena. CA 91116), Heart Attack (P.O. Box 680 / Goleta. CA 
93116), Slug and Lettuce (P.O. Box 2067/Peter StUy. Stn. / New 
York, NY 10009), and of course Profane Existence! If you live 
outside the U.S., it's more than a good idea to send a copy to 
your local DIY punk zines as well! Send a small note with a 
brief description, mailorder price, and address info for mailorder. 
A brief description often helps the reviewer know where you 
are coming from. Some zines wilt print the mailorder price, 
some wit! not in hopes that your take out an ad. If you know 
people that do zines and arp into your band, send them a copy 
tor review as wett. On the other hand, don’t go crazy and send 
every zine you know a copy as you wilt go broke paying tor alt 
the postage. Be selective and send copies only to the zines you 
think would be interested. Also, experience shows that records 
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that received bad reviews in MRR sell MORE than those that 0et 
good reviews... hope tor the worst (review) and get the best 
results! 

If you can afford the cost, it would be advisable to take out 
ads in some of the above mentioned zines. If you are on a 
limited budget, maybe just pick the one zine you are likely to be 
best received in and take out the smallest display ad possible. 

If you find that $30 is too much money, then consider classified 
ads. Most zines have these available for less than $5 and they 
are still free in Slug & Lettuce. On the other hand, don’t waste 
your money on big ads in every zine you come across as it is 
not going to be worth it. Also keep in mind there is usually a 
waiting list for ad space in some of the bigger zines so call or 
write well ahead of time! 

There are some important things to remember when pricing 
your record for mailorder. You don’t want to charge too much 
for your record because you’re not out to make money. How- 
ever, if you charge too little, you will lose money on the post- 
age, and there goes any chance of paying back the money you 
borrowed or the possibility of doing another record! It costs 
about $1.25 to send a 7" record in the U.S. and $1.50-$3.00 for 
an LP, depending on which postal class you chose. Most D.I.Y. 
7"s sell from $3-$4 postage included, and IP’s for $7-$8 post- 
age included, depending on how elaborate the packaging is and 
the class of mail they are sent. 

Also, again don’t expect the orders to come flooding in, es- 
pecially if you are a new band that no one knows about yet. 
You may get lucky and have raving reviews in every zine you 
send a copy to, but don’t count on it. The bigger zines get hun- 
dreds of records to review tor each issue and you may not get 
the attention you feel you deserve. MRR can be pretty particu- 
lar about their definition of what music is “punk enough’’ to get 
reviewed and of course there’s Profane Existence where we 
only have space to review 1 in 3 records we receive! Feet good 
if you sett only 25 copies by mailorder and don’t be discour- 
aged by bad reviews. There’s more than one way to chop a 
block of tofu and you shall endeavor to persevere! 

TRADE! TRADE! TRADE! 

Now it’s time to take it to the next tevet. The best way to 
distribute your own record is to distribute other people’s as 
well. This is the true essence of cooperative D.I.Y. punk distri- 
bution. In effect, this would mean each smalt label trades with 
one another, creating smalt distributors all over the wortd. In- 
stead of having your singte release to bring to shows, now you 
have a dozen or so different releases available to people in 
your area (or through the mail if you want to go one step fur- 
ther). By each small tabet having a smalt distribution, this 
eliminates the need to go through larger distributors who gener- 
ally have only money-making motives. 

The best way to go about this is to took through the reviews 
and ads in current zines and write to those people who’s stuff 
you find interesting and may find yours worth trading for as 
well. If you can afford it. it may be a good idea to send a 
sample copy of what you would tike to trade, or at least write a 
fairly detailed description. Whatever the case, don’t send a 
bunch of records out blindly to a label without contacting them 
about the trade first. For all you know, the label may not even 
exist any longer or they may not be able to trade what you 
want. It is also just plain courteous to write and get the trade 
agreed upon before hand. I know it pisses us off around PE 
when people just send us ten copies of a record before they 
write to see if we want to trade. I should say we normally witl 
trade small quantities of our releases for other labels, but gen- 



erally stick only with serious political stuff. We obviously don’t 
care for that bubble gum variety punk! 

Also, there are some so-called D.I.Y. labels who don’t do 
trades for whatever reason. Most of them have some sort of 
exclusive distribution deal with some big indie rock distributor 
or are just plain lazy. D.I.Y. my ass! OK, there are a few with 
legitimate reasons, but very, very few. 

DISTRIBUTORS 

Profane Existence is a wholesale distributor of records. 
This means we distribute our records to retail stores and other 
distributors around the world. We reluctantly took on this task 
when it became apparent that there was a real lack of decent 
wholesale distributors within the DIY scene when we started PE. 
In fact the idea of one distributor taking on the job for a number 
of labels may seem to be the antithesis of the D.I.Y. ideal alto- 
gether. On the other hand however it is also a good way for 
several labels to pool their resources together into one common 
distribution point to do the work they are too small to do on their 
own. The pro's and con’s of such an arrangements can be ar- 
gued for days, but what it comes down to is whether or not you 
are witling to let other people have targe quantities of your 
records with no real guarantees that you witl get paid in any 
reasonable amount of time. 

Right now, there are many wholesale distributors of punk 
music, many of which have their own special areas of cover- 
age. Profane Existence pretty much sticks only to anarcho- 
punk music, but there are others with a more wide spectrum of 
styles. Some of the more reputable distributors out there right 
now are Rhetoric, Lumberjack, Sound Idea to name a few in the 
U.S. I don’t necessarily want to endorse any of them because I 
have mixed feelings with dealing with wholesale distributors in 
generat and using them has been the topic of discussion and 
debate around PE since we began. I witl say again that I think 
’’exclusive’’ distribution deals aren't punk and especially aren’t 
D.I.Y. 

At P.E. we tend to stay away from many of the larger dis- 
tributors in an attempt to keep our material out of the hands 
greedy profiteering scum. Some of the bigger distributors out 
there have no morat problem turning around and selling your 
records to huge chain stores or bigger corporate distributors. 
The best thing to do is get in, talk in detait to any distributor you 
are thinking of using and get all of the facts as to who they are 
setting to. For example, many of the larger distributors such as 
Revotver and Lumberjack have no problem selling to other such 
"independent" distributors who may be even selling it to major 
labels! The problem with going through these people is that you 
lose control over where your records are being sold and for 
what price. Before you know it. your records are being sold by 
the very same scum that inspired your anger in the first place! 
They are making PROFIT from your ANGLER! If you stay D.I.Y. 
you wilt avoid this entirety. 

The other drawback, you witl inevetiabty face if you decide 
to sell your record to wholesale distributors, is getting paid in a 
timely manner. I know from experience that running a distribu- 
tion is very tough and often times money doesn’t come in as 
quick as the records go out. I can remember only a very few 
times when we actually got paid on time from a distributor and 
usuatly have to wait six months or more for payments when we 
give our records to distributors. It’s sad but true with Profane 
Existence and this seems to be the case everywhere. There’s a 
definite chain of debt spread all throughout the D.I.Y. scene and 
no where is this more apparent than dealing with bigger whole- 
sale distributors! 

THAT'S IT'S JUSTICE, 
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As watt, it has been a couple of years 
since Green Day and the whole Rancid tot 
hit the jackpot and the bigger distributors 
are now having trouble filling that void in 
their sales. These bigger distributors are 
now feeling the cash crunch and are now 
sucking up as many smaller labels as they 
can into exclusive distribution. This means 
the distributors on a smaller level are 
able to sett fewer and fewer labels that 
they had in the past, causing the cash 
crunch to be passed on down the chain. In 
the next few years I predict a lot of 
smaller distributors will be going under, 
owing thousands, if not millions of dollars 
to record labels and bands. 

The bottom line is trade first and ap- 
proach distributors as a second priority. 
This way, you’re t***.^V| 
likely to get burned in 
the end 


BOTTOM FIVE DISTRIBUTORS 


As a service to our readers, I have put to- 
gether a small list of the “Bottom Five” worst 
distributors to avoid like a midden heap in July. 
These are people who claim to be a part of our 
scene, but are only interested in profits, ripping 
people off, and worse. Why a “Bottom Five” 
list? It has something to do with concrete 
blocks, heavy chains, and a future place some- 
where deep in the ocean. 

ANTI: This is a mailorder distribution based 
in Los Angeles. They are a front company for 
Epitaph Records who of course rub elbows with 
the big boys at Sony and Sam Goody. They 
are 100% ex-punk corporate profiteers and 
avoid them like the plague. 

_ DESPERATE ATTEMPT: 
_ Started as a small D.I.Y. dis- 
tribution but desperately at- 
tempt to mimic the corporate gi- 
ants.... right 




down to ripping off the labels they distribute 
and have a ridiculously huge mark-up on the 
stuff they distribute. I haven’t heard much 
from them in a long time so maybe they’ve 
run out of labels to rip off? 

DUTCH EAST: Equals slime central. Have 
agents all over the country ripping off labels 
and bands alike. They offer “exclusive” dis- 
tribution deals — which in reality translates 
into total control of pressing and distribution. 
Greatest marketing scam includes the cre- 
ation of their Selfless / Clearview front label 
and piracy of recordings that do not belong 
to Them. 

RELAPSE: A death metal label who’ve sold 
their souls to gods of rock’n’roll, or at least 
their corporate sponsors. Whatever price you 
sell your release for, they will charge at least 
three times as much to their customers! Not 
surprisingly, they also rip off the bands they 
sweet-talked into being on their own label. 
Smoke another bowl dude! 

VULTURE ROCK: While they don’t ad- 
vertise it to the public, reliable sources have 
reported them having vast stocks of 
Skrewdriver and other white power bands in 
their inventory. When asked about why, the 
reply was the usual “we only like the music 
and it’s good business.” When they were 
' called out on this in public they responded by 
I spreading around a lie-filled and patriotic 
counter flyer, only reinforcing their own xe- 
I nophobic and nazi-sympathetic hypocrisies. 
There’s no room for Nazi-sympathizers in our 
scene or anywhere else! 


MAILORDER DISTRIRUTION 

Some people say we spend all of our spare time drinking beer and doing drugs . We hate to break the news , 
but they are misinformed . The truth is we'd rather spend our time doing something more constructive for 
the scene— our record label, mailorder distribution, printing operation, and this magazine are just a few of 
our projects— not to mentioned being involved in local political activities and struggles . This ad represents 
only a small example of the type work we are involved in and materials we have produced . For a complete 
list of music, print, and video releases available from Profane Existence, please send us 2 stamps, 2 IRC’s or 
$1 for an extensive catalog of items we have available for mailorder . 



P.O. BOX 8722 ~ 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 
55408 • USA 

Prices in this ad include 
postage in the US only. 
Elsewhere in N. America 
please add 20%, Europe 
and S. America please add 
30%. Asia please add 50%. 

P.E. MAGAZINE 

BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE: 
PROFANE EXISTENCE #33 
PROFANE EXISTENCE #32 
PROFANE EXISTENCE m 
PROFANE EXISTENCE #29/30 
Include* “Die Human Race" I 
PROFANE EXISTENCE #27 
PROFANE EXISTENCE UiU 
PROFANE EXISTENCE #18 
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P.E. RECORD LABEL 

THE SYSTEM LP $8.00 

SERVITUDE Apparatus 7" $3.50 

DEFIANCE No Time 7 M $3.50 

HELLKRUSHER Doomsday Hour LP $8.00 
V/A WHISPERS DOUBLE LP and 7 H $12.00 
STATE OF FEAR LP $8.00 

ASSRASH LP $8.00 

C0PR0FILIA 7" $3.50 

C.O.B.W. 7 M $3.50 


DISAGREE/UNGOVERNMENTAL 7" 
MISERY Next lima 7 M 
CHRISTDRIVER LP/CD 
COUNTERBLAST LP/casstttt 
FLEAS AND LICE 12 N 
ASSRASH/FLEAS AND LICE 7 M 
HIATUS s/t 12" 

C0PR0FILIA 7 M 
PUBLIC NUISANCE 7 H 
DOOM Fuck Peacevilte 2LP/CD 
STATE OF FEAR Wallow... 7" 


ASSRASH Save tor Your... 7" 
DISK0NT0 A Sfiatttred Society 7" 
DEAD SILENCE Hell... 7" 
CHRISTDRIVER Blind V 
STATE 0FTHE UNION 7" 

MISERY Who's the Foot... LP/CD 
DEPRIVED A RESIST split 7" 
PISSED s/t 7" 

HIATUS WaY of DOOM EP 
NAUSEA Extinction LP 
DOOM Police Bastard 7" 


THAT'S IT'S MORALITY! 
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A book by the Profane Existence collective featuring some of the best mater al produced during our first four years. 

Included are dozens of the most informative (and controversial) articles from the first 20 issues of Profane 
Existence magazine, coverage and commentary of the most dramatic political events of the time, artwork and 
graphics by Donovan, Gord Hill, Seth Tobocman and much more. A full 1 38 pages of anarcho-punk terror and a rough 
outline of our plans to seize state power and give it away in exchange for beer, sex, and loud distortion! 

- There is no such thing as 'correct' politics. Yet such zincs as Profane Existence, encourage, even violently, 
fighting for what they see as 'correct'..." —Second Guess Fanzine 

$10 post-paid in the U.S. • $12 Canada & Mexico • $13 Europe & South America • $15 elsewhere 
Also available from all distros and stores that matter (and even some that don't) 
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